
APEL Summer Assignment 2021

>Overview
Throughout your APEL class you will be asked to read and analyze short expository works.
Because APEL is only one semester, we do not require you to read an entire nonfiction book nor
do we ask you to read lengthy articles.  However, the experience can be helpful when you begin
to construct your own argument and synthesis essays.  In addition, your first common
assessment will be an I-search paper for which you will delve into a current/controversial issue
of your choice.  Background knowledge gained from your summer assignment can perhaps
spark an interest in an issue.

>Expectation

 To read at least one nonfiction book on the provided list
And/Or

 To read one or more of the provided articles
And/Or

 To listen to one or more of the provided podcasts before the first day of school

>Assessment
There isn’t one. Yes, you read that correctly. We want you to choose a book, a few articles, or a
podcast that interest you and that you will enjoy. That’s not to say that your reading will be
fruitless. The information you gather from your book, as well as your own personal critique of
it, will potentially serve as a basis for future essays and discussions. If you feel motivated to do
so, pair up with a friend, read the same book, and discuss it together. Ultimately, we want you
to be exposed to a variety of nonfiction texts, and we want you to enjoy it.

> Recommended Book Reading
How to Read Nonfiction Like a Professor:  A Smart, Irreverent Guide to Biography, 
History, Journalism, Blogs, and Everything in Between by Thomas C. Foster 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama 
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 
A Moveable Feast by Ernest Hemingway 
On Writing by Stephen King 
Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
Nickel & Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
Freakonimics by Steven Levitt & Stephen Dubner 
Devil in the White City by Erik Larson   
Blink by Malcom Gladwell 
Zeitoun by David Eggers 
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 
Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger 
Nurture Shock by Po Bronson & Ashley Merryman 

>Recommended Articles
The Birth of the New American Aristocracy 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/06/the-birth-of-a-new-american-
aristocracy/559130/ 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/06/the-birth-of-a-new-american-aristocracy/559130/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/06/the-birth-of-a-new-american-aristocracy/559130/


 
Blindsided by History 
https://www.si.com/vault/2007/04/09/8404477/blindsided-by-history 

 
From Headline to Photograph, a Fake News Masterpiece 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/18/us/fake-news-hillary-clinton-cameron-
harris.html 

 
Hijacked: Un-education in the modern American university 
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/09/11/hijacked-un-education-in-the-modern-american-
university/ 

 
The End of Men 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/07/the-end-of-men/308135/ 
 
The Wal-Mart You Don't Know 
https://www.fastcompany.com/47593/wal-mart-you-dont-know 

 
Donald Trump’s announcement that he is running for president 
http://time.com/3923128/donald-trump-announcement-speech/ 

 
Why science is so hard to believe 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/why-science-is-so-hard-to-
believe/2015/02/12/2ff8f064-b0a0-11e4-886b-
c22184f27c35_story.html?utm_term=.3a6252a16c83 

 
excerpted from In Defense of a Liberal Education 
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/book-excerpt-defense-liberal-education-fareed-
zakaria/story?id=29901850 

 
>Recommended Podcasts (scroll through and find a topic that interests you) 

This American Life  
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/recommended/new-to-this-american-life 

Serial 
  https://serialpodcast.org/ 

The 1619 Podcast  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/23/podcasts/1619-podcast.html 

 Freakonomics Radio  
  http://freakonomics.com/archive/  
 Science Vs (scroll through and find a topic that interests you) 
  https://www.gimletmedia.com/science-vs 
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