
 

Events This Month 
 

 
November 28 Canned Food Drive Begins 

December 2  Friday Flag  
 
December 5  Adopt-A-Family Dona ons Due  

December 6  X-Plora on   

December 9  Canned Food Drive Ends 

December 12-15 Holiday Shop (MPR) 

December 15 PUSD Board Mee ng   

December 16 Spirit Day: “Pajama Day” 
   9:45 5th Grade Winter Band Concert  
 
 

Winter Break:  
December 19– January 2 

~No School~ 
 

 

Pomerado Elementary School 
12321 Ninth Street, Poway, CA 92064 

www.powayusd.com/PUSDPOES 

 

CONTACT INFO: 

Office: (858) 748-1320 

ESS: (858) 679-8946 

 

Mrs. Laura Crow (Principal): 

lcrow@powayusd.com 

 

 

A STUDENT’S ABSENCE SHOULD 
BE REPORTED ON THE  

24– HOUR ATTENDANCE HOTLINE  
(858) 679-2604  

December~ Wildcat News 



Message from Mrs. Crow 
Learning Environments 

 
So many things have shi ed and changed over the last few years, but one piece we con nue to focus 
on is crea ng the best physical learning environments possible for our Wildcats. We know that each 
child learns differently and we want to ensure we have spaces set up for students to learn what works 
best for them and advocate for what they need. If you have been in any Pomerado classrooms lately, 
you have probably no ced that they do not look like the ones you a ended! We are proud of this work 
and con nue to seek out research and resources as we work with District teams to meet the varied 
needs of our students. 
 
As we look to PUSD’s vision of empowering world-class learners, we seek out ways to create classrooms 
where collabora on, personaliza on, and rigorous learning can easily take place. Rooms are set up so 
students have opportuni es to work with groups, with partners, and on their own.  Knowing that not 
everyone does their best si ng in a tradi onal chair and desk, our rooms include op ons for standing 
while working (my personal choice in my office!), si ng down low, so  sea ng, and pieces that allow 
for some movement. Students learn what works best for them through a process of trying and self-
reflec on. This allows students to help create their best learning environment as they advocate for 
what they need and take responsibility for their own learning.   

 
More and more schools are purposefully built to include col-
labora ve learning spaces where students can work with oth-
ers from different classes and/or grade levels. As an older 
school, we are not set up for these opportuni es, so we are 
working hard to find crea ve solu ons. The outdoor learning 

spaces we are crea ng are spaces where students can gather with others or have a quiet space of their 
own to work within eyesight of adults. In addi on, research shows that that many students have in-
creased concentra on and are more mo vated, inspired, and willing to learn when working outdoors. 
We are grateful to all who have donated to PAWs in support of this work. Fourth and fi h graders have 
this turf-covered area in the last hallway and our PAWs organiza on has now secured funds to create 
these spaces in our middle hallway. We are working with the District to order and install the turf and 
look forward to ge ng appropriate furniture and pu ng these spaces to good use.    
 
We remain commi ed to helping each Wildcat recognize and use personal strengths and we know this 
includes having a learning environment where each can maximize their learning. Your help and support 
is appreciated as we con nue to focus on ways to empower our learners and ensure they are prepared 
to thrive in college, career, and life.  

 
~Principal Laura Crow 



Counselor's Corner  
Helping Children Cope Effectively With Mistakes 

 
The means by which children understand or respond to mistakes is an integral 
feature of a growth mindset. Children must learn to attribute mistakes to factors 
that can be changed, especially in situations in which they are capable of suc-
ceeding. 
 
It can be helpful to think about how we would answer the following question: 
When my child makes a mistake or when something doesn’t go right, how does he react and handle 
the situation? This is one of the most effective ways of assessing self-confidence and the presence 
of a growth mindset, by examining how our child perceives and copes with the mistakes and set-
backs that are a natural part of life. 
 
To help children cope with mistakes, parents can serve as models by being open about mistakes 
they make. In fact, a fun activity at the dinner table can be for everyone to go around the table and 
share about a mistake they made that day and what they learned from it. All of this helps to normal-
ize mistakes and helps children learn to value mistakes as learning opportunities. It’s important to 
note that children are very perceptive and therefore, if we proclaim to value mistakes but then react 
to our child’s mistakes as though they are problematic or harmful our child will develop more of a 
fixed mindset and a fear of failure. 
 
With that in mind, we want to monitor the language we use with children. Think of the messages we 
send to kids when we say the following: 
Look, you didn’t make any mistakes! 
Wow, you did that so quickly! 
When a child hears these messages she begins to say to herself, “If you think I’m smart when I’m 
fast and perfect, I better not try anything too hard.” 
 
In contrast, if we allow our child to struggle with a task and if we are patient and coach our child 
through setbacks, our child quickly learns that we value challenge and improvement over an easy 
win. Research shows that not only will this approach help our child learn more but it also helps chil-
dren become happier and more confident individuals. For more information visit Pomerado Counsel-
ing Corner at https://www.smore.com/f8uvw  
      
     ~Kristen Yearing, School Counselor kyearing@powayusd.com 

Student Council Updates 

New Student Council Officers 
 

President: Yannie Ilano 

Vice President: Cole Howell 

Chief of Staff: Taylor Thompson 

Secretary: Parker Hillus 

Canned Food Drive 
Nov. 28 -  Dec. 9 

Friday, December 16th  



Wildcat Library News  
 

Pomerado Birthday Book Club 
 
Celebrate your child’s birthday by joining the Birthday Book Club and donate a book 
to our school library in their name!  Each child who participates will have their name 
inscribed on a bookplate inside their donated book. Contact Mrs. Comstock for more 
information or complete this form: https://tinyurl.com/2dap5dky   
You can view our Amazon wish list of library books here:  https://
tinyurl.com/2694ksf4 
 
 

OverDrive eBooks - Our Library Never Closes! 

Parents, you are encouraged to enjoy PUSD’s OverDrive eBook Shelf with your 
students!  Your child can access thousands of eBooks by visiting our K – 8 Shelf 
using our mobile device app and desktop platform, SORA at https://
soraapp.com/welcome. After selecting our school, students will use their PUSD 
student ID and four-digit password to login.  You can also download the Sora 
app from your device’s app store. 

 

      ~Mrs. Comstock (ecomstock@powayusd.com) 

How is it December already?! We are already starting to plan 
our bigger events for the Spring like the festival and Fun Run. 
Keep an ear out for volunteer opportunities at that time. 

We have the School Holiday Shop December 12-15. Your stu-
dent’s teacher will let you know which day their class is visiting the shop. We will need some 
help setting up the tables, products and registers on Thursday December 8th and Friday the 
9th as well as breakdown on the 15th. Or if manual labor isn’t your jam, you can help when 
the kids are shopping! This is my favorite volunteer opportunity of the year. The kids are so 
excited to use their shopping lists for family. They do need help counting their money, stick-
ing to a budget, and wrapping the gifts (Ooof this sounds too much like me)! Stay tuned for 
a sign up genius link to sign up. 

Please visit the Giving Tree in the office to help families in need during the holidays. What a 
great opportunity to teach your child about the spirit of generosity and charity if you are in 
a position to help. Grab a tag from the tree, then drop off that item unwrapped with the 
tag attached by December 5th.  

Please reach out to us at pomeradopaws@gmail.com or Facebook message Pomerado 
Parent Connect for more opportunities for involvement or with any questions you may 
have. Stay tuned for more events to come! 


