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PREFACE
OF SCHOOL REOPENING GUIDE

This document has evolved over the past several months and has
been revised based on changing public health guidelines, surveys
and input from families and staff, and ongoing staff review.
Poway Unified School District (PUSD) staff have been working
within and across departments, as well as with the Poway School
Employees Association (PSEA) and Poway Federation of Teachers
(PFT), to develop plans to safely and effectively reopen our schools.
In light of the Governor’s "Resilience Roadmap," the California
Department of Public Health (CDPH) guidelines, and the most
recent San Diego County Health Orders, this guidance serves to
provide Poway Unified schools and families with information
related to opening school facilities that will serve students in the
2020-2021 school year.
Please note that this guidance is based on current knowledge of
how COVID-19 is transmitted. The guidebook will continue to be
updated based on information from the California Department of
Public Health and San Diego County Public Health orders.
We know there are unique challenges facing each school site and
their respective communities. It is the hope of District
Administration that this School Reopening Guidebook will provide
our stakeholders with ongoing information and transparent
planning in an ever-changing, rapidly evolving landscape. We
know this school year will look different and require adjustments
and flexibility. Our ultimate goal is to ensure our schools open
safely and continue to provide a healthy learning environment for
each and every student.
Thank you for your patience as we continue to plan for the
reopening of schools in these uncertain times.
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MESSAGE
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

"Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. The
ability to direct individual accomplishments toward organizational
objectives. It is the fuel that allows common people to attain uncommon
results."
- Andrew Carnegie
This has been the most challenging year I have ever experienced as an educator. But I
am grateful for the team at PUSD that has been working tirelessly on our reopening
plans in the face of ever-changing health conditions and conflicting data and
information. This plan has been developed with a constant focus on how to best serve
our students. This document will help provide guidance to our principals as they
develop the site specific logistical plans and we will continue to update the reopening
plan based on the California Department of Public Health and County Public Health
guidelines and local county orders. Our ultimate goal is to ensure our schools open
safely and continue to provide a healthy learning environment for each and every
student.
It will be critical that we continue to monitor the CA Department of Public Health and
local directives to update plans through the summer and beyond to ensure the opening
of schools provides a safe and healthy environment for students and staff. We will
continue to plan and collaborate with teachers who will be taking on new roles as
virtual teachers in September to ensure they feel confident with tools, resources and
online pedagogy. Our reopening focus will support our district vision of creating culture
and conditions to empower world class learners. Our efforts to increase the level of
critical thinking and engagement for students will continue in all settings. We will also
be continuing efforts to integrate more culturally relevant curriculum within and across
grade levels to ensure diverse perspectives are included in literature and history. One of
the greatest concerns during school closures has been the impact on students’
emotional well-being. We will amplify our efforts to ensure students feel connected,
valued and have opportunities to learn collaboratively. Our students with unique
learning needs, as well as with IEPs, 504s and English learners will continue to be
provided with the necessary differentiated supports to foster their individual success.
While we may need to limit parents' physical presence on campus, our goal will be to
continue to partner with parents for their child’s education.
We will continue to communicate regularly with our families and staff regarding our
plans and changing health and safety protocols. We want our parents to be as informed
as possible when making the decision that is right for their children and family.

MARIAN KIM PHELPS, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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VALUES
FOR REOPENING SCHOOLS SAFELY

THESE CORE VALUES HAVE GUIDED THE WORK OF POWAY
UNIFIED'S SUPERINTENDENT, STAFF, ADMINISTRATORS
AND TEACHERS TO ENSURE A SMOOTH AND SAFE 2020-21
SCHOOL YEAR FOR EACH AND EVERY STUDENT:

FOLLOW CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC HEALTH (CDPH)
GUIDELINES AND SAN DIEGO
COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

MAINTAIN AN
INCLUSIVE, CARING,
AND SUPPORTIVE
SCHOOL CULTURE

ESTABLISH SYSTEMATIC
PROTOCOLS FOR HEALTH
AND SAFETY

TIMELY, FREQUENT
COMMUNICATION AND
TRANSPARENCY

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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PATH TO REOPENING
PUSD'S TIMELINE

Draft School Reopening Plan
and Safety Guidelines

Support sites
closing out 2019-20

SPRING
SPRING

EMERGENCY CLOSURES

July 16: Abraxas
First Day

Survey stakeholders to solicit input regarding
learning options for 2020-21.

July 6: School sites and facilities
open for summer programs

Engage sub-committees to develop
plans for teaching, learning/health
and safety protocols.
EARLY
EARLY
SUMMER
SUMMER

July 20: Survey due for
Valley Elementary
families' commitment
for Campus/Virtual

June 25: Reopening Plan approved
by PUSD Board and posted to
PUSD reopening page

July 24: Share Reopening
Guidebook
Survey results available to
all school sites
LATE
LATE
SUMMER
SUMMER

Site & District Virtual Q&As to
address questions

REOPEN SCHOOLS

July 31: Survey due for all
PUSD families' commitment
for Campus/Virtual

Adjust plans to
reflect current CDPH
& County guidelines

Sept. 10: Updated
Reopening Plan
approved by Board

Sites create and
share detailed plans

Sept. 2: PUSD
First Day

Aug. 3: Valley
First Day

FALL
FALL 2020
2020

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING
TO SCHOOL
AS WE REOPEN...
The health and safety of our students, staff, and families is of the utmost importance. Due to
new health and safety measures set forth by the County of San Diego and the California
Department of Public Health, the 2020-21 school year will look much different than in years
previous. The District plans to focus on academic instruction as well as the programs that are
crucial for the mental, social emotional, and physical well-being of students.

SCREENING AT HOME:

ARRIVING AT SCHOOL:

Arrival/departure times and
campus entry points will be
managed to allow for
appropriate physical distancing.

Students and staff are asked
to self-screen for symptoms
such as cough, shortness of
breath, runny nose and fever
at home before coming to
school or getting on a bus.

Physical barriers will be installed
in areas where face-to-face
interaction with the public
occurs.

Anyone with a fever of 100°F
or more should not go to a
school site. Those
experiencing symptoms
including persistent cough,
shortness of breath, or runny
nose should not attend
school.

School sites will have signage
throughout campus to
encourage physical distancing
and proper sanitation.

Temperatures will be taken and
health screening questions will
be asked at school entry points.

Staff members are required
to self-screen and complete
a daily temperature check
prior to coming to a PUSD
site.

PUSD will work with the County
to identify testing opportunities
and locations for school staff.

*If your family is considering travel at this time or planning a
trip, please review this important information from the CDC.*
TRAVEL:

We appreciate your support in reducing exposure to students
and staff.

°

ESTABLISHED PROTOCOLS IF A TEMPERATURE OF 100

Students with a temperature of 100°F
or higher will not be admitted and shall
be sent home,
Individual should then contact a health
care provider for further instructions.
Please notify the school administration
of any positive COVID-19 test results.
School will notify health officials, staff
and families of any positive cases.

F+ IS DETECTED:

If a student develops a fever while at school, they
will be isolated from other students, provided a
face covering if they do not have one, and their
parent/guardian will be contacted to pick them
up.
Sick staff and students will be advised to isolate
according to CDC guidelines. The individual may
return after 10 days since symptoms first
appeared and no fever for the last 24 hours, or 3
days after all symptoms are fully resolved with
proof of negative COVID test.

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND PROTOCOLS
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING TO SCHOOL

Staff and students will be trained on proper hand hygiene,
including hand washing and use of hand sanitizer (CDC:
Handwashing: Clean Hands Save Lives).
Students will be instructed to wash or sanitize their hands
upon arrival into the campus, using the restroom, and lunch.
Handwashing and hand sanitizing for students will be
reinforced daily with time allotted to wash hands regularly.
Hand sanitizer stations will be available at all school sites.
Students and staff will be instructed on protocols for
coughing, sneezing, etc. while protecting others.

HAND HYGIENE

Schools will limit sharing of supplies: belongings separated in
individually labeled storage containers, cubbies or areas.
Visual reminders will be provided and posted for staff and
students.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING

6 feet, as possible

Sites will implement plans to ensure physical
distancing, such as AM/PM sessions for elementary,
reducing the number of students in classrooms.
Sites will design spaces with physical distancing in
mind, which may include instruction outdoors or in
larger areas and one-way traffic flow in hallways.
Student work spaces will be arranged with
consideration for maximum physical distancing,
following public health recommendations. Partitions
will be used on desktops.
Teacher and other staff desks will be distanced at
least six feet away from student desks.
Group activities will be significantly limited, and offsite field trips will be suspended.
Visual reminders will be provided and posted around
campus.

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND PROTOCOLS
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING TO SCHOOL

Face coverings are required for ALL students Preschool-12th
(unless exempt), in order to provide additional protection for
students and staff and prevent the spread of COVID-19. Students
without masks will be provided with a disposable one to wear
while at school.

FACE COVERINGS

Students who refuse to wear face coverings and do not have an
exemption will be excluded from on-campus learning. They will
be required to participate in fully virtual learning.
Students with medical/sensory/cognitive/behavioral exemptions
(with a doctor's note) will not be required to wear a mask, but
are strongly encouraged to utilize a face shield if possible.
Students will be instructed on proper face covering protocol.
Parents are asked to familiarize their children with the use of
cloth face coverings, including the importance of being careful
not to touch their mask or areas of their face.

Students will be asked to wear face coverings upon arrival to the school site,
throughout the day in their classrooms, as they transition between classes, as
they travel around campus, when they have less than 6 feet of distance between
themselves and another student or staff member, and when they are dismissed.
Students will be allowed to remove their masks to eat, or for any mask breaks
designated by staff.
All staff will be provided with face coverings and are required to wear face
coverings unless prevented due to health conditions or instructional/
communication needs. In those instances, staff will be provided with a clear face
shield.
Visual reminders regarding face covering protocols will be posted for staff and
students.

CHILD'S AGE

FACE COVERING REQUIRED?

Younger than Preschool (Pearl Center)

NO

Preschool through 12th grade

YES

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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MAINTENANCE AND
OPERATIONS

PUSD is committed to securing additional safety equipment to

SAFETY EQUIPMENT maintain the cleanliness of campuses, including but not limited to:

HAND SANITIZING STATIONS
Hand sanitizing stations will be located in common areas such as lunch
areas, MPRs, front offices, and priority locations identified by the principal.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR STAFF
The District will provide face masks for staff. All staff are required to wear
fabric face coverings unless prevented due to health conditions or
instructional/communication needs. In those instances, staff will be
provided with a clear face shield. Additional disposable masks and gloves
are also available, as needed.

TOUCHLESS THERMOMETERS
The District has provided each school and district site with touchless
forehead thermometers so staff may screen each student, and themselves,
as they enter campus.

ELECTROSTATIC AND UV CLEANERS
The district will provide electrostatic sprayers for every campus.
The sprayers will enable custodial staff to more efficiently disinfect our
campuses. The units spray a fine mist of disinfectant solution that is
statically charged and then adheres to the surfaces in the room ensuring
coverage. Detailed attention will be given to high-touch areas such as door
handles, desktops, sink handles, handrails and restrooms throughout the
day.
UltraViolet (UV) Disinfecting Wands will be provided for all classrooms.

Campuses will follow guidelines developed
by the CDPH for cleaning, disinfection, and
ventilation of school sites as practicable.

OTHER SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

Drinking fountains will be disabled. Students
should bring their own water bottles and may refill
their bottles at designated sinks on campus.
Breaks, recesses, and lunch will be staggered as
feasible to allow maximum physical distancing.
Bathrooms will be cleaned and stocked with
soap throughout the day.

The district is upgrading from a 3-ply to a 4ply filter, exceeding current requirements.
HVAC schedules will be set to run at least one
hour before and after occupied hours.

Disinfecting wipes and/or disinfecting sprays
will be provided in every classroom.
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS

HVAC systems have been serviced and
inspected across the District to ensure proper
operation and circulation of outside air.
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TRANSPORTATION
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING
TO SCHOOL

Drivers will stand at the entrance to the bus during
student loading to perform a pre-entry symptom screen
and temperature check with touchless thermometers.
Students not meeting screening requirements will not
be permitted to board the bus.
Students will load from back of bus to front of bus and
disembark from the front of bus to the back.

BOARDING &
DISEMBARKING

Should a student become ill during transit, they will be
isolated in a dedicated seat behind the driver.
Students should practice physical distancing while
waiting on buses at school bus stops and student
loading zones on campuses.
Students should practice physical distancing to the best
extent possible while seated on the bus.
At this time, PUSD Transportation is planning to provide
the same level of services to our eligible communities.

DISINFECTION
& CLEANING

Transportation has purchased electrostatic
disinfecting sprayers. Each bus will be disinfected
nightly with the electrostatic sprayer.
PUSD Bus Drivers are being trained in the steps to
properly disinfect.
Drivers will perform disinfecting wipe down of high
touch points following the AM runs and PM runs.
Drivers have been directed to assure air flow for
constant ventilation by means of AC, Windows or
Roof Ventilation Hatches open.
School bus windows will be open to ensure
maximum ventilation, unless doing so poses a safety
or health risk for current or subsequent occupants.

Due to the likely inability to provide physical
distancing on buses, students and drivers will be
required to wear face coverings while on a PUSD bus.

FACE COVERINGS

Drivers may remove face covering to ensure safe
operation of the bus, unless within 6 feet of the
nearest passenger.
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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FOR PUSD STUDENTS IN VIRTUAL
LEARNING AND ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

FREE SCHOOL MEALS ARE AVAILABLE TO ALL PUSD STUDENTS

GRAB & GO BREAKFAST AND LUNCH MEALS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE
FOLLOWING 7 CONVENIENTLY LOCATED SCHOOL SITES THROUGHOUT THE
DISTRICT, FIVE DAYS A WEEK FROM 7 AM TO 8:30AM AND 11AM TO 1PM. *NOTE:
AS OF OCTOBER 12, ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS THAT HAVE REOPENED TO ON
CAMPUS INSTRUCTION HAVE THEIR OWN LUNCH DISTRIBUTION PROCEDURES
AND TIMES FOR STUDENTS ATTENDING THEIR SCHOOL, WHETHER IN PERSON
OR VIRTUALLY.

Del Norte High School
(16601 Nighthawk Lane, San Diego, CA 92127)
Meadowbrook Middle School
(12320 Meadowbrook Lane, Poway CA 92064)
Mt. Carmel High School
(9550 Carmel Mountain Road, San Diego, CA 92129)
Poway High School
(15500 Espola Road, Poway, CA 92064)
Rancho Bernardo High School
(13010 Paseo Lucido, San Diego, CA 92128)
Twin Peaks Middle School
(14640 Tierra Bonita Road, Poway, CA 92064)
Westview High School
(13500 Camino Del Sur, San Diego, CA 92129)

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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FOOD AND NUTRITION
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WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING
TO SCHOOL

STUDENT MEALS FOR ON-CAMPUS AND VIRTUAL LEARNING

AS WE REOPEN...
The PUSD Food and Nutrition Department is committed to meeting the nutritional needs of each
and every student during the 2020-21 school year. The department has developed, and will adhere
to, the following measures to ensure the overall health and safety of students who rely on PUSD's
meal service. Food and Nutrition staff will follow safety guidelines set forth by the California
Department of Public Health for handwashing, proper sanitation of work stations, physical
distancing, and face coverings.

ON-CAMPUS MEALS:

GRAB & GO MEALS:

Schools will establish meal
serving hours for their virtual
learning students.

Provide contact-free meal service to
protect students and employees.
All school meals are free until further
notice.

Curbside meal distribution
service depending on staff
availability and meal serving
schedules.

Eliminate self-service stations and use
individually packaged foods.
Stagger meal times as feasible to
allow for distribution and as much
physical distancing as possible.

Provide grab-and-go meals
for consumption at home.

Grab & Go breakfast/lunch will
continue to be served at the
seven middle and high schools
mentioned in page 12, plus all
elementary schools.

Students in AM sessions will take
meals home. Students in PM sessions
will eat prior to coming to school.
Students in the PM session can pick
up meals and take them home for the
following day. Students attending ESS
will get their meals at school and eat
at designated areas on campus.

Reinforce health and safety
protocols, including hand
hygiene, physical distancing,
wearing face coverings,
gloves, and aprons.

OTHER SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR MEAL DISTRIBUTION ON CAMPUS:

Sites will predetermine
additional spaces for lunch
as needed to ensure
physical distancing in
outdoor lunch areas.
Encourage students to
maintain physical
distancing, as possible.

Hand sanitizing dispensers
will be located in lunch
areas.
Allow students the option
of washing their hands
with soap and water for 20
seconds or using hand
sanitizers.

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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NOTIFICATION
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What measures should be taken when a student, teacher, or staff member has symptoms, is in
contact with someone infected, or is diagnosed with COVID-19? The following steps have been
provided by the San Diego County Office of Education:
COVID-19 EXPOSURE ACTION & COMMUNICATION STEPS*

(†) A Close Contact is defined by the CDC as someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a
cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for
asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to test specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated.”
(††) A cohort is a stable group with fixed membership that stays together for all courses and activities (e.g., lunch,
recess, etc.) and avoids contact with other persons or cohorts.

*NOTE: Please ensure to provide your school site with the most up-to-date contact information.

Additionally, the District is maintaining a COVID-19 Dashboard on our website, listing all
confirmed cases related to PUSD school sites and offices

CONSIDERATIONS FOR PARTIAL OR TOTAL CLOSURE

Once schools reopen, schools are not required to close again if the county sees an increase in
case rates or positive testing percentages. However, individual school closure is recommended
based on the number of cases, the percentage of the teacher/students/staff that are positive for
COVID-19, and following consultation with the local health officer.
Individual school closure may occur when there are multiple cases in multiple cohorts at a school
or when at least 5% of the total number of teachers/student/ staff are cases within a 14-day
period. A superintendent should close a school district if 25% or more of schools in a district have
closed due to COVID-19 within 14 days, and in consultation with the local public health officer.

COVID-19 SCHOOL
DECISION TREE

OCTOBER 12, 2020

Schools should refer to information from the CDC regarding COVID-19 transmission rates,
spread, and treatment. Any actions will be determined in close partnership with local health
officials on a case by case basis.
For additional guidance, please refer to this decision tree from San Diego County regarding
decisions made at the site-level when assessing risk: in the event of COVID-19 exposure or; if a
student or staff member develops any one of the following signs or symptoms:

WHAT HAPPENS TO LEARNING IF A CLASSROOM OR SCHOOL CLOSES?

If a classroom cohort or school needs to close, the students move to online
learning with their existing teacher until they can return back to campus.
When cleared to return, the students and teacher resume their on campus
learning in person.
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
HEALTH
When we return to school, a top
priority is the social emotional
well-being of our students.

AS WE REOPEN...
Poway Unified School District Staff and schools are committed to supporting the
social emotional wellness of each and every student, each and every day. Schools
are offering resources to ensure the transition back to school is as smooth as
possible.
Now more than ever, we appreciate the partnership of families in helping create
healthy environments for students during these challenging and unprecedented
times. We are asking that schools and families work together to remain flexible
and collaborative in assessing students' individual needs.

CARING
CONNECTIONS

PUSD's Caring Connections Center
provides a wide variety of free resources to
families. The focus of service is for students
in grades TK-12 who may be experiencing
any of the following: difficult situations at
home or in school, depression, continued
academic failure, involvement in violencerelated offenses, alcohol or other drug
related behavior.
Families may be referred by
school personnel, or can reach out directly
by calling: 858-668-4084.

CENTER

13626 Twin Peaks Rd
Bldg #300
Poway, CA 92064

Office - (858) 668-4084

vephraim@powayusd.com

PUSD SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL SUPPORT MAY INCLUDE:

Teachers will pay close attention to social emotional learning in both in-person and virtual
classrooms.
COVID-19 training for students in hygiene and prevention
Community resources, classes, and webinars for parents on COVID-19 (here)
Crisis and Emergency Help Line: 1-888-724-7240
Assistance with Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) cards, CalFresh renewals
Guidance for Youth in Transition (YIT) and Foster Care
On-Campus/Virtual 504 meetings, counseling and referral services
On-Campus/Virtual Special Education Services and IEP meetings
Guidance for students and families in the English Learner Program
Enrichment Services (virtual tours, museums, age-specific exercise, etc.)
Teacher office hours for additional support and instruction
College and Career advising
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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LEARNING MODELS
BEING OFFERED TO FAMILIES

OPTIONS FOR 2020-21 INCLUDE:

Virtual
Alternative

On-Campus
Learning
Learning*

OR

Academy

OR

Programs

*NOTE: ALL STUDENTS WILL BEGIN THE SCHOOL YEAR FULLY VIRTUAL; THE
DISTRICT WILL ADOPT A PHASED-IN APPROACH TO REOPENING SCHOOLS:

Phase 1:

Elementary schools will open for on-campus learning with an
AM/PM schedule; middle and high schools will remain in
virtual learning, but can bring small groups onto campus

ALL LEARNING MODELS WILL INCLUDE THESE OBJECTIVES:

RIGOROUS AND
INNOVATIVE LEARNING

MEANINGFUL ASSESSMENT
AND FEEDBACK

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE
CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

CONNECTION AND
BELONGING

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
LEARNING

SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS
WITH DIFFERING ABILITIES

ENGAGEMENT AND
COLLABORATION

PARENTS AS PARTNERS

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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AM/PM EXAMPLE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
5 half days on campus/week plus asynchronous learning at home
-K-5: 250 instructional minutes (150 on campus + 100 asynchronous)
-TK: 180 Instructional minutes (150 on campus + 30 asynchronous)

Placement considerations include those needing bus transportation and ESS/ASES
needs
Siblings will be grouped into the same session
CDPH and County health & safety guidelines in place

8:30am - 11:05am 11:05am - 12:05pm

12:05pm - 2:40pm

Schedule When Not on Campus

AM Group: 11:05am - 12:20pm Lunch To Go/Head Home/Independent Reading
12:20pm - 12:50pm Online Adaptive Learning Programs (Lexia, iReady)
12:50pm - 2:00pm Lessons, Choice Boards, and/or Assignments
PM Group: 8:30am - 9:00am Online Adaptive Learning Programs (Lexia, iReady)
9:10am - 10:20am Lessons, Choice Boards, and/or Assignments
10:20am - 12:05pm Independent Reading/Lunch/Head to School
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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SMALL GROUPS
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS

For Phase 1 of our Reopening Plan, middle and high school students will remain in
virtual learning at least through the end of their grading period (November 6 for
Quarter System and November 20 for Trimester System)
Small groups of students will be brought onto campus, based on their curricular
needs, social emotional needs, student services needs, and student supports needs

KEY CONSIDERATIONS*:

Middle Schools:
Curricular - Science Labs, Visual Arts, CTE
Targeted learning supports - AVID,
English Language Development, CORE
Social Emotional Groups
Student Supports - Critical Skills Classes,
NSH, Special Day Classes
Co-Curricular - Yearbook, ASB
Extra Curricular - Clubs, Science Olympiad, sports
Childcare - After School Program (ASES)

High Schools:
Curricular- Visual Arts, CTE, Agriculture, Fire Science, Robotics,
NJROTC, Science Labs
Social Emotional Groups- Intervention, counseling, support
groups, peer counseling
Student Supports- Special Education, AVID, English Language
Development
Extra Curricular- Clubs, Science Olympiad, Speech and
Debate, Academic League, Robotics
Co-Curricular- Band, Orchestra, Theater, Choir, Yearbook, ASB
Athletics- non-CIF workouts, training, small groups following
CDPH guidelines.
*These are examples, not an exhaustive list
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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ON-CAMPUS LEARNING
PHASE 1 FOR PUSD FAMILIES

KEY FEATURES

ELEMENTS

Phase 1 of reopening will include AM/PM sessions for elementary schools and small groups for
middle and high schools in order to ensure physical distancing inside classrooms.
Classrooms will utilize space by spreading desks and tables, as well as using vacant classrooms
and outdoor space as available. Schools may also create smaller cohorts or pods within grades or
classes to minimize contact with other students.
AM/PM - Elementary students will be on for campus 5 half days a week with classroom teacher(s);
and online for asynchronous learning at home
Small Groups of Middle and High School students will be on campus for activities such as cocurricular (CTE) and extra-curricular (clubs) and targeted supports for students with disabilities

In-Class
Instruction

School schedules will be developed to reduce numbers of students in common areas during
breaks, lunches, and passing periods as feasible
Designated times and areas for students will be adjusted at the individual school site to limit
large groups from gathering.
Classroom routines, such as those for turning in assignments, will be designed to minimize
contact.
Initially, no visitors will be allowed on to campuses, including classroom volunteers and parents,
and all off-site field trips are postponed. This will be reevaluated as health conditions change.
Schools will follow the physical distancing guidelines per the most current health order, as most
feasible
Changes will be made to eliminate sharing of instructional materials (pencils, pens, markers,
manipulatives, etc).
Physical distancing signs will be placed on the pavement, and posters will be placed on campus.
Physical distancing guidelines will be enforced during arrival and departure.
It is strongly encouraged that parents talk to their younger children about the importance of physical
distancing prior to returning to on-campus learning.

Safety
Protocols in
Place

Daily screenings for staff and students will be implemented
Families, students, and staff will be asked to self-screen for symptoms at home before coming to
school or getting on a bus.
Temperature-taking will be required before entry via touchless thermometers.
Health screening questions will be asked at predetermined entry points.
Schools will follow established protocols if a temperature of 100+ degrees is detected
A full explanation of these protocols can be found in the 'Health and Safety' section of this
guidebook, on page 7.
Face coverings and PPE (all PPE should be student friendly, school appropriate)
Pursuant to the San Diego County public health order, members of the public are required to
wear masks on PUSD property.
PUSD will be providing masks to staff. Presently, all staff are required to wear fabric face
coverings unless prevented due to health conditions or instructional/ communication needs. In
those instances, staff will be provided with a clear face shield from the District.
PUSD will require all students in Preschool through 12th grade to wear masks at school, unless
exempt.
Students with medical/sensory/cognitive/behavioral exemptions (with a doctor's note) will not
be required to wear a mask, but are strongly encouraged to utilize a face shield if possible.
Students who are not exempt and refuse to wear a mask on campus will learn virtually instead.

Access to
Supports,
Enrichment, and
Intervention

Students will have the option to participate in on-campus sports, performing arts, and extra
curricular and co-curricular activities as allowed
Small groups of students can meet on campus for extracurricular and co-curricular activities
such as performing arts, speech & debate, Science Olympiad, robotics, and non-CIF sports and
clubs on a case by case basis, as allowable under state and county guidelines.
Sports: As high school athletics are governed by the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF),
we will be adhering to the guidelines set forth by the organization (see page 26).
Referral and intervention services will be available for students
Staff will continue to identify students in need of additional support, and provide services as
needed.
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ON-CAMPUS LEARNING
OPTION 1 FOR PUSD FAMILIES

KEY FEATURES

ELEMENTS

Maintain
Connections
with Students
and Staff

Learning options will prioritize social and emotional wellness
Teachers and support staff build positive relationships and rapport with students based on trust
and showing students that they are listening and interested.
Both learning options may include mindful moments, student check-ins, personal connections,
social emotional lessons, and differentiated supports so students feel connected and engaged.
Schools will foster a positive school environment
Staff will be responsive to students' needs and check in with them on a regular basis in both
learning models.
Teachers will build classroom environments that are collaborative, with expectations for treating
one another with mutual respect.
Students are valued and have assets such as their lived experiences, language, culture, and
identity that is honored.
Schools will ensure students feel supported in physical health
Outdoor learning spaces will be utilized as reasonably as possible to support health and safety.
Both learning models will include opportunities to exercise, play, and engage in P.E.
Staff will implement reasonable, practical and preventative safety procedures when students
are outdoors.

Continue to
Foster Rigor and
Innovative
Learning

Build upon the learning experiences utilized during distance learning
Teachers and students will be intentional about incorporating useful technology into the
classroom.
Teachers will individualize student learning while adhering to standards-based content. Student
progress will be measure through assessments, feedback, and letter grades in both models of
learning.
Targeted instruction will be provided to support English learners, students with special needs,
and students in need of additional support.

ON-CAMPUS
OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT: LEARNING
ABSENCES AND TRUANCY
Truancy limits (10% of missed days)
will not apply to students who are
sent home for a minimum of 14 days
due to COVID-19 exposure.
Students with needs for extended
absences will be placed on an Off
Campus Independent Study (OCIS)
contract, and will NOT be enrolled
into the Virtual Learning Academy.
A full explanation of COVID-19 testing
and notification protocol on campus
can be found in the 'Health and
Safety' section of this guidebook.

CLASSROOM VOLUNTEERS
Currently volunteers and visitors who
are not employed by PUSD are not
allowed on campus, with the
exception of parent participation
preschool.
At some point we would like to have
volunteers back, but must monitor
health orders in order to welcome
volunteers back.
When the time comes, there will be
training to ensure volunteers follow
established protocols.

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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CLASS SCHEDULES (MS, HS)
School sites will work to develop
individual schedules for their own
campuses based on the data from
the Family Commitment Survey
indicating learning model
preferences.
Schools will do their best and make
every effort to honor Course Request
Forms as they create their master
schedules.
Schedules will reflect modifications
made in response to physical
distancing requirements as feasible
(breaks, lunch, etc.)
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VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY
OPTION 2 FOR PUSD FAMILIES

KEY FEATURES

ELEMENTS

Students will receive virtual classroom learning five (5) days a week from home
Integrated standards-based instruction will be provided by the virtual classroom teacher via
vigorous live and recorded lessons, offline learning, and virtual collaboration with their online
community.
Virtual Learning will utilize one learning management platform: Canvas.
Students will be following a virtual bell time schedule to attend live instruction and required
classroom conversations.
There will be regular office hours, homeroom, and opportunities for students to ask questions.
Virtual Learning will have specific PE classes for all students.
We are considering having virtual learning students join on-campus elective classes via video to
participate.

Daily Virtual
Instruction

Daily attendance and grading
Attendance in the Virtual Learning Academy is required.
Curriculum and instruction will include rigorous, standards-based content and assignments will
be given letter grades.
Letter grades will count for middle school and high school credit as they would while on
campus. Elementary students will receive a standards-based progress report.
Virtual classrooms are organized by school
Our goal is to foster continuity of our school community. This means to the greatest extent
possible, students will receive virtual instruction from a teacher at their home school. The
determining factors will be the number of students and staff requesting the VLA option for each
school. If placement at the home school is not feasible, the student will receive instruction from
another highly qualified Poway Unified teacher.
Teacher placement will be based on school site, medical accommodations, and who is best
qualified as well as their credential and subject specialty.
Tangible learning materials will be provided to students in virtual learning classes
PUSD will coordinate a process for students to pick up their classroom materials such as
textbooks and supplies, just as we did with laptop distribution in April.
Equity in academic progress and grading
Teachers in the Virtual Learning Academy will provide feedback and assessments to gauge
student progress, and will provide content that is aligned with California standards as set by the
California Department of Education.
Tailored, differentiated instruction will be provided to meet the academic, social and emotional
needs of our world class learners.
Differentiated learning support for students with diverse learning needs
Staff will ensure our students with additional learning needs (504s, English Learners, Special
Education) are provided with targeted instruction and supports.
Our Youth in Transition program for homeless and foster youth will continue to reach out and
make connections with students and provide support.
Teachers and counselors will continue to make regular contact with students who have
additional needs.

Access to
Supports,
Enrichment, and
Intervention

Referral and intervention services will be available for students
Staff will continue to identify all students in need of additional support (regardless of educational
program), and provide services as needed.
Learning options will prioritize social and emotional wellness
Teachers and support staff will continue to build positive relationships and rapport with
students based on trust and showing students that they are listening and interested.
Both learning options may include mindful moments, student check-ins, personal connections,
social emotional lessons, and small group supports so students feel connected and engaged.
Schools will foster a positive school environment
Teachers will build classroom environments that are collaborative, with expectations for treating
one another with mutual respect.
Students are valued and have assets such as their lived experiences, language, culture, and
identity that is honored.
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VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY
OPTION 2 FOR PUSD FAMILIES

ACTION ITEM

CATEGORY

Maintain
Connections
with Students
and Staff

Learning options will prioritize social and emotional wellness
Teachers and support staff build positive relationships and rapport with students
based on trust and showing students that they are listening and interested.
Both learning options may include mindful moments, student check-ins, personal
connections, social emotional lessons, and differentiated supports for students so they
feel connected and engaged.
Students will have access to school counselors for academic and social/emotional
support.

OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL LEARNING
DISTANCE VS. VIRTUAL

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Distance learning was an
emergency response to the
school closures, with limited
live instruction and a
temporary move to credit/no
credit.

PUSD will work with teachers
in the Virtual Learning
Academy to ensure that they
have technical knowledge
and issues addressed so
students may have a high
quality experience.

Virtual learning will adhere to
a daily learning bell schedule,
with letter grades and daily
attendance, and more teacherfacilitated interaction/direct
teaching.
Our team reviewed sample
schedules from several schools
and districts that had
successful virtual learning
models. We also leaned on
current research for best
practices as we designed class
schedules.

ENROLLMENT FOR 2021-22
Any student enrolled in the
Virtual Learning Academy
would still retain their
enrollment (and transcripts)
to their current physical
school.
You will not lose your
enrollment spot for the 202122 school year by choosing
the Virtual Learning
Academy model for 2020-21.

We will have job-aides and
support for families to ensure
students are successful by
reducing any technical
issues. We plan on providing
families with parent
meetings and Back to School
Orientation.
If you need technical
support, please email your
needs to
pusdithelp@powayusd.com.

FAMILY COMMITMENT
The preference is for families
to commit to a model of
learning for the first half of
the 2020-21 school year. We
will have another window for
families to reassess their
choice.
We want students to have
successful experiences, and
will review requests for
changes on a case-by-case
basis. Any mid-term changes
will be dependent upon the
availability of space and
staffing.
If a family does not commit
to a choice via the Districtwide survey, the school site
will follow up with a
communication. If a family
does not respond, the
student will be placed in the
on campus learning model.

TIME BANKING
We value collaboration and
planning time for our
teachers.
Due to daily instructional
minute requirements, time
banking days will be
temporarily suspended for
the 2020-21 school year, and
will resume for the 2021-22
school year.

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?
If you have additional questions
that were not answered here,
please submit them on this form.
While we cannot answer every
question individually, we will be
updating our FAQs with
additional answers based on the
questions we receive.
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SAMPLE SCHEDULES
VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY (AND ON- CAMPUS
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS WHILE ONLINE LEARNING)

ELEMENTARY (TK-5)
Following is an example of a typical day in a
Virtual Classroom. Please note that these are
sample schedules and the times can vary from
day to day as well as the time on and offline in
order to serve students’ developmental, social,
academic, and emotional needs.

TIME

8:00-8:30

Literacy
Block
10:20-10:50
ELA Check

EVERY DAY (Teachers):

45 minutes - 4.5 hour(s) LIVE
online instruction

40 minute duty-free lunch
Prep/planning/collaboration
(in alignment with Culture of
Shared Responsibility MOU)

1-2 hour(s) NON-LIVE
(recorded/prerecorded/adaptive)

Office Hours

2-3 hours OFFLINE learning
Mixed Learning = choice of
offline, online live, or online nonlive

STUDENT

TEACHER

Teacher Prep/Collaboration Time
Morning Meeting (LIVE) & 5-minute stretch break

8:30-8:55
8:55-10:20

EVERY DAY (Student):

30 minutes whole group instruction
(LIVE)
55 minutes in small ELA/ELD groups

Live Lesson
Small Group Lesson
Independent work/choice boards

Analyze student work and
provide live feedback

Attend feedback with teacher or independent reading/
writing

10:50-11:30

Lunch

Lunch

11:30-12:25

30 minute (LIVE or recorded)
Math lesson
25 minute (LIVE) small group
lesson

Live Lesson
Small Group Lesson
Independent work/choice boards

Math
Workshop

12:25-12:45

Recess/Brain Break/Move Your Body

12:45-1:15

Prep/Planning/Collaboration

Adaptive Learning (Lexia/iReady)

1:15-1:45

STEM/VAPA/Social Studies/
Integrated projects (LIVE or
Recorded) Instruction
Check-in with students (LIVE)

STEM/VAPA/Social Studies Lesson
Independent Project Work

1:45-3:40

Teacher Prep/Collaboration Time

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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SAMPLE SCHEDULES
VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY (AND ON- CAMPUS
MS STUDENTS WHILE ONLINE LEARNING)

MIDDLE (6-8)
Longer blocks of learning
time for students provide
more time and flexibility
for both live/recorded and
pre-recorded lessons for
the virtual classroom
community of learners to
engage in lively and
rigorous learning activities

This example shows a semester long, 6-period block
schedule:
Most of our middle
schools are on a
semester schedule, with
grading terms, 4 times a
year

KEY

SAMPLE 2: MS CLASS PERIOD (90-MINUTE)

8:30-8:40

Digital Review of prior knowledge (online
activity assigned through digital tool

8:30-8:50

8:40-9:10

Live mini-lesson (in-person via Zoom)

8:50-9:40

9:10-9:50

Collaborative Group Work OR complete
independent practice of concepts

9:50-10:00

Digital post-assessment (online)

9:40-10:00

Live (In-Person via Zoom) student
connecting activity
Live (In-Person via Zoom) small-group
lesson(s) based on assessment data, OR
Collaborative group work OR digital
independent practice (when not in small
group with teacher)
Live (In-Person via Zoom) or pre-recorded
digital closure activity

Homework: Students complete self-paced work
OR pre-recorded lesson

'A' DAY

TIME

A common calendar
will be developed for
minimum days,
professional growth
days, including
holidays and
conference days

PERIOD BREAKDOWN:

SAMPLE 1: MS CLASS PERIOD (90-MINUTE)

Homework: Students complete self-paced work
OR pre-recorded lesson for flipped
classroom/discussion

Our Career
Technical Education
courses, such as
Gateway to
Technology, are set
up to support the
learning schedule

'B' DAY

SEL: Social Emotional
Learning
PLC: Professional Learning
Community
PD: Professional
Development
ELA: English Language Arts
SS: Social Studies
Science
Math
CTE: Career Technical
Education
VAPA: Visual and
Performing Arts
PE: Physical Education

WED. EARLY OUT

8:00-8:25

Homeroom
Check-in/SEL/Community
Building

Homeroom
Check-in/SEL/Community
Building

Homeroom
Check-in/SEL/Community
Building

8:30-10:00

Period 1 (Science)
Live (See Samples)

Period 4 (Math)
Live (See Samples)

Day 1 or 2

10:00-10:10

Break

Break

Break

10:10-11:40

Period 2 (ELA)
Live (See Samples)

Period 5 (SS)
Live (See Samples)

Day 1 or 2

11:45-12:20

Lunch - Duty Free

Lunch - Duty Free

Lunch - Duty Free

12:25-1:55

Period 3 (Elective
CTE/VAPA)
Live (See Examples)

Period 6 (P.E.)
Live (See Examples)

Day 1 or 2

2:00-2:45

Tutorial/Office
Hours Assigned

Tutorial/Office
Hours Assigned

Students' Early Out
Collaboration, PD
Attend PLCs,
IEPs/504 meetings
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SAMPLE SCHEDULES - 4X4
VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY (AND ON-CAMPUS
HS STUDENTS WHILE ONLINE LEARNING)

HIGH (9-12)

This example shows a sample Quarter System 4 X 4 Block
Schedule.

Similar to a Trimester schedule, in a 4x4 schedule, students can earn a full year of credit and those
interested can take additional courses. The 4x4 affords students flexibility to take as many as 16 courses and
as few as 12 courses.
Some students choose to take an “Off Roll” as one of their Time Blocks. When Off Roll, a student is not
assigned a class or credit. So, why do some students choose an Off Roll? Some students take an Off Roll to
be able to focus on three classes instead of four classes. As many students may participate in extracurricular
activities such as sports, theatre arts, or pursue other passions, some students may choose Off Roll as an
option for additional dedicated time.
If a student needs to retake a class, due to earning a D or F, it is still possible for the student to remain ontrack to graduate on-time. Students can take additional classes to support their learning or accelerate their
learning. This schedule allows for students who may need to move from the Virtual Learning Academy to
their trimester school in person to do so without missing instruction or content.

PERIOD BREAKDOWN:
SAMPLE 1: HS CLASS PERIOD (80-MINUTE)

SAMPLE 2: HS CLASS PERIOD (80-MINUTE)

8:15-8:25

Digital Review of prior knowledge (online
activity assigned through digital tool

8:15-8:25

8:25-8:55

Live mini-lesson (in-person via Zoom)

8:25-8:55

8:55-9:25

Collaborative Group Work OR complete
independent practice of concepts

8:55-9:25

9:25-9:40

Digital post-assessment (online)

9:25-9:40

Homework: Students complete self-paced work
OR pre-recorded lesson for flipped
classroom/discussion

HR
P1
Break

START

END

8:00

8:15

8:15
9:35

9:35
9:45

Transition

P2
Lunch

9:50
11:10

11:10
11:40

11:45

1:05

Transition

P3
Transition

OH

1:10

1:35

Transition

P4

1:40

3:00

Live (In-Person via Zoom) or pre-recorded
closure activity

Homework: Students complete self-paced work
OR pre-recorded lesson

SCHEDULE: M, T, TH, F
PERIOD

Live (In-Person via Zoom) student
connecting activity
Live (In-Person via Zoom) small-group
lesson(s) based on assessment data, OR
Collaborative group work OR digital
independent practice (when not in small
group with teacher)

SCHEDULE: WEDS.
MINUTES TOTAL

15
80
10
5
80
30
5
80
5
25
5
80

REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS

(NOTE: Students have a late start for
teacher Professional Growth/PG)

PERIOD

START

END

PG

8:00

9:00

9:05

10:15

MINUTES TOTAL

Transition

P1
Transition

P2
Lunch

10:20
11:30

11:30
12:00

12:05

1:15

1:20

1:45

1:50

3:00

Transition

P3
Transition

OH
Transition

P4
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60
5
70
5
70
30
5
70
5
25
5
70

SAMPLE SCHEDULES - 4X4
VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY (AND ON-CAMPUS
HS STUDENTS WHILE ONLINE LEARNING)

HIGH (9-12)

Revised 8:00-3:00: Sample Virtual Student Class Schedule
(4 Period Day, Term 1: Quarters 1-2, Term 2: Quarters 3-4)

PERIOD

MON

TUE

HOMEROOM/SEL

Homeroom/
Check In

Homeroom/
Check In

English 1-2

English 1-2

Science 1-2
or Elective

Science 1-2
or Elective

(8:00-8:15)
PERIOD 1
(8:15-9:35)

WED

Late Start
PLCs
(8:00-9:00)
English 1-2
Science 1-2
or Elective

THU

FRI

Homeroom/
Check In

Homeroom/
Check In

English 1-2

English 1-2

Science 1-2
or Elective

Science 1-2
or Elective

Integrated
Math 1-2
or Elective

Integrated
Math 1-2
or Elective

Addtl. Math
or Elective

Addtl. Math
or Elective

ENS 1-2
or
ENS 3-4

ENS 1-2
or
ENS 3-4

TUTORIAL/
OFFICE HOURS

TUTORIAL/
OFFICE HOURS

Elective
or
Off Roll

Elective
or
Off Roll

(9:05-10:15)
BREAK

NO BREAK

(9:35-9:45)

PERIOD 2
(9:50-11:10)

Integrated
Math 1-2
or Elective

Integrated
Math 1-2
or Elective

Addtl. Math
or Elective

Addtl. Math
or Elective

Integrated
Math 1-2
or Elective
Addtl. Math
or Elective
(10:20 - 11:30)

LUNCH

(11:30-12:00)

(11:15-11:45)

ENS 1-2
or
ENS 3-4

PERIOD 3
(11:45-1:05)

ENS 1-2
or
ENS 3-4

ENS 1-2
or
ENS 3-4
(12:05-1:15)

TUTORIAL/
OFFICE HOURS

TUTORIAL/
OFFICE HOURS

TUTORIAL/
OFFICE HOURS

TUTORIAL/
OFFICE HOURS

(1:10-1:35)
PERIOD 4
(1:40-3:00)

(1:20-1:45)

Elective
or
Off Roll

Elective
or
Off Roll

Elective
or
Off Roll
(1:50-3:00)

TEACHING AND LEARNING

FEEDBACK, ASSESSMENT, OTHER FEATURES

More learning time for students by organizing into longer,
daily 80 minute block periods. Wednesdays can be for RTI,
Office Hours, Partnering with Families, PLCs, Professional
Development, and to attend IEPs, 504, S3 meetings
Assessment Centers may be offered on campus with
physical distancing
Science Labs may be offered on campus with physical
distancing
Special Education & 504 plan will be based on the student’s
IEP/504 in the VLA
REOPENING POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOLS
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Regular feedback to students via rubrics, coaching,
support student’s goal setting
Proactively invite students to Office Hours/RTI/Tutorials
Students will receive progress notices mid way through
each quarter
Finals grades will be issued at the end of each Quarter (or
Term for year long courses)
Partner with families to support students during Office
Hours-possibly through phone calls, emails,
telecommuting
LEARN MORE AT WWW.POWAYUSD.COM

SAMPLE SCHEDULES-TRIMESTER
VIRTUAL LEARNING ACADEMY (AND ON- CAMPUS
HS STUDENTS WHILE ONLINE LEARNING)

HIGH (9-12)

This example shows a sample Trimester System Schedule.

In a Trimester schedule, students may take 4 or 5 classes each Trimester and be able to meet the credit
requirements for graduation.
Some students choose to take an “Off Roll” as one of their Time Blocks. When Off Roll, a student is not assigned a
class or credit. So, why do some students choose an Off Roll? Some students take an Off Roll to be able to focus
on three classes instead of four classes. As many students may participate in extracurricular activities such as
sports, theatre arts, or pursue other passions, some students may choose Off Roll as an option for additional
dedicated time.
Another important benefit of a Trimester schedule is if a student needs to retake a class, due to earning a D or F. It
is still possible for the student to remain on-track to graduate on-time. Students can take additional classes to
support their learning or accelerate their learning.

PERIOD BREAKDOWN:

SAMPLE 1: HS CLASS PERIOD (65-MINUTE)

SAMPLE 2: HS CLASS PERIOD (65-MINUTE)

8:00-8:10

Digital review of prior knowledge (online
activity assigned through digital tool)

8:00-8:15

8:10-8:30

Live Mini-Lesson (In-Person via Zoom)

8:10-8:30

8:30-8:50

Collaborative Group Work OR Students
complete digital independent practice of
concepts
Digital post-assessment (online activity
assigned through digital tool)

8:30-8:50

8:50-9:05

8:50-9:05

Homework: Students complete self-paced work OR
pre-recorded lesson for flipped
classroom/discussion

SCHEDULE:
PERIOD

HR
P1
Transition

P2
Break
Transition

P3
Transition

P4
Lunch
Transition

P5
Transition

OH
Total

15
65
5
65
10
5
65
5
65
30
5
65
5
15

PERIOD

PRO GROWTH

Transition

P1
Transition

P2
Break

P3
Lunch
Transition

P4
Transition

P5
Total

MIN. TOTAL

60
5
60
5
60
10
60
30
5
60

TEACHING AND LEARNING
More learning time for students by organizing into daily 65minute block periods.
Small group, differentiated instruction based on academic
needs.
Testing Centers may be offered on campus with physical
distancing.
Science Labs may be offered on campus with physical
distancing
Special Education & 504 plan will be based on the student’s
IEP/504 in the VLA
English Learner and additional help or acceleration to
occur during the class periods. Possible Tutorials and Office
Hours for student supports.

FEEDBACK, ASSESSMENT, MORE FEATURES
Regular feedback to students via rubrics, coaching,
support student’s goal setting
Proactively invite students to Office Hours/RTI/Tutorials
Students will receive progress notices mid way through
each trimester
Finals grades will be issued at the end of each trimester
Partner with families to support students during Office
Hours-possibly through phone calls, emails,
telecommuting.
Teachers will have time for PLCs and professional
learning during ProGrowth Days.

5
60
7

7
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Live (In-Person via Zoom) or Pre-recorded
digital closure activity

Homework: Students complete self-paced work OR
pre-recorded lesson

SCHEDULE: PRO GROW

MIN. TOTAL

Live (In-Person via Zoom) student
connecting activity
Live (In-Person via Zoom) Small-Group
Lesson(s) based on assessment data OR
Collaborative group work OR digital
independent practice (when not in
small group with teacher)

28

LEARN MORE AT WWW.POWAYUSD.COM

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

OCTOBER 12, 2020

HOME SCHOOL, INDEPENDENT STUDY,
AND MORE
Please note that existing learning options through our Alternative Programs will continue through
the 2020-21 school year, alongside on-campus learning and the Virtual Learning Academy. They
include:

POWAY HOME EDUCATION PROGRAM (PHEP)
Available to students in grades TK-8, pending space.
Parents are provided with District curriculum and
instructional materials to teach their child from home.
PHEP teachers meet regularly with the student and
parent(s) to monitor progress and support learning.

The parent and student determine the 4-5 hour
per day schedule, that works best for them to
complete the week's curriculum.
Students in PHEP are still technically enrolled at
their school, and will have the option to return
to their school the following year.

If a student is receiving Special Education services, the IEP team will need to meet to determine if the
needs of the student can be met within PHEP.

NEW DIRECTIONS (INDEPENDENT STUDY)
Available to students in grades 6-12
High School Students take one or two 4-week courses at a
time and meet weekly with their teacher to review prior
assignments/receive lessons for the upcoming week.
Middle School Students take 4 classes at a time and mirror
the pacing guides of the their school site.
Although most of the New Directions curriculum is
independent, there are some face-to-face classes and
labs, particularly in the subjects of math and science.
New Directions MS is on a semester schedule, with
standardized testing and letter grades. The HS program
follows the same grading period as the student's school
of attendance.

New Directions has an onsite Learning Center, located at
Twin Peaks Center, where students can receive
specialized support for their classes.
Students are still technically enrolled at their school, but
not all of the same courses, such as A.P.s are available.
However,students can be dual enrolled in order to access
classes, sports, and clubs that may not be offered through
New Directions.
Rather than daily instruction, parents/guardians are
actively involved in the daily work completion and
academic progress of their student, and each family
determines the study hours that fit within the family’s
schedule.

If a student is receiving Special Education services, the IEP team will need to meet to determine if the needs of the
student can be met at New Directions.

POWAY VIRTUAL COURSES
Available to HS students, regardless of the learning
model they choose.
These courses are offered on a trimester basis, are
taught by PUSD teachers, and serve students from
around the district.

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT?
Kathleen Porter, Exec. Director
kporter@powayusd.com
Patty Hurtt, Director
phurtt@powayusd.com
(858) 679-2531
Michele Cass, Admin. Assistant
mcass@powayusd.com
(858) 748-0010, Ext. 2063

Due to limited availability of these courses,
student enrollment is determined by lottery,
with preference given to seniors needing the
course to graduate.
An updated course list will be made available.

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

If you have additional
questions that were not
answered here, please submit
them on this form.

Click HERE for the PUSD
Alternatives Program
website.

While we cannot answer
every question individually,
we will be updating our FAQs
with additional answers
based on the questions we
receive.
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ATHLETICS
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING
TO SCHOOL

NOTE: As of July 20, 2020, the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) has determined that
"education-based athletics for the 2020-21 school year will begin with a modified season of sport
schedule," with most Sections commencing in December 2020 or January 2021. View the full
announcement here.
This is based on directives from the Governor's Office, California Department of Education, and the
California Department of Public Health.

AS WE REOPEN...
The purpose of these reopening guidelines is to ensure that the safest possible
environment is being provided for PUSD's TK-12 students who choose to return to
campus and participate in these activities.
The California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Sports Medicine Advisory Committee has
developed a comprehensive document to help districts prepare for their studentathletes to return to athletic activities.

2020-21 CIF SPORTS CALENDAR:
SPORT

LAST DAY FOR SECTION PLAYOFFS

LAST DAY FOR REGIONAL/STATE

FALL

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Volleyball (Boys & Girls)

March 13, 2021

March 20, 2021

Water Polo (Boys & Girls)

March 13, 2021

March 20, 2021

Cross Country

March 20, 2021

March 27, 2021

Determined by Section

April 17, 2021

April 10, 2021

April 17, 2021

Field Hockey

Determined by Section

**

Gymnastics

Determined by Section

**

Skiing & Snowboarding

Determined by Section

**

Badminton

May 22, 2021

May 29, 2021

Soccer

May 29, 2021

June 5, 2021

Swim & Dive

May 29, 2021

June 5, 2021

Tennis (Boys & Girls)

May 29, 2021

June 5, 2021

Wrestling

June 5, 2021

June 12, 2021

Basketball

June 12, 2021

June 19, 2021

Golf (Boys & Girls)

June 12, 2021

June 23, 2021

Baseball

June 19, 2021

June 26, 2021

Softball

June 19, 2021

June 26, 2021

June 19, 2021

June 26, 2021

Trad. Competitive Cheer
Football

SPRING

Track & Field
^Competitive Sport Cheer

Determined by Section

**

Lacrosse

Determined by Section

**

*Regional/State Championship events have been reduced to one week for all sports
** Regional/State Championship events are not currently offered by the State CIF in these sports
^CSC teams are approved to compete in season culminating tournament on June 12

Further guidance will likely be forthcoming from the California Department of
Public Health (CDPH), California Department of Education (CDE), and California
Interscholastic Federation (CIF).
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STAY CONNECTED
WITH POWAY UNIFIED

DOWNLOAD OUR APP
STAY UP-TO-DATE WITH NEWS AND
UPDATES FROM THE DISTRICT
RECEIVE EMERGENCY MESSAGES
VIA APP NOTIFICATIONS AND ALERTS

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@POWAYUNIFIED
@POWAYUNIFIED

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
www.powayusd.com

15250 Avenue of Science
San Diego, CA 92128

(858) 521-2800
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