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Directions
The following video discussion questions are for the video, “Eva’s Story - When Messages Spread,” which is 
about a girl whose “inappropriate” IM chat is discovered by her friend’s dad. These questions can be discussed in 
small groups or as a whole class. The goals of these questions are for students to: (1) realize that online 
communication that seems private may not stay private, and (2) consider the role and responsibility of parents as 
they relate to their kids’ online privacy. 
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1. What kinds of things do you think Eva and her friend were IMing to one another? (Guide students to take the 

parents’ point of view. What would make parents upset?)

Sample responses: 
�� Plotting to do something mean to another student 

�� Using inappropriate language

�� Saying mean things about their parents or teachers

2. Do you think it was fair of Eva’s friend’s dad to look at the chat transcript? (Guide students to think about 
reasons that parents might want to keep an eye on their kids. For example, they might be curious about their 
lives, want to keep their kids out of danger, or want to step in if something inappropriate or hurtful is happening.)

Sample responses: 
�� Yes. Parents want to know what’s going on in their kids’ lives.

�� Maybe. He could have asked first, considering that the girls thought their communication was just between 
them.

�� No. He is invading their privacy.

3. What might be the consequences for Eva of her dad knowing about the IM chat? (Guide students to consider 
how their online actions could influence their parents’ view of them and the technology.) 

Sample responses: 
�� He may discuss with Eva the types of chats that are appropriate and inappropriate on the Internet.

�� He may not trust her as much, and he may give her less freedom.

�� He may ban her from going online.

�� He may not want Eva to hang out with the other girl as much.

�� Eva may no longer trust her dad, and she may not tell him other things.

4. Why might Eva have said things on chat that she wouldn’t say in person? (Guide students to think about 
how people often feel bolder online. This means they could be more open and honest – for the better – but it 
can also mean that people can hide behind their identities and say things they might later regret.)

Sample responses: 
�� She feels bolder on the Internet because she’s not saying the words to someone’s face. It’s like wearing a mask.

�� She didn’t think that anyone would find out, because she thought no one could ever eavesdrop or see the chat.

5. What does Eva mean when she says, “Stuff online is not private”? (Guide students to think about how 
information online that people assume is private can spread to huge audiences, and that there is an online 


