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Becoming a Web Celeb
Essential Question
What does it mean to become an Internet celebrity?

Lesson Overview
Students reflect on the possibilities and perils of an online world in 
which anyone can become a celebrity overnight. They analyze the 
journeys of real “Web celebs,” including some of the harsh comments 
that they have received online, and recognize how these comments may 
affect other viewers as well as their targets. Students then engage in a 
discussion about gender roles, thinking critically about the different 
pressures men and women may face in the public eye.

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to ...

��evaluate the benefits and drawbacks of becoming an online  
celebrity, using case studies to frame and support their arguments.

��identify the different kinds of criticism that men and women  
receive as they gain public attention, and how this reflects broader 
gender roles.

��discuss the impact that negative comments can have on both their 
targets and their viewers.

Materials and Preparation

Estimated time: 15 minutes

Standards Alignment –

Common Core: 

grades 9-10: RI.1, RI.2, RI.4, 

RI.7, RI.10, SL.1a, SL.1b, SL.1c, 

SL.1d, SL.2, SL.4, SL.5, SL.6, L.6

grades 11-12: RI.1, RI.2, RI.4, 

RI.7, RI.10, SL.1a, SL.1b, SL.1c, 

SL.1d, SL.2, SL.4, SL.5, SL.6, L.6

1(76�6��1a-c, 2a-b, 2d, 3a-d,  

4a-d, 5a-d, 6a-b, 6d

Key Vocabulary –

internet meme: an idea – 
whether a phrase, expression, 
image, or video – that gains 
widespread recognition online

viral: the rapid spread  
of information, particularly 
online  

gender roles: a set of rules 
and expectations that govern 
how both men and women,  
as well as boys and girls, are 
supposed to look and act

��Review the Gender and Digital Life Teacher Backgrounder  
(High School).

��    Preview the video, “Rebecca Black Video Case Study” and  
prepare to show it to students. 

��Copy the Don’t Be a Hater Student Handout, one for each student.

��Review the Don’t Be a Hater Student Handout – Teacher Version.

Family Resources
��Send home the Boys, Girls, and Media Messages Family Tip Sheet (Middle & High School).



 

 

 

1 

2 



 

 




