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Directions 
In this activity, students explore the meaning behind a Creative Commons license. For more on Creative 
Commons, see 411 for Creators Student Handout – Teacher Version. For Step 4, you can either 
have pairs of students go online, or you can visit the Creative Commons website as a class. The goals  
of this activity are for students to: (1) recognize that Creative Commons is a kind of copyright license in 
which creators can have people copy and share their work as long as the creators get credit, (2) discover 
the specific ways creators can license their work using Creative Commons, and (3) understand that they 
should be mindful and respectful of copyright licenses and how creators want their work to be used. 
Sample student answers are listed in italics.

1. Who created this video? Common Sense Media

2. Draw the symbols at the end of the video in the space below. (Students should see the following symbols and 
draw them on their handouts.)

CC = Creative Commons, an organization that made this  

new form of copyright that allows creative work to be used  

in a more flexible way (Creative Commons)

BY = You must give credit to the author in the way they’ve 

described in the license (By the Author)

NC = You can’t use this work if you earn money from it by selling it (Non-Commercial)

ND = You can copy and use this work as is, but you can’t change it or build on it (Non-Derivative)

3. Copy the website URL listed at the end of the video. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0).

4. Visit the website. Can you find out what the symbols mean? Write the meaning of each symbol next to your 
drawing above. Write the name of each license below its symbol. 

Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike

5. If you wanted to use this video, what does the Creative Commons license say you can and can’t do? Use your 
own words. (Guide students to make the connection that Creative Commons is a kind of copyright that helps 
creators share their work more freely than a regular copyright license. Creative Commons helps authors pick 
and choose the ways that others can use their work. The only catch is that students must acknowledge and give 
credit to the Creative Commons work they use.

You can: You can’t : 

-Copy the video -Change it in any way

-Share it -Build on it or change it

 -Use it to make money

http://www.commonsense.org
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Use Common Sense!
Creative Commons is a way that authors can be specific about how their work can be used. Some 
authors are stricter than others about their work. Remember, when you want to copy, paste, share, or 
use something, you should follow these steps:

1. ASK. How does the author say I can use the work? Do I have to get the creator’s permission first? 

2. ACKNOWLEDGE. Did I give credit to the work I used?

3. ADD VALUE. Did I rework the material to make new meaning and add something original?

http://www.commonsense.org

