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The Reality  
of Digital Drama
Essential Question
Does the way we think about digital drama have 
anything to do with gender? 

Lesson Overview
Students discuss their impressions of peer drama, both online and as 
depicted on reality TV. View the video 
featuring a candid discussion between middle school students about 
online drama.   
Students are encouraged to analyze generalizations 
about men and women in the video and to think critically about the 
ways that gender stereotypes can play out in mass media, as well as in 

their own lives online. 

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to ...
��reflect on their own impressions of digital drama.

��compare underlying messages about drama on reality TV with “real 
world” digital drama among young teens.

��think critically about the gender stereotypes associated with drama.

Estimated time: 45 minutes

Standards Alignment –

Common Core: RI.6-8.4, RI.6-

8.7, RI.6-8.10, W.6-8.4, W.6-8.7, 

W.6-8.10, SL.6-8.1a-c, SL.6-7.1d, 

SL.6-8.4, SL.6-8.6, L.6-8.6

1(76�6� 1a-d, 2a-b, 2d, 3a-d, 

4a-d, 5a-d, 6a-b, 6d

Key Vocabulary –

generalization: an 

assumption made about  

a whole group of people  

based upon your experiences 

with a few

stereotype: a widespread 

belief about a group of  

people – often negative –  

that influences how members  

of that group are perceived  

and treated

Materials and Preparation
��Review the Gender and Digital Life Teacher Backrounder  

(Middle School).

��  Preview the video “Discussing Digital Drama”   and prepare to show to students.

   ��Copy the Dissecting Drama Student Handout, one for each student.

Family Resources
��Send home the Dealing with Digital Drama Family Tip Sheet (Middle & High School).

Note: Digital drama describes the everyday tiffs and disputes that occur between friends or acquaintances 

online or via text. For example, a teen may post a comment about someone else online knowing that people 

will see it, that friends may chime in, and that people will talk about it. Unlike cyberbullying, which involves 

repeated digital harassment towards someone, drama is broader and more nuanced. That being said, teens 

sometimes use the term drama to distance themselves from emotionally difficult behavior. Digital drama can still 

feel very real to students, lead to hurt feelings, and even damage friendships. In some cases, digital drama can 

escalate into an offline fight – either verbal or physical. 
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    introduction

Warm-up (5 minutes)

PREPARE students for a two-minute free-write exercise. 

INSTRUCT students to reflect on the word drama. How would they define it? What does it mean to them?

INVITE student volunteers to share their responses with the rest of the class. 

Sample responses:

�� A type of fighting, or a tiff, that happens between friends or groups of friends

�� Gossip or rumors, breakups or falling outs

�� Jealousy, or people excluding one another on purpose

�� Making comments about people online without actually using their names

DISCUSS the double meaning of the word drama. In the context of theater, drama refers to a play or performance. 

In a social context, drama often refers to an emotional conflict between or among people.

ENCOURAGE students to describe how “online drama” fits both of these definitions. (Guide them to consider 

that online drama is displayed, or performed, for an audience of peers online. For example, someone may initiate 

a fight on a friend’s Facebook wall, knowing that other people will see the comments and possibly get involved.)

ASK:

Do you feel that people enjoy online 
drama? Why or why not? 

Students may discuss how people sometimes bond over 

drama and gossip online. It can be entertaining to be involved 

in it, or to observe it from afar. Students may also point out 

that online gossip and fights can damage people’s friendships 

or reputations.

         teach 1

Discussing Online Drama Video (15 minutes)

DIVIDE students into groups of three or four.

DISTRIBUTE the Dissecting Drama Student Handout, one for each student, and have students review the 

instructions.

TELL students that they are going to watch a video of middle school children having an open discussion about 

digital drama, and whether girls and boys experience it differently.

DEFINE the Key Vocabulary term generalization. 

ENCOURAGE students to take notes during the video. Instruct them to be on the lookout for generalizations 

about boys and girls.

 SHOW students the video “Discussing Digital Drama.” 

INSTRUCT students to fill out column A on their handout in their small groups. Allow them about five minutes 

to do so. Then bring students back together for a class discussion.
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