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SECTION 3.41.1 Charter Schools – General Education 

 
 
In order to implement state law while providing guidance to petitioners and direction to staff, the 
Board adopts the following: 
 
1. Criteria for Granting Charter Petitions 
 

Prior to granting or denying a petition to establish a charter school, the District will conduct a 
comprehensive review of all charter petitions presented.  This review will follow the then 
current guidelines published by California School Boards Association and California Department 
of Education.  A public hearing will be conducted to consider the level of support for the petition 
by teachers employed by the District, other employees of the District, and parents. 

 
As part of the review of a charter petition, the Board may direct staff to complete or procure a 
detailed analysis of the charter petition and the proposed educational program.  Such an 
analysis would include a review of proposed budgets and the potential impact on the District.  
Based on the analysis and public input, the Board will determine whether the charter petition 
adequately addresses all the provisions required by state law and regulations as well as this 
policy and administrative procedure. 

 
A petition for the establishment of a charter school must minimally include the following: 

 
A. A completed signature page that includes at least the minimum number of signatures 

required by Education Code Section 47605.  The signature page will include assurances that 
a copy of the proposed charter was attached to the signature page and that potential 
signors had an opportunity to review the complete petition prior to signing.   The number of 
signatures required will be based on the anticipated enrollment on which the petitioners 
have based their first year budgetary figures. 

 
1. If the petitioner provides signatures from potential teachers, the petition must state 

that teachers are meaningfully interested in teaching in the proposed charter school, 
hold a valid California teaching credential, and are not currently employed by a 
charter school or charter school management company.  The interested teachers 
must also print their names, addresses, phone numbers, and credentials held. 

 
2. If the petition provides signatures from parents of potential students, the petition 

must state that the parents are meaningfully interested in enrolling their child(ren) 
in the proposed charter school.  The interested parents must also print their names, 
addresses, phone numbers, children’s names, current grade, school, and district of 
residence. 

 
B. A detailed operational budget for the first three years of operation.  The budget must 

include realistic estimates of revenues, expenditures, and reserves.  Petitioners must 
indicate revenue sources for start-up costs and provisions to cover cash-flow difficulties.  
The budget must include projected enrollment for the first three years of operation. 

 
C. The name, address, and qualifications of any consultants and/or management company that 

the petitioner has engaged or proposes engaging. 
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D. Adequate processes and measures for holding the charter school accountable for fulfilling 

the terms of its charter and complying with all applicable laws. 
 

E. Comprehensive descriptions of those elements outlined in Education Code Sections 47605 
(b)(5)(A-O).  The descriptions should include: 

 
1. A discussion of how the charter school will meet all statewide standards and 

assessment requirements, including requiring passage of the High School Exit 
Examination for graduation. 

 
2. A discussion of how the charter school intends to meet the needs of individuals with 

disabilities including compliance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Description of the means of 
providing services and ensuring compliance with state and federal law. 

 
3. A detailed discussion of the proposed governance structure of the charter school, 

including: 

(a) Whether the school intends to operate as a nonprofit public benefit 
corporation 

(b) The financial relationship between the charter school and the District 

(c) Assurance of compliance with open-meeting laws and regulations 

(d) Proposed bylaws of the nonprofit corporation (if applicable) 

(e) District representation on the governing board 

(f) Role of parents, students, staff, and community in the governance structure 

(g) Means for providing administrative and other non-instructional services 

(h) Measures for limiting conflicts of interest 

(i) Potential civil liabilities effects upon the District 
 

4. Assurances that the charter school will be nonsectarian in its programs, admission 
policies, employment practices, and all other operations.  Assurances that the 
charter school will not charge tuition or discriminate against any person on the basis 
of ethnicity, national origin, gender, or disability. 

 
5. A description of the proposed school facilities, any intent to utilize District facilities, 

plans for building maintenance, and expansion. 
 

6. A description of any reemployment rights granted to District employees that seek 
employment with the charter school. 

 
7. Assurances that the school will comply with the Public Records Act and competitive 

bidding sections of the Public Contract Code. 
 
2. Timely Submission 
 

A complete petition must be submitted by January 31 for consideration to open a charter school 
on or after July 1 of the next school year.  Petitions received on or after February 1 will be 
considered for a starting date in the subsequent school year.  To allow sufficient time for careful 
analysis, public input, and review of charter petitions, no petitions to establish charter schools 
will be accepted between May 15 and August 1. 
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3. Charter Approval 
 

The Board will grant a petition for establishment of a charter school to a petitioner that provides 
substantial evidence that the proposed school presents a sound educational program and that 
the petitioners are demonstrably likely to successfully implement the program as set forth in 
the petition.  In granting charter petitions, the Board will give preference to those schools that 
are operated as nonprofit public benefit corporations and that intend to provide comprehensive 
learning experiences for academically low-achieving students. 

 
The Board may grant conditional approval, which would grant approval upon verification that all 
conditions had been met within the required timelines. 

 
4. Charter Term 
 

An initial approval of a charter petition shall be for a term not to exceed five years. 
 
5. Oversight 
 

The District will provide required oversight in exchange for 1% of revenues received by the 
charter school from all sources. 

 
The District and charter school will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that 
addresses facilities, administrative, special education, fiscal, and legal issues.  The term of the 
MOU will coincide with the term of a charter. 

 
6. Charter Denial 
 

A petition will be denied only if the Board makes written factual findings of one or more of the 
following: 

A. The petition presents an unsound educational program 

B. The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program 

C. The signatures attached to the petition do not meet minimum requirements 

D. The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions set forth in Education 
Code Section 47605(d) 

E. The petition does not contain comprehensive descriptions of all the information required by 
Education Code Section 47605(b)(5)(A-O) and section 1-D above 

F. The petition or proposed program is inconsistent with state law. 
 
7. Charter Renewals 
 

A District-approved charter school must apply for renewal by February 1 for renewal effective 
during the subsequent school year.  A petition for renewal must comply with then current 
Education Code and District policy requirements.  Renewal will be based upon the school’s 
proven ability to meet goals established by its charter, student achievement, compliance with 
legal requirements, fiscal responsibility, community support, and the ability of the school’s 
governance structure to provide access and accountability to the public. 

 
8. Revocation 
 

The Board may revoke a charter if deemed necessary in accordance with state law and 
administrative procedures.  Prior to revoking a charter, the Board will give the charter school 
written notice and at least 30 days to cure the violation, unless the District determines that the 
violation constitutes a severe and imminent threat to the health and safety of pupils. 


