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SECTION 3.3.2 Morals, Safety, and Citizenship 

 
 
It shall be the responsibility of the building principal to implement instruction in the development 
of morals, safety, and citizenship pursuant to Ed Code statutes enumerated above.  Each school 
shall develop a handbook containing safety and citizenship rules for student behavior. 
 
At the beginning of each school year, students and parents shall be informed of the District 
practice of reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and 
informing them of their first amendment right to choose not to participate in this daily exercise. 
 
California Education Code Section 52720 states, “Each day during the school year, at the 
beginning of the first regularly scheduled class or activity period at which a majority of the pupils 
of a school normally begin the school day, there shall be conducted appropriate patriotic 
exercises.  The giving of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America will 
satisfy the minimum requirements of this section.”  In addition, California Education Code Section 
52730 (a) also states, “Providing instruction that promotes understanding the concepts of 
‘pledge,’ ‘allegiance,’ ‘republic,’ and ‘indivisible,’ and understanding the importance of the Pledge 
as an expression of patriotism, love of country, and pride in the United States of America shall 
satisfy the requirement of Section 52720.” 
 
While the majority of our educational community may want to participate in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, there may be some who choose, because of religious or personal beliefs, to express 
their patriotism in other ways.  Although patriotic exercises are required by California law, federal 
courts have held that individuals may not be compelled to salute the flag or to stand during the 
salute.  A decision by the Supreme Court of the United States held that the Free Speech Clause of 
the First Amendment to the United States Constitution protected students from being forced to 
salute the American flag and say the Pledge of Allegiance in school.  (West Virginia State Board of 
Education v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624 (1943).  Because the freedom to stand by one’s own 
convictions is one of the blessings of the liberty we celebrate when reciting the Pledge, staff shall 
ensure that decisions are respected. 
 
To ensure that the patriotic exercises are conducted as required by California law and to abide by 
the ruling of the U.S. Supreme Court, the following language shall be used at every school when 
introducing the Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
“You are now invited to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  (pause)  Ready, begin.” 


