
Instruction AR 6154(a) 
 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF HOMEWORK 

 
The Poway Unified School District is committed to creating systems and cultures that support the 
development of world-class learners who are both college and career ready. Throughout their 
academic journey from elementary through high school, we understand the growth of our students 
as learners will take place in all facets of their life, both inside and outside the classroom, and that 
maintaining a balance of learning, family time and play is essential. In order to support all our 
students, it is essential to our mission that all stakeholders in the Poway Unified School District have 
a clear understanding of the role that homework plays in the overall development of our students. 
 
For the Poway Unified School District, homework is defined as any work that is expected to be 
completed by our students outside of the classroom. Homework can and should look different at 
various grade levels, however, the purpose remains the same: To promote lifelong habits of literacy 
and learning. Homework can be a valuable extension of learning time and should be assigned to 
students on an as needed basis to support in class learning. Homework should always be engaging, 
relevant, and authentic. 
 
 
Homework for All Grades will: 

 
• Promote lifelong habits of literacy and learning. 

 
• Serve as an extension of the classroom in providing students with the opportunity to 

practice, reinforce, and enhance skills previously learned. 
 

• Be developmentally appropriate, engaging for students, and a way to make learning 
meaningful and foster independence. 
 

• Connect home and school in a meaningful way. 
 
 
Time requirements and feasibility of all homework assignments should meet the needs of all learners. 
In addition, differentiation and flexibility should be considered to support differing levels of 
independence, student interest, access to technology, and home support. Homework assignments need 
to be accessible for each and every student which means teachers need to ensure assignments have 
flexible options. This includes considerations for technology, group assignments and materials. 
Equitable resources on campus should be available to support students who do not have access to 
technology, and or materials. Projects should be primarily undertaken and completed in the classroom 
and effective long-term assignments require clear checkpoints along the way, with access to an 
example of the finished project or success criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



AR 6154(b) 
 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF HOMEWORK (continued) 
 
 
Homework for Elementary Grades 

 
We believe in a balance of learning, family time, and play. We recognize that homework is not 
the only circumstance under which after-school learning takes place. 
 
1. In elementary schools (TK-5) homework will consist primarily of reading. 

 
2. Teachers may provide enrichment activities in addition to reading in order to advance the 

spirit of learning, curiosity, and inquiry, or to reinforce previously taught skills. 
 

3. The length and frequency of homework assignments shall be taken into account for the 
academic and developmental level of each student. 
 

4. Assigning unfinished classwork as homework should be the exception rather than the rule. 
 

5. Homework will not be assigned over the weekends, breaks, or holidays. 
 

6. Careful consideration should be given when assigning consequences related to incomplete 
homework. 

 
 
Homework for Middle School Grades 

 
1. Reading will continue to be a focus at the middle school level. 

 
2. Departments need to come to agreement in regards to type and amount of homework 

assigned to ensure consistency and alignment of purpose. 
 

3. Homework should be engaging, relevant and accessible to all learners. 
 

4. There needs to be consistency amongst teachers in how much homework is weighted as 
part of a student’s overall grade. 
 

5. In order to balance the workload, departments will collaborate with each other and be aware 
of long-term projects and major tests. 
 

6. Timely feedback on assigned work is expected. 
 

7. Homework should not cause a student who demonstrates competence (or performs at a C 
or higher) in a class to receive a D or F in the course. 

 
 
 
 
 



AR 6154(c) 
 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF HOMEWORK (continued) 
 

 
8. Assigning homework over holidays or weekends is discouraged. Long-term assignments 

at the middle grades should be limited in number and duration. These assignments should 
include clear checkpoints to monitor progress towards completion. 

 
 
Homework for High School Grades 

 
1. Departments should come to agreement in regards to type of homework assigned to ensure 

consistency between course-alike classes. 
 

2. Teachers should be able to articulate the importance of the assigned homework as it relates 
to learning. 
 

3. Throughout the course of the year homework should be varied to address diverse learning 
styles. 
 

4. Teachers should offer opportunity for student input on the assigned learning. 
 

5. Timely feedback on assigned work is expected. 
 

6. Students who demonstrate proficiency in course standards (or perform at a C or higher) in 
a class should not receive a D or F in the course. 
 

7. Assigning homework over holidays or weekends is discouraged. 
 

8. Enrolling in an AP level course is a choice and by the nature of the course the workload 
will be different than a compulsory level class. Advanced Placement courses are governed 
by the College Board and may require more extensive homework. 
 

9. Nightly homework assignments should not take a student more than 30 minutes of 
uninterrupted focus per class. 

 
 
Guidelines for School Sites 

 
1. Post the PUSD homework policy on the school website for all stakeholders to reference. 
 
2. Partner with the district in implementing the updated district policies on homework. 

 
3. Share PUSD homework policy and school site expectations with parents and students within 

one month of the beginning of a new school year. 
 

 
 
 



AR 6154(d) 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF HOMEWORK (continued) 

 
 

4. Support professional dialogue and teacher collaboration on the purpose of homework, grading 
policies, and classroom expectations for assigning/grading on an annual basis. 
 

5. Provide designated time for staff to collaborate and coordinate with colleagues throughout the 
school year regarding time of homework assignments (grade levels, academic area subjects, 
etc.). 
 

6. Develop a school site collective commitment to the PUSD Homework policies and consistent 
implementation annually. 
 

7. Facilitate interventions and support programs. 
 
 
Guidelines for Teachers 
In assigning homework, teachers should: 
 
1. Communicate their homework policy via a syllabus and/or through technology that is accessible 

to all parents/students. 
 

2. Ensure homework is aligned to current learning in the classroom, as well as research- based 
practices. 
 

3. Provide timely feedback to students on completed homework, while also assessing the students 
understanding of academic content. 
 

4. Ensure homework is improving student learning and can be completed independently. 
 

5. Encourage ongoing student feedback on assigned homework (minimum of once per  school 
year) and implement appropriate feedback in future homework assignments/policies. 
 

6. Clearly explain objectives, timelines, assessment rubrics (as needed), and required materials 
associated with the assignment. Teachers should encourage students to monitor their own 
assignments. 
 

7. Clearly articulate to students and parents the impact their homework policy will have on the 
student’s overall grade in the course. Teachers will identify whether their homework policy can 
cause a student performing at a ‘ C’ on individual assessments to earn an overall grade below a 
‘C’ for the course (middle school and high school). 
 

8. Inform parents and students of opportunities for student assistance. 
 

9. Allow students full makeup privileges without penalty for any work missed during 
observance of major religious holidays, or excused absence. 

 
 



AR 6154(e) 
 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF HOMEWORK (continued) 
 
Guidelines for Students 

 
1. Ensure understanding of the expected learnings from the homework assigned and seek 

clarification or help when needed. 
 

2. Share with parents the homework expectations of their teacher(s). 
 

3. Advocate for themself by communicating with their teacher and parent when homework has 
become overwhelming, cannot be completed independently. 
 

4. Monitor assignments, due dates, and obtain materials required to complete assignments as 
needed. 
 

5. Put forth their best effort to produce quality work. 
 

6. Seek additional assistance as needed in completing work assigned. 
 
 
Guidelines for Parents/Guardians 

 
1. Provide an environment (space, time) to facilitate homework completion. 

 
2. Be aware of teacher expectations, and the purpose of homework. 

 
3. Engage in reflective conversations with their student/child that foster insights into student 

strengths, interests, curiosity, and passions. 
 

4. Communicate with their student/child about their learning on a regular basis. 
 

5. Be an advocate for their child, while encouraging the child to advocate for herself/himself. 
 

6. Encourage reading at all grade levels. 
 

7. Provide a healthy balance between homework, extra and co-curricular activities, and family 
commitments. 
 

8. Contact the teacher if their child is not consistently able to do the homework by herself/himself 
within the time guidelines, or if challenges or questions arise. 
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