HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE JANUARY 14, 2021 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
The Board Agenda for the January 14, 2021 Board of Education Meeting can be found here:
https://www.powayusd.com/PUSD/media/Board-Images/BoardAgendas/2021/01-14-2021-Board-Agenda.pdf

► Moment of Silence
The Board held a moment of silence for Oak Valley teacher Janet Chiu, who passed away earlier this month
from an illness. President Couvrette shared remembrances from Janet’s colleague. Our thoughts are with the
Chiu family and the Oak Valley family who are mourning the loss of Janet.
► Superintendent and Board Recognition
Superintendent Phelps and the Board recognized student and staff accomplishments at school sites and the
District:
 January is Board Member Recognition Month. Superintendent Phelps thanked the PUSD Trustees for
their tireless efforts devoted to students and their contributions to the District in areas such as student
priorities and benchmarks, school and community accountability, and stakeholder accessibility.
 Poway High School Senior Ryan Whitson was selected to perform in the virtual All-National Honor
Ensemble for the National Association for Music Education (NAfME). He will be performing virtually
in the Symphony Orchestra, as the only student chosen from San Diego County,



PBS’ Student Reporting Labs (SRL) in Washington, D.C. has named Yeonseo Seok, a senior at
Westview High School, as a “20 Under 20 Up-And-Coming Storyteller.” Yeonseo is a 2020 PBS
Academy Fellow, and is also an intern with PUSD’s Studio 701 video program.

► Student Board Representatives
The Board heard reports from student representatives at Oak Valley Middle School and Rancho Bernardo High
School.




Jeslyn Tran (Oak Valley Middle) shared about ASB’s annual food drive; October Red Ribbon Week
and November spirit weeks; “cameras on” campaign to motivate students to turn on their cameras during
Zoom class; writing pen pal letters to senior citizens; hosting book collection in memory of Ms. Janet
Chiu to donate to Rady Children’s Hospital
Amy Nguyen (Rancho Bernardo High) continuing No Place for Hate lessons; Dairy Queen
collaboration to create Bronco Blizzard; performing arts hosted spectacular winter concerts virtually;
planning for Black History Month; looking forward to returning to on campus learning

► The Board heard Public Comments regarding:
 Concerns over proposed the Costco lease for the Black Mountain Ranch Southern Site
 Concerns over the delay in school reopening
 Support for the delay in school reopening
 Support for mental health days for students
► Black Mountain Ranch Southern Site
The Board provided direction to its Real Property Negotiators and legal counsel to forgo finalizing any Option
Agreement and/or Ground Lease with Costco Wholesale for a period of ninety (90) days, during which time the

District will continue to engage interested parties and Costco about the proposed ground lease transaction, as
well as possible alternatives
► Minimum Wage Increase and Revisions
The Board approved the Memorandum of Understanding for PSEA Units I and II to include the mandated State
of California minimum wage increase and make revisions to the salary schedule to maintain the hierarchies of
job classifications while respecting internal alignment within groups.
► Approval of the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 Student Attendance Calendars
The calendars reflect 180 student attendance days, legal holidays, District recess days, and three non-student
days. Calendars were presented to the Board at the December 17, 2020 meeting and were approved and adopted
tonight. Non-traditional calendars for Valley Elementary and Abraxas Continuation High School will be
submitted in February. The calendars may be viewed starting on page 92 of the agenda.
► School Reopening Update
Tonight the Board voted to:
 Continue the temporary suspension of on-campus learning for elementary, middle, and high schools
until:
o January 19: when PUSD will reopen full-day preschool classes and ESS programs on
campuses; individual special education supports, instruction, and related services on a case-bycase basis.
o Between January 25 and February 1: when Elementary schools can reopen for on-campus
learning with the AM/PM schedule; special education classes can resume on campus (preschool
through adult transition); small groups at middle and high schools can return to campus
o Five Days after San Diego Reenters the Red Tier* (see explanation below): Middle and high
schools will open with the concurrent learning model on an A/B schedule
*IMPORTANT UPDATE: Today at 12:00 p.m., January 14, 2021, the California Department of Public
Health (CDPH) provided updated school reopening guidelines that do not allow PUSD middle and high
schools to reopen while the county is in the purple tier. Based on new CDPH guidelines, our middle and
high schools can now only reopen five days after San Diego County returns to the red tier. This is due to
the CDPH’s new definition of “reopened or opened”. Under previous definitions, PUSD was considered opened
while we were in the red tier and thus could proceed with reopening. PUSD no longer meets the requirements of
the new definition: “The school must have given all students in at least one grade the option to return for inperson instruction for at least part of the school-week to be considered to be “open” or “reopen.” If only some
were being served in-person in a school in a county in the Red Tier (e.g. only students with disabilities) and all
students in at least one grade did not have the option to return in-person as described above, the school has not
“opened” or “reopened.”
► Mental Health Days Initiative: Approval of Resolution No. 35-2021
In collaboration with Associate Superintendent of Student Support Greg Mizel, Student Board Member Emily
Bylsma presented to the Board for approval a resolution titled, “Excused Absences for Mental Health.” The
resolution allows for the excusal of students from school for mental health and/or wellness reasons, including
mental fatigue or illness, and would modify current PUSD Board Policy 5113.
► The Consent Calendar was approved in its entirety; Items to note:

Memorandum of Agreement with San Diego County Superintendent: 2020-2021 ASES Grant
The Poway Unified School District has been awarded an After School Education and Safety (ASES)
Program grant in the amount of $1.85 million for the 2020-2021 school year. The ASES Program is a
state-funded grant program that is designed to provide literacy, academic enrichment, and safe
constructive alternatives before and after school. The program is offered at five PUSD middle schools
and Valley Elementary school.
Approval of School Plan for Student Achievement (2020-2021)
The School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) is the primary planning document for school
improvement at the elementary, middle, and high school level. School staff review and analyze data to
evaluate the effectiveness of instructional programs and interventions, and then incorporate these
findings in student learning. Copies of the plan are available for review by the public upon request.
Approval of Resolution No. 32-2021 “National School Counseling Week 2021”
The Board approved a resolution to honor the unique contribution of professional school counselors
within the Poway Unified School District, as part of National School Counseling Week. This year, the
program takes place the week of February 1-5, 2021. It highlights the impact school counselors make in
helping students achieve school success and academic, social, and career development.
Future meetings:
Regular Meetings:
Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
The following regular meeting dates for 2021 were approved by the Board of Education:
Thursday, March 11 Thursday, August 12
Thursday, April 8
Thursday, September 9
Thursday, May 13
Thursday, October 14
Thursday, June 3
Thursday, November 18
Thursday, June 24
Thursday, December 16
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