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ADVANCED DANCE 

Course Syllabus, Term 1 (Quarter 1 & 2) Fall 2009 

Instructor:  Mrs. Shannon Parker 
Room:  Wrestling/Dance Multi-Purpose Room 
Days:  Tuesday & Thursday and every other Friday (see below for schedule) 
Office Phone: 780-2000 x3108 
Email:  shparker@powayusd.com 

IMPORTANT MATERIALS FOR THIS CLASS 

 3 Ring Binder with inside dividers and folder to serve as Portfolio 
 Calendars 
 Dance Clothing 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES 
Advanced dance students will have the opportunity to explore creative expression and continue to cultivate technical excellence. They 

will continue to develop advanced movement skills and demonstrate alignment, agility, balance and strength in multiple genres. This 

is a performance driven class.  Emphasis will be placed on dance production from audition to opening, lighting, costumes, make-up, 

and scenery; focusing on the practical application to private studio, academic and professional settings.  Dancers will learn to bring 

their personal stories to life by grasping and exploring dance composition.  We wills strive to demonstrate clarity and consistent 

artistic intent when learning and performing works of dance.  Choreography, performance in a public venue, and production of 

performance will be presented as the final project.   

Dance content will include inquiry into dance careers, biographies, resumes, headshots and video resumes.  Students will continue to 

expand on their dance vocabulary, criticism of live performance and evaluate dance history and culture.  We will also explore topics 

pertinent to dance such as body image, anatomy and kinesiology, injury prevention, and pedagogy.  Students will be expected to 

write in this class by way of personal reflection, research reports and concert critiques.  In alignment with California State Dance 

Standards advanced dance officers, peer tutors, or guest choreographers will occasionally lead class.  This course may be used to 

meet the UC ‘F’ or ‘G’ requirements and PUSD Fine Arts Elective.   

AGREEMENTS & RULES 

By taking this class you agree to listen when Mrs. Parker or peers are addressing or leading the class.  You agree to treat all others in 

the dance room with respect at all times.  You agree to be fully prepared to dance when class begins.  You agree to participate, not 

leave the room without permission and maintain a cooperative attitude during all activity.  In the event you choose not to keep our 

agreements, after or with a student/teacher conference, you may lose 3 points per incident for the day.  If failure to keep the 

agreements persists, your parents will be contacted along with appropriate school administration. If choices become disruptive – 

student may be removed from the class and will not receive credit. 

ABSENCES & NON-PARTICIPATION 

Absences - As this is an activity class, points are earned by participation.  If you are absent for illness of any other reason, your 

absence must still be made up.  Each excused absence that is not made up will result in a five point deduction from your grade.  You 

are responsible for any missed material. Unexcused absences may not be made up and participation points will automatically be 

deducted from your grade. 
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Non-Participation – Each student is expected to actively participate in every class.  Not participating results in a three point 

deduction from your grade.  Illness or injury should be discussed with the teacher prior to class and will require medical 

documentation.  Menstrual cramps are not an excused illness unless prescription medication is being taken.   

DRESS REQUIREMENT 

It is required that you wear dance clothing. Appropriate dance clothing includes:  jazz pants (without zippers or buttons), hot shorts, 

leotards, sweatpants, appropriate sports tops.  The following are unacceptable and will result in a Non-Dress:  any clothing worn to 

school. 

Non-dress:  A non-dress is anyone not wearing the required clothing for dance class.  No school shirts, pants, or street shoes allowed.  

Non-suits will sit out and do a written critique of the class or written review of a dance article to be turned in at the end of the class.  

Parent contact will happen after multiple non-dresses. Each Non-Dress results in a three point deduction. 

SCHEDULE 

Advanced Dance will meet every Tuesday & Thursday during 4
th

 period and will alternate meeting every other Friday during 4
th

 

period.  The following are the Fridays Advanced is scheduled to meet: 

 August 28 

 September 11, 25 

 October 9, 23    

 November 6, 20 

 December 11 

 January 8 

 

 

 

MANDATORY PERFORMANCE 

The following performances and rehearsals are mandatory and will be graded.  Plan accordingly!   

 EVENT      DATE 

 Holiday Dance Show Rehearsal   December 5-8 (times tbd) 

 Holiday Dance Show     December 9-11 

 

COURSE GRADING 

Active Participation:  65% of the student’s grade is based on full participation in all class and concert activities.   

Assignments:  35% of the student’s grade is based on assignments, physical assessments and journal entries.     

      

Make-up Work:  Make up work may be done for excused absences, excused non-suits and excused medical non-participation.  No 

make-up is accepted for truancy.  Make-up work must be arranged with Mrs. Parker and will only be accepted up until one week 

before the close of grades.  The following are accepted forms of make-up work: 

 One page, four hundred word, typed, double spaced critique/summary of a dance, health or exercise related article (3 points 

 Two page, nine hundred word, typed, double spaced critique of live performance (see Mrs Parker for guidelines – 10 points) 

 One page, four hundred word, typed, double spaced observation of dance class or rehearsal (3 points) 

 Create your own make-up assignment (must be arranged with Mrs. Parker) 
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Advanced Dance Agreement 

 

I, ___________________________________________, an exceptional student in the Advanced Dance Class, have read and 

understand the above syllabus.  I have recorded the performance dates into personal and family calendars.  I will follow the above 

mentioned guidelines in order to maintain a productive learning atmosphere, not only for my peers, but for the teacher and myself. 

 

I,___________________________________________, a supportive dance parent/guardian, have read and understand the above 

syllabus and I have discussed the importance of the contents with the above named student. 

 

The following are health concerns I and my parent/guardian believe the teacher should know about, as they may interfere with my 

performance in dance: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact Information 

1
st

 Contact 

Name____________________________________________ Relationship__________________________ 

Cell Phone________________________________________ Home Phone__________________________ 

e-mail____________________________________________ 

2
nd

 Contact 

Name____________________________________________ Relationship__________________________ 

Cell Phone________________________________________ Home Phone__________________________ 

Email____________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature__________________________________ Date________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________ Date________________________________ 

 

To be completed and returned by Tuesday, August 25
th

 2009 
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Semester 1 – Advanced Dance  

 

 

TERM 1  

August 21    Semester Overview – Intro Choreography, Theme Decision 

August 25    Group Session, Idea Sheet Due, Choreography Cont’d   

August 27     Visual Board, Music, Choreography Cont’d     

August 28    Visual Board & Idea Presentation, Choreography Cont’d   

September 1    Group Choreography, (Freshmen) Dance Project 

September 3    Group Choreography, (Sophomore) Dance Project 

September 8    Group Choreography, (Junior) Dance Project 

September 10    Group Choreography, (Senior) Dance Project 

September 11-25    Group 1 (6 classes) 

September 29- October 13  Group 2 (6 classes) 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 

October 15    Winter Concert Auditions 

October 19 – December 4   Concert Preparations 

December 5 – 11    Concert Performance 

December 14-18    Multi-Cultural Week  

January 5 -15    Group 3 (6 classes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


