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Wildfires rage  
County asks for 1,000 more firefighters   
 

By Jeff McDonald, Janine Zuniga and Kristina Davis ~ STAFF WRITERS  

 

A pair of wildfires roared through 

San Diego County yesterday, killing 

one person, injuring at least 17 

others and destroying an untold 

number of homes and businesses, overwhelmed fire officials said.  

Mandatory evacuation orders were issued after 11 p.m. in the San Pasqual Valley, home of the San Diego 

Wild Animal Park. Officials said they had teams standing by to evacuate some its hundreds of exotic animals 

if necessary.  

Two hours earlier, similar orders were given for the backcountry communities of Ramona and nearby San 

Diego Country Estates as walls of flames reached up to 200 feet high.  

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergency in San Diego County and six other Southern 

California counties late last night. He is expected to visit the area this morning.  

Santa Ana winds blowing up to 60 mph combined with temperatures into the 90s to create in the worst 

possible fire conditions.  

 

Traffic snarled roads and highways as residents sought to 

escape what is being called the Witch fire, which ignited at 

Witch Creek west of Santa Ysabel. Most schools across the fire 

region were declared closed today.  

Smoke and ash blanketed the region as residents as far away 

as Escondido, Lakeside and Poway were warned to be 

prepared to evacuate.  

The first fire ignited about 9:30 a.m. 45 miles east of San Diego. 

It tore through steep canyons and parched hillsides between 

the communities of Potrero and Tecate, Mexico.  

The blaze, called the Harris fire because of its proximity to 

Harris Ranch Road, killed one person and injured more than a dozen others, including four firefighters, 

officials said. At least four homes were destroyed.  

By nightfall, the fire had blackened more than 20,000 acres on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border, and 

hundreds of people had fled their homes.  

 Evacuees clog smoke-

filled Ramona roads  

 Dry conditions, air 

quality expected to 

worsen today  

 Harris fire roars 

unchecked in East 

County  

 Wind-driven Witch 

fire burns 8,000 acres  

 

 
 

 
NELVIN CEPEDA / Union-Tribune 

Flames from the Harris fire engulfed a home 

south of state Route 94, just west of Hatfield 

Road yesterday. 
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Local officials requested up to 1,000 additional firefighters from around the state. Although reinforcements 

were rushing south toward San Diego County last night, they were not expected to arrive until early this 

morning.  

Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÉÔÃÈ #ÒÅÅË ÆÉÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅȟȱ Óaid San Diego 

Fire Chief Tracy Jarman.  The fire has split into two heads ɀ one headed for Poway and the other for San 

0ÁÓÑÕÁÌ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ %ÓÃÏÎÄÉÄÏȟ *ÁÒÍÁÎ ÓÁÉÄȢȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÈÅÁÄÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȢ 7Å ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎͻÔ ËÎÏ× 

when they'll be thÅÒÅȢȱ  

 

Power lines that were apparently knocked down by strong Santa 

Ana winds are suspected of sparking the fire, which broke out 

northeast of Ramona about noon.  

The Witch fire scorched more than 8,000 acres through the night 

and was threatening thousands of homes to the south and west in 

the direction of Poway and Escondido.  

There was no end in sight for either blaze late last night, with 

barely 5 percent containment by one estimate for the Harris fire.  

Thick smoke enveloped the East County and pushed all the way to 

the Pacific Ocean. Ash rained down over hundreds of square miles.  

The darkened midday skies and heavy smell of smoke harkened to 

the pair of fires that erupted four years ago this week, killing 17 

people and destroying more than 2,400 homes in San Diego County. 

The Cedar fire, which destroyed homes from Crest in East County to 

Scripps Ranch in San Diego, was the worst blaze in state history.  

Over the last several days, emergency officials had worried that 

conditions were ripe for another series of catastrophic firestorms.  

 

High winds and temperatures reaching into the 90s ɀ eerily similar 

to the days leading up to the Cedar and Paradise fires ɀ fanned the 

Harris and Witch blazes.  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÙ 

Supervisor Dianne Jacob, whose district suffered some of the 

×ÏÒÓÔ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ςππσȢ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ potential to be worse 

ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ #ÅÄÁÒ ÆÉÒÅȢȱ  

The fires are expected to burn at least through today and likely 

into this week, fanned by Santa Ana winds that are expected to 

persist over the next several days. Officials urged people to pay 

attention to news reports and to be prepared to leave their homes 

at a moment's notice.  

 

 
CHARLIE NEUMAN / Union-Tribune 

Sheriff's deputies and police urged residents 

of Ramona to evacuate yesterday. Last night, 

a mandatory evacuation order was issued 

for the area. 



The winds vexed fire crews all afternoon, grounding the air tankers that have succeeded in beating back fires 

quickly in remote parts of the county.   

Five helicopters and five air tankers were fighting the Harris fire, along with 45 engines and about 300 

firefighters, California Department of Forestry spokeswoman Audrey Hagen said. At the same time, two air 

tankers and 60 engines with 350 firefighters battled the Witch fire.  

Firefighters were already stretched thin by other wildfires burning across Southern California, most notably 

a Malibu blaze that destroyed a church and several expensive homes.  

The county's Web site, set up to inform residents about the advance of the fires, was largely not working, 

apparently because of overwhelming demand.  

No information was released about the person who died in the area of the The firefighters included three 

men and one woman. Of those five victims, two were being treated in the burn center, two were in intensive 

care and one was in the emergency room.  

 



Hundreds of people evacuated to shelters set up at Steele Canyon 

High School in Jamul, Poway High School and Escondido High School.  

By 10:40 p.m., the more than 100 people who had signed in at the 

Poway center were told it was closing. They were directed to go to 

Mira Mesa High School in San Diego.  

Even though they were safe, many fire refugees were distraught.  

Eyes red with tears, Tina Haus arrived at the Steele Canyon 

emergency center worried about her husband and son. Authorities 

had cut off traffic on the road through Barrett Junction just as she 

tried to reach them and the fire was getting close.  

Ȱ-Ù ÆÁÍÉÌÙͻÓ ÕÐ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÄÏÎͻÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȟȱ (ÁÕÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÌÁÔÅ 

yesterday afternoon.  

A fellow evacuee, Micele Pynenburg, stepped in with a reassuring 

hugȢ Ȱ)ÔͻÌÌ ÂÅ /+ȟȱ ÓÈÅ ×ÈÉÓÐÅÒÅÄȢ  

Despair turned to anger, however, after two sheriff's deputies 

arrived at the center and told evacuees, who peppered them with 

questions, that the fire was burning out of control and they knew 

little more.  

Information on the number of homes burned in the Harris fire was 

difficult to come by. At least four houses were destroyed, according 

to officials who were hampered by massive smoke and darkness.  

Several houses were seen burning along Romo Road and state Route 

94. A cluster of homes along Hatfield Road near Dulzura was among 

the hundreds of houses that were evacuated.  

Monica Morales, her three children and her husband were busily 

packing their belongings. The family has lived in the neighborhood 

for seven years. The Cedar fire missed them in 2003.  

Ȱ)ÔͻÓ ÓÃÁÒÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÃÁÌÍ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȟȱ -ÏÒÁÌÅÓ 

ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ)Æ ) ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÏÕÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÏÕÔȢ "ÕÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÁÂÌÅ 

ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȢȱ  

Morales was upset about having to leave their two horses behind. 

Ȱ7Å ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÇÏȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ7Å ÄÏÎͻÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á 

ÔÒÁÉÌÅÒȢȱ  

As the Witch fire headed their way, Dan and Melanie Niedens of San 

Diego Country Estates remembered staying up for three days to 

protect their Del Amo Road home from the Cedar fire in 2003.  

CLOSURES TODAY DUE TO 

FIRE  

SCHOOL CLOSURES:  

Poway Unified School District 

schools  

Ramona Unified School District 

schools  

Jamul-Dulzura Union School 

District  

Dehesa School District  

Calvary Christian Academy in 

Chula Vista  

Barona Indian Charter School  

Saint Pius X School in Chula 

Vista  

Steele Canyon High School; all 

other Grossmont Union district 

schools remain open  

San Diego Unified School 

District's Palomar Mountain 

campus. No sixth-grade camp. 

The district also canceled all field 

trips and is limiting sports 

activities.  

ROAD CLOSURES:  

State Route 94 between Harris 

Ranch Road and state Route 188. 

State Routes 78 and 79 from 

Julian to Ramona  

State Route 79 from Ramona to 

Sutherland Dam Road  

State Route 67 limited to 

southbound traffic  

OTHER CLOSURES  

San Diego County courts  

Tecate border crossing  

 



This time, the couple's children and pets were packed up and ready to go, but the family had not left by early 

ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȢ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÌÁÍÅȟȱ -ÅÌÁÎÉÅ .ÉÅÄÅÎÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ ÈÅÒ ÅÙÅÓ ÆÉØÅÄ ÓÑÕÁÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ 

the ridge behind her house.  

Several nearby residents headed to Mount Gower to get a better look at where the fire was headed. Tina 

$Å3ÔÅÆÁÎÏ ÓÁÉÄ ÓÈÅ ȰÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÔÏ ÐÉÃË ×ÈÁÔ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇȢȱ  

The 14-year resident was evacuated during the Cedar fire and said she is still haunted by memories of 

ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÒÁÖÁÇÅÄ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȢ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÅÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÔȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ  
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300,000 flee fires  
BLAZES MARCH TOWARD C OAST;  HUNDREDS OF HOMES DE STROYED IN COUNTY ;  'PROBABLY THE 

WORST FIRE THIS COUN TY HAS EVER HAD ,'  COUNTY SHERIFF SAYS  

 

By Jeff McDonald and Liz Neely ~ UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS  

 

Wildfires raced unchecked across San Diego County for the second straight day yesterday, forcing nearly 

300,000 people ɀ about 10 percent of the region's population ɀ to flee their homes.  The enormity of the 

crisis forced county officials to grapple with the unthinkable just four years after enduring the biggest 

wildfire in California history.  

ñIt's probably the worst fire this county has ever had ï well worse than the Cedar fire,ò said Sheriff Bill Kolender, 

referring to the effects from t he Witch Creek fire, one of two major brushfires ravaging the county.  

The blazes have killed one person and injured about three dozen others, according to hospital officials 

countywide. At least 13 firefighters were injured, and three remained in critical condition last night.  High 

winds and low humidity are expected to persist at least through today, meaning more damage is likely. 

ñI no longer own a suit,ò said Jeff Mangum, an attorney from Poway who gathered up photos, important papers and a 

change of clothes before his home burned to the ground. ñI have absolutely no idea where I'll be living.ò 

Firefighters scrambled to control up to eight separate fires at one point yesterday, and disaster officials worried the two 

largest blazes could burn all the way to the ocean. The coastal cities of Del Mar and Solana Beach both received 

mandatory evacuation orders late yesterday. 

The Witch Creek fire started near Ramona on Sunday, then jumped Interstate 15 yesterday morning and spurred 

evacuations from Scripps Ranch to Solana Beach. By 7:30 p.m., it had burned at least 500 houses and 100 commercial 

properties as part of its 145,000 -acre spread.  

Residential areas of Poway, Rancho Bernardo and Escondido all suffered significant damage. Multimillion-dollar estates 

were burning in Rancho Santa Fe through last night.  Firefighters said none of the blaze was contained. 

The Harris fire, the county's other major blaze, began Sunday morning near Potrero and was approaching Chula Vista last 

night. It has killed one person and  injured at least 18 others.   The victim was identified as Thomas Varshock, 52, an 

environmental engineer from Potrero who died defending his home Sunday. Varshock's 15-year-old son suffered burns 

on more than half of his body and was being treated at UCSD Medical Center in Hillcrest. 

About 25,000 acres had burned in the Harris fire and officials reported just 5 percent containment last night. Emergency 

crews said the blaze, which has cost $1.3 million to fight, would not likely be contained before Hallowee n. 

Wildfires also erupted in places such as Descanso, San Marcos and Fallbrook. Up to 100 homes were 

destroyed in the Rice Canyon fire in Fallbrook. Another brush fire near San Marcos was contained yesterday 

afternoon after blackening about 300 acres.  

Schools were closed across the county because of thick smoke and ash, sending thousands of children home early. Most 

districts will remain closed at least until tomorrow.  



Private businesses and some public agencies also told employees to stay home. The San Diego Chargers, which are 

supposed to host the Houston Texans on Sunday, announced they would train in Arizona. No decision had been made 

about where the game will be played.  

Most fire officials said the situation would worsen before it improves.   ñWith the wind blowing the way it is, it's very 

difficult for the firefighters to get out ahead of this thing,ò state fire Chief Charles Maner said. 

Promises of help poured in from Sacramento and Washington, D.C. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger pledged to provide whatever assistance the county can use and said the same was 

promised by President Bush during a brief telephone conversation.  During a news conference yesterday afternoon, 

Schwarzenegger announced that 800 National Guard troops stationed at the U.S.-Mexico border would be redeployed to 

help provide fire relief. Three hours later, San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders said 1,200 Guardsmen were being reassigned 

to fire duty.  

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps provided helicopters and other aircraft to help combat the fires; the Coast Guard 

supplied a rescue helicopter to transport victims.  

Santa Ana winds continued to gust past 60 miles an hour in some places, but firefighters were able to launch air tankers 

to stem some of the flames. Despite the air assaults, damage from th e brush fires continued to pile up.   ñWe're burning 

in a fuel bed that hasn't burned in 25 years,ò said state fire Deputy Chief Pat Kerschen.  Evacuation centers sprung up all 

over the county as fire victims sought refuge from the runaway flames.  

Residents in at least two dozen communities from Chula Vista to Fallbrook were ordered to vacate their homes by late 

yesterday. Many left with pets in tow; the 2,400 stalls on the backstretch of the Del Mar Racetrack were filled with 

displaced horses by 9:30 yesterday morning. 

Kolender, the sheriff, pleaded with residents to take the evacuation orders seriously. When homeowners refuse to leave, 

he said, it can divert resources from fighting the fires to rescuing people.   ñWe don't want to come get them,ò Kolender 

said. ñWe want them to go.ò 

In Crest, which was threatened by the Witch Creek fire, Joe and Janet Hart were packing their belongings into a trailer 

yesterday afternoon. It was the same trailer they lived in after losing their home in the 2003 Cedar fire.  

ñIt took us three years to get in here,ò said Joe Hart, 59, outside the two-story replacement home they modeled after a 

picture he and his wife saw in a magazine.  Down the street, Ruth Maas was piling her third batch of valuables into a 

van. She too lost her home in the Cedar fire.  ñI can't believe it's happening again,ò Maas said. ñIt's like a movie.ò 

Chula Vista city officials also were recommending that people prepare to leave; residents in Rolling Hills Ranch and the 

Bella Lago subdivision were handed mandatory orders to leave last night.  

The largest evacuation center was opened yesterday at Qualcomm Stadium, where relief workers handed out emergency 

supplies to thousands of people who registered as fire evacuees. Donors streamed into the massive parking lot with food, 

clothes and other donations. 

There was significant confusion in other areas yesterday as residents struggled to figure out where to go. For example, 

hundreds of people from a convalescent home in Rancho Bernardo were transported to the Del Mar Fairgrounds, where 

they lacked mattresses, blankets, food and water yesterday afternoon.  

Officials at Pomerado Hospital in Poway, taking no chances as the Witch Creek fire moved closer to their facility, moved 

all 75 of their patients to other sites by late morning yesterday. 



The fires were wreaking havoc beyond the burn areas.  Tens of thousands of homes and businesses lost power, said San 

Diego Gas & Electric officials. Disaster-relief managers urged people throughout the day to stay off cell phones so  fire 

crews could communicate more easily. Web sites aimed at keeping people informed crashed repeatedly due to 

overwhelming demand. 

Some improvements were apparent in the emergency response to the latest wildfires, compared with the San Diego 

County fires four years ago.  Communication among various fire agencies has improved since the Cedar and Paradise 

fires, officials said. Also, almost 200,000 households were warned to evacuate by the so-called reverse 911 system. Lack 

of notice to residents was a significant factor in the death and destruction of the 2003 wildfires.  

Even though fire crews were rolling into San Diego County from across California and the West, local officials still need 

more help.  By the second full day of the Cedar and Paradise fires, 12 people had lost their lives, 800 homes had been 

destroyed and 284,000 acres had been burned. 

At the same point, more than 3,200 firefighters had arrived in San Diego County to fight the wildfires. There were about 

1,900 firefighters battling the Harris  and Witch fires yesterday. 
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Help from above  
THE TOLL:  500,000 EVACUATED;  300,000 ACRES CHARRED;  1,300 BUILDINGS DESTROYED;  

THE FRONT LINES:  AIR FLEET GROWS;  GROUND REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVE;  WEATHER EASES 
 

By Jeff McDonald and Anne Krueger ~ UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS 

 

Reinforcements swooped into San Diego County by air and 

ground yesterday, infusing new energy into battles against a 

deadly firestorm that has compelled the largest evacuation in 

state history.  

More-favorable winds permitted giant air tankers to enter the fray for 

the first time. They joined a fleet of helicopters in fighting four major 

wildfires that continued to burn out of control.  

Additional crews from several states joined the effort in San Diego 

County. By sunset, more than 3,200 firefighters were in action.  

Ron Lane, operations director for the county Office of Emergency 

Services, welcomed the fresh resources after days of strained staffing. 

ñThe worst is behind us,ò he said. 

But no one was declaring victory. 

At least a half-million people have been forced from their 

homes. That's roughly one in every six county residents 

scattered in shelters, hotels and spare rooms of friends and relatives.  

Nearly 1,300 houses and other structures have been razed as flames have charred about 300,000 acres since Sunday. 

The property tally is expected to climb.  

Officials reported four fire -related deaths in addition to the man killed Sunday while defending his home in Potrero.   

Three people in their 90s died after being evacuated. A 62-year-old woman was killed after falling at a restaurant 

Monday. She had just fled her home in Rancho Bernardo. 

Countywide, hospitals have treated almost 100 people for burns, cuts, smoke inhalation and other health proble ms linked 

to the fires. That includes 27 firefighters, three of whom remain in critical condition at the UCSD Medical Center's burn 

unit.  

Many more people sought medical help at shelters. About a dozen clinics have closed countywide, along with an untold 

number of doctors' offices.  

Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff, who met with evacuees at Qualcomm Stadium yesterday, said the crisis 

resembled the magnitude of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. But he said federal officials anticipated the wildfires bett er than 

they did the storm.   ñThere's no question that there were a couple lessons from Katrina that we have put into effect 

here,ò Chertoff said. 

 

K.C. ALFRED / Union-Tribune 

Alameda County firefighters watched a San 

Diego Fire-Rescue Department helicopter 

battle flames yesterday near Via Conejo 

between Lake Hodges and Escondido. 

Photo galleries  
 

http://signonsandiego.lamphost.net/wildfires


President Bush designated San Diego County and six other counties in Southern California as federal disaster areas early 

yesterday, making them eligible for emergency funding. He is scheduled to tour San Diego County tomorrow.  

While firefighters gained an upper hand on a few fronts yesterday, new blazes erupted in other areas of the county. The 

nightmarish wildfi res of 2003 were relived by residents in portions of Julian and Harbison Canyon, who have been urged 

to evacuate. 

Valley Center, Del Dios and Palomar Mountain were the latest communities to become engulfed in flames. By midday, 

eight brush fires raged in t he region as the tally of broken lives and homes mushroomed. 

One of the most serious new threats was dubbed the Poomacha fire, which erupted on the southern slope of Palomar 

Mountain yesterday morning. About 20,000 acres had burned as of last night.   For years, disaster officials have worried 

that the mountain was particularly vulnerable to wildfires because it is pocked with thousands of dead and dying trees.  

More than 50 homes and trailers and a landmark Catholic church burned on the Rincon Indian Reservation near Valley 

Center as the Poomacha fire expanded.  ñYou could have had every unit in the whole county, they couldn't have done 

anything,ò said Bo Mazzetti, a Rincon tribal councilman. ñThe devil wind came through. Nobody could stop it.ò 

Rong Yao Ma, 58, a cook at Harrah's Rincon Casino, jumped from the window of his second-floor apartment after seeing 

flames and smoke at 5:30 a.m. He landed on concrete and tried to get up, but he had broken his hip.  He crawled across 

a mile of dirt until he reached th e highway, smoke and hot wind blasting his face.   ñFor a moment, I didn't know 

anything,ò he said from his bed at Palomar Medical Center in Escondido. 

About 20 people sought refuge from the Poomacha fire at the Palomar Observatory. ñThat's probably the safest spot in 

the whole mountain,ò spokesman Scott Kardel said. 

In the greater Fallbrook area, the Rice Canyon fire ballooned to 7,500 acres. It was 10 percent contained last night but 

had destroyed more than 200 houses and charred about 20,000 avocado trees.  The Rice Canyon firefighters caught 

somewhat of a break thanks to lighter winds. But weather forecasters predicted that Santa Ana gusts wouldn't die out 

until tomorrow.  

ñNormally after two to three days the winds break,ò said Rick Hutchinson, a deputy commander for the Witch Creek 

blaze. Not this time, he added. 

Again yesterday, fire officials were most concerned with Witch Creek, which jumped the San Dieguito River and raced 

into Fairbanks Ranch after decimating about three dozen estates in Rancho Santa Fe. 

ñI came up and there was a wall of smoke,ò said Val Popescu, who was back in Rancho Santa Fe yesterday to check on 

his Zumaque Street home. ñEverything around my house burned.ò 

Other fortunate residents included those in Scripps Ranch, who were allowed to return to their homes.  

Residents of the Del Dios enclave near Lake Hodges were not so fortunate.  Up to 100 fire trucks arrived within minutes 

to defend the community after one finger of the Witch Creek fire began pointing to the south. Nevertheless, flames 

consumed dozens of homes. 

By last night, the Witch Creek fire had burned nearly 197,000 acres and destroyed at least 480 homes, businesses and 

outbuildings. It was listed as 1 percent contained.  

Thousands of homes in East County still are threatened by the Harris fire, which started Sunday morning near Potrero 

before cutting a swath just east of heavily populated Chula Vista.  



A man was killed in the first hours of the Harris blaze before it spread quickly to the west. Thousands of people in 

suburban neighborhoods in eastern Chula Vista were ordered out yesterday, but favorable weather conditions allowed 

firefighters to make measured progress. 

Evacuation orders were lifted for Sunnyside and San Miguel Ranch, but remained in effect for much of Jamul, the state 

Route 67 corridor north of Lakeside and Rancho San Diego. 

Despite the evacuation order, Wilfredo Radoc was hosing down his white stucco home in San Miguel Ranch yesterday 

morning.  ñI want to protect my house,ò said Radoc, a senior cook for the George F. Bailey Detention Center in San 

Diego. ñI worked too hard for this. I'm prepared to die in my house.ò 

Tony DeSantiago of Spring Valley was among hundreds of people who stood along Jamacha Boulevard to watch the 

flames creep north from Mount San Miguel.  ñI can't help but feel that the majority of resources are in North County,ò he 

said. ñI understand property values are higher there, but people in this part of the county work just as hard for what they 

have.ò 

Calmer winds and water drops by military helicopters helped push the Harris fire away from the northeastern corner of 

Sweetwater Reservoir, sparing the Rancho San Diego and Spring Valley communities.  ñThey took the heart out of this 

one,ò Augie Ghio, chief of the San Miguel Fire District, said of the helicopters. 

As smoke and flames rose from nearby mountains, nearly 600 people at Steele Canyon High School followed the advice 

of firefighters and made the campus a ñshelter in place.ò That meant the evacuees would stay put, because the school 

has a wide safety perimeter.  

Most schools and universities across the county will remain closed for the rest of this week. Some government services 

also are being rescheduled or put off due to the fires.  

Officials at every level of government continued to pledge  unprecedented help for San Diego County and other fire-

ravaged areas of California. 

Schwarzenegger toured the evacuation center at Qualcomm Stadium for the second day in a row. He announced a 

hangar full of additional firefighting equipment was on the way : two air tankers, two DC -7 airplanes and 10 helicopters, 

among them. 

The White House produced a list of people and supplies destined for Southern California, including 1,200 federal 

firefighters; more than 100 engines; two dozen aircraft, including six gi ant C-130 transport planes; and 1,600 National 

Guard personnel. 

Meanwhile, the Air Force plans to deploy high-altitude drones as soon as today to more accurately map the runaway 

fires.  Equipped with specialized radars and other sensors, the jet will fly at 60,000 feet continuously for at least 24 hours 

and transmit data to a ground crew. The crew will relay images to an Internet site used by fire officials.  

The resolution of the images is good enough to ñpick out a hot twig that's the size of a matchstick,ò said Ed Walby, a 

Northrop Grumman executive who works on the company's San Diego-based Global Hawk program. 

All the crises strained the region's power grid, prompting utility officials to plead with residents to turn off air conditio ners 

and minimize electricity use. In previous days, health officials had encouraged people to run on their AC units to lessen 

indoor respiratory strain.  

Damage from the fires and the shutdown of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station forced San Diego Gas & Electric 

to rely almost entirely on local generators to keep the lights on and refrigerators humming.   More than 33,000 homes 

and businesses remained without power last night.  



 
An aerial view showed that only three homes appear to have escaped serious fire damage 

yesterday in this neighborhood in Rancho Bernardo.  
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Major local fires  

WITCH  CREEK FIRE 

As of 10 p.m. yesterday 

Area : Communities including Del Dios, Lakeside, Poway, Ramona, Rancho Bernardo, Rancho Santa Fe, Rincon, San 

Marcos, Valley Center and Wildcat Canyon. Julian and Pine Hills threatened. 

First reported:  12:37 p.m. Sunday 

Acres burned : 196,420 

Containment : 1 percent  

Structures lost:  At least 480 structures destroyed and 65 damaged 

Resources : 1,492 firefighters  

Deaths : Two people died after being evacuated from their Rancho Bernardo homes; Suzanne Elizabeth Casey, 62, died 

from a fall at a restaurant on Monday and June E. Brewer, 95, died of natural causes in her room at an Old Town hotel 

yesterday. 

Injuries : 12 firefighters  

HARRIS  FIRE 

As of 10 p.m. yesterday 

Area : East County communities of Dulzura, Indian Springs, Jamul, Potrero, Tecate and parts of Deerhorn Valley 

First reported:  9:23 a.m. Sunday 

Acres burned:  72,000 

Containment:  10 percent 

Structures lost:  200 to 500 homes destroyed or damaged 

Resources:  1,210 firefighters, 65 engines 

Deaths : Thomas James Varshock, 52, of Potrero died on his property during the Harris fire on Sunday; Donald Swarting, 

92, died of natural causes at the Mount Miguel Covenant Village Nursing Home in Spring Valley yesterday after becoming 

unresponsive during the evacuation. 

Injuries : 21 civilians, five firefighters  



 

RICE  CANYON FIRE 

As of 10 p.m. yesterday 

Area : Fallbrook and western Rainbow 

First reported : 4:16 a.m. Monday  

Acres burned:  7,500 

Containment:  10 percent 

Structures lost:  206 homes; two commercial properties, 40 outbuildings, 91 vehicles, 20,000 avocado trees 

Resources:  170 firefighters, 55 engines 

Deaths:  Alla M. Robinson, 91, was an in-patient at Fallbrook Hospital who died while being evacuated to Tri-City Medical 

Center on Monday. 

Injuries:  1 firefighter, minor injury  

POOMACHA FIRE 

As of 10 p.m. yesterday 

Area : Highland Valley, La Jolla Indian Reservation, Mt. Woodson and Valley Center 

First reported:  4:10 a.m. yesterday 

Acres burne d:  20,000 

Containment : 0 percent  

Structures lost:  50 homes destroyed 

Resources : 218 firefighters  

Deaths : zero 

Injuries : 10 firefighters  
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Witch Creek blaze hits RB hardest  
 

By Jose A Lopez 

 

For more than two days, Rancho Bernardo residents saw their 
community under siege on television, its destruction at the hands of 
the Witch Creek fire forming the dramatic backdrop for round-the-
clock newscasts that reached across the country.  

Except for a few instances, access to homes in the path of the fire 
was limited during those harrowing hours, in which evacuees 
depended on fragmented and sometimes contradicting information 
to determine whether their homes had burned or were left intact.  
Even while a large swath of San Diego County remained threatened 
or in flames, it became evident Rancho Bernardo would be one of 
the communities most heavily hit by the fire storms.  

As of press time Wednesday night, a preliminary count suggests 
295 homes ɂ not including a condominium complex ɂ were lost to 
the Witch Creek fire in Rancho Bernardo.  

Most impacted was the Westwood community, where entire culs-de-sac were turned into crumbled piles of 
smoldering debris. The fast-moving fire razed more than 134 homes in that community, which remained off-
limits to residents as of press time.  

Wednesday, Oct. 24, officials announced that residents of the least affected areas of Rancho Bernardo ɂ 
including sections of Oaks North, High Country West, Gatewood, Greens North, Eastview and the Knolls ɂ 
would be let back into their homes.  

Slowly ɂ in some cases with frustration ɂ residents began to trickle into their neighborhoods, anxious to 
ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅ ÈÁÄ ×ÒÏÕÇÈÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÄ ÓÅÅÎ ÏÒ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓ 
on Web sites or television reports.  

One thing that became clear immediately was the capricious course of the Santa Ana wind-swept blaze, 
which took some homes but not others ɂ even as they stood side-by-side.  

6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ 0ÒÉÃÅȟ Á #ÅÄÉÌÌÁ 0ÌÁÃÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ ÍÁÒÖÅÌÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÎÄÏÍÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȭÓ ÐÁÔÈȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ charred a line of 
hedges on her backyard, a tree in front of her home but did not touch the house.  

The fire came so close to her home, it melted a plastic flower pot dangling from her back patio.  

Ȱ)ȭÍ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÕÃËÙ ÍÙ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÓ /+ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÄÏÇȭÓ /+ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÌÏÏËÓ ÌÉËÅ ÍÙ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȭ ÈÏÍÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ /+ȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÕÓÈÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÄȢȱ  

5Ð ÁÎÄ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÒÉÃÅȭÓ ÂÁÃËÙÁÒÄȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÒÔÅ ÄÅ !ÃÅÉÔÕÎÏÓ ÃÕÌ-de-ÓÁÃȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ 
so fortunate.  

 
More than two - dozen homes 

along Lancashire Way were 

destroyed. A few other homes 

on the street survived.   Photo 

by Steve Spangler  



At least three homes lay in ruins, a collapsed garage on one of the houses revealing a fire-ravaged car and 
what was left of a patio jutting awkwardly into the air.  

Ruby Asbury, whose lives directly across the cul-de-sac and whose house was spared, said she was not home 
when the fire that devastated her neighborhood arrived.  

She left her Oaks North home and went to Carmel Mountain Ranch early Sunday at the urging of her 
daughter.  

Ȱ4ÈÅÓÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ÁÓ ÓÈÅ ÓÔÏÏÄ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÔÏÐÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÐÉÃË 
up a few thingÓȢ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÂÌÅȢȱ  

Charles Davis, a resident of the Montelena neighborhood, was one of the Rancho Bernardo residents who 
was not able to return to his home on Wednesday.  

Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÆÒÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÉÎÔÏ ÍÙ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÏ ÆÅÅÄ ÍÙ Ô×Ï ÃÁÔÓȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÎȢȱ  

As of press time, residents from other parts of Rancho Bernardo ɂ Westwood, Montelena, the Trails, 
Bernardo Vista del Lago ɂ remained cut off from their homes.  

Officials said the re-opening of neighborhoods closed during the fire-fighting effort depended on the safety of 
the houses, and whether the fires had been put out.  

In addition to lifting the mandatory evacuation order for parts of Rancho Bernardo, city officials allowed 
residents of Rancho Penasquitos, Del Sur, Santaluz and Torrey Highlands back into their homes.  

There were no reports of burned buildings in those areas of the city.  

On Wednesday, a lack of personnel led city officials to scrap a service offered a day before that let Westwood 
residents return to their homes escorted to pick up medications, making their way through snaky roads 
where homes lay in ruins.  

!Ó ÈÅ ×ÁÉÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÌÉÎÅȟ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ "ÏÂ +ÒÅÓËÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ×ÏËÅ ÕÐ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ Á ȰÂÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÆÉÒÅȱ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ 
his home on the 17700 block of Creciente Way. Several homes across the street were up in flames.  

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÎÏÔÉÃÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ7Å ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÅȟ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÍÙ ×ÁÌÌÅÔȟ ÃÅÌÌ ÐÈÏÎÅ 
ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ) ÎÅÅÄȢȱ  

Kresky said he knew his home had not burned because he saw a news report, in which the camera operator 
switched back and forth between shots of his house and of the homes of his neighbors which had been 
destroyed.  

Angel Astorgano said he was roused from his sleep by a neighbor knocking on the door of his home of 
Lancashire Way, a Montelena street that appears to have lost six homes to the fire.  

He and his family stayed at a hotel, and as he waited for his short return, he said he was bracing himself for 
what he would see.  

Ȱ)ȭÍ ÓÁÄÄÅÎÅÄȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÍÙ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȢȱ  

Though his home was spared, he wondered about the long-term effects of the displacement ɂ such as air 
qualityɂ and wondered how long it would be before he would feel safe moving his family back home.  
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Hope and heartbreak  
AS FIRES CONTINUE TO BURN,  RESIDENTS SEE SIGNS OF PROGRESS 

 

By John Marelius ~ STAFF WRITER  

 

Yesterday was a time filled with mixed emotions.  

 
Although steadily diminishing winds helped firefighters gain the upper 

hand against certain blazes, other infernos continued to rage unchecked. 

Although some evacuees had to flee the path of growing wildfires and 

many remained at shelters, thousands were allowed to return home.  

And while many residents remained without power last night, San Diego 

Gas & Electric was able to restore a major transmission line and prevent 

blackouts that would have affected 100,000 people. 

ñWhat we were facing was something that could have gone on for hours,ò 

said Michael Niggli, chief operating officer for SDG&E. 

Since Sunday, the wildfires in San Diego County have forced about 

560,000 people to flee their homes. The fires also have caused 

more than $1 billion in property damage, disaster-relief experts 

said yesterday.  

As of early last night, fire officials reported that five blazes had burned 

more than 327,000 acres and destroyed at least 1,100 homes. 

The conflagrations also have strained the region's health care facilities. 

Hundreds of people have received medical treatment at hospitals, clinics, doctors' offices and evacuation centers. 

 

 

 
NANCEE E. LEWIS / Union-Tribune 

Erin O'Sullivan (left) hugged her mother, 

Patricia (back to camera), her father, 

Patrick, and sister Lauren Telliard in front of 

her parents' home on Aguamiel Road in 

Rancho Bernardo yesterday. A police escort 

took the family to the house that was 

destroyed in the Witch Creek fire, and family 

members found pieces of china and 

childhood memorabilia amid the rubble. 



Hospitals reported that a surge of evacuees began streaming in 

yesterday with respiratory problems, bruises, splinters, fractures and 

injuries caused by items that fell on them.  

Some had not realized they were wounded because they were racing to fleea 

fire, said Dr. Shawn Evans, an emergency room physician at Scripps Memorial 

Hospital in La Jolla. 

In Oceanside, Tri-City Medical Center was handling nearly double its typical 

number of maternity patients. Some of the deliveries were premature, perhaps 

because of stress from fire evacuations and the loss of homes, said Tri-City 

spokesman Jeff Segall. 

Usually, the hospital's neonatal intensive care unit treats 11 newborn babies at a 

time. Yesterday, it had 21.  

The dichotomy of heartbreak and hope was experienced by people such as Jeff 

and Ann Owens, who found out late Monday that flames destroyed the five -

bedroom home near Lake Poway they had been remodeling for four years. 

As they stood in front of the rubble yesterday, Ann found a  way to lighten their spirits. She presented her husband with a 

caramel cinnamon cake and a mini ñHappy Birthdayò balloon for his 66th birthday. 

ñI was really surprised,ò Jeff Owens said. ñI needed a smile. . . . I have gone through a few days of serious g rief.ò 

From Palomar Mountain to Jamul, residents braced for the worst as the Witch Creek, Poomacha and Harris 

fires expanded toward them. But as of late last night, firefighters were optimistic about blunting the blazes' 

advance.  

They also were more confident about controlling the Rice Canyon fire, which has charred roughly 9,500 acres in the 

DeLuz and Fallbrook region. 

Yesterday afternoon, fire officials said they were preparing to lift Fallbrook' s mandatory evacuation order ñin the near 

future.ò They didn't offer more specifics. 

The evacuation order remained in place there to enable power to be 

fully restored and to make sure the town's water supply is adequately 

treated, said state fire spokesman David Shew. 

At Camp Pendleton, unpopulated swaths of the base were charred 

and roads were closed by three blazes. 

Early yesterday, the fires forced the evacuation of about 800 people 

on the base. They also prompted officials to temporarily close 

Interstat e 5 from state Route 76 to the Orange County border.  

ñWe just have a lot of fire and limited resources,ò said Bill Gick, Camp 

Pendleton's fire inspector. ñThe fires on Pendleton have grown 

tremendously in the last day. It is going to get bigger.ò 

 

 

A nonstop fi ght 

from north to south (PDF)  

 

K.C. ALFRED / Union-Tribune 

A clock recorded when the Witch Creek fire 

destroyed the Poway home of Jeff and Ann 

Owens, who returned there yesterday. They 

bought the home the week of the 2003 

Cedar fire. 



By contrast, evacuation orders were lifted in some neighborhoods of Escondido, Rancho Bernardo and Rancho 

Peñasquitos. 

In the Trails section of Ranch Bernardo, the randomness of flames from Monday could be seen in the large, estate-style 

homes that were destroyed. 

One home on Bernardo Trails Drive had basically 

disintegrated, while a red Jeep with its top down in the 

driveway looked like it could be driven away.  

Over at the neighboring subdivision of Montelena, jack-o'-lanterns 

made of paper and ghosts made of white sheets hung in the front 

yard of a home on Locksley Street. 

Mark Huettinger was relieved when he called the fax machine at his 

Abra Place home in Rancho Bernardo on Tuesday and it answered. 

Then his brother brought him down to earth.  

ñYou might come back to a chimney and a fax machine,ò his brother 

said. 

Yesterday, Huettinger and his wife, Frances, found their two -story, 

cream-colored stucco home intact. Their only complaints were an 

accumulation of ash and a slight smell of smoke in the laundry room.  

ñWonderful, absolutely wonderful. It looks like nothing ever happened,ò Mark Huettinger said. 

In places still threatened by flames, firefighting crews used at least 57 airplanes and helicopters to dump water and fire 

retardant, according to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

The availability and use of aircraft continued to stir controversy yesterday.  

As federal and state officials patted each other's back for quick action on the aerial front, critics ɀ mainly 

online bloggers and talk-radio commentators ɀ argued that firefighters lacked air power to battle the 

infernos.  

An irritated Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger bluntly said the skeptics 

didn't know what they were talking about. He insisted  that many of 

the aircraft were unable to fly until yesterday because of high winds 

in Southern California. 

ñAnyone complaining about the planes just wants to complain 

because that's a bunch of nonsense,ò Schwarzenegger told ABC News 

during a morning inter view. 

He also talked with President Bush, who is scheduled to tour some of 

the fire -ravaged areas of San Diego County this morning. 

Determined to demonstrate that his disaster agencies have gotten 

their acts together since the chaotic response to Hurricane Katrina 

 

NELVIN CEPEDA / Union-Tribune 

Rory Cox used a lawn sprinkler to water 

down a neighbor's roof yesterday at a house 

off Honey Spring Road in Jamul. 

 

K.C. ALFRED / Union-Tribune 

Amy Fousek collected some belongings 

yesterday from her Rancho Bernardo home, 

which suffered fire damage. She was able to 

recover her 8-year-old son's pet fish. 



two years ago, Bush said he is pleased with the federal government's response to the fires.  

ñI had a conversation with Governor Schwarzenegger,ò he said after a morning Cabinet meeting. ñMy question to him 

was, 'Are you getting what you need?' .  . . His answer was yes. ò 

Today, Bush will take a helicopter tour over the burned areas and visit a fire -damaged neighborhood. He will have lunch 

with firefighters and receive briefings from federal and state officials before returning to Washington, D.C.  

One success story that local authorities have highlighted is the Reverse 911 calling systems. They said the network has 

paved the way for a fairly orderly evacuation of more than a half -million people ï 10 times as many as were driven from 

their homes by the Paradise fire and the Cedar blaze, which began exactly four years ago today. 

Weather forecasters said the Santa Ana winds that have propelled the blazes and hampered firefighting efforts since 

Sunday will likely be gone today. In addition, humidity level s are expected to keep rising while temperatures are 

expected to drop 6 to 8 degrees.  

Yesterday, the winds decreased by as much as 36 miles per hour in some areas. That gave firefighters relief from the 

gusts of almost 70 miles per hour that had whipped up  flames earlier in the week. 

Instead of blowing in from the east, as they have since Sunday, the winds are expected to come from the west. Those 

cooler and weaker westerly winds would be a further blessing for firefighters.  

But the calmer conditions would do little to help the air quality, health experts said.   The fires in San Diego County have 

produced so much soot, ash and other airborne particles that skies will remain polluted for awhile, said Mary Nichols, 

chairwoman of the California Air Resources Board in Sacramento.  ñWe can certainly expect that people living in San 

Diego County will be experiencing several days, if not a week or more, of unhealthful air,ò Nichols said. 

Also in Sacramento, state Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner declared an ñinsurance emergencyò aimed at speeding 

up the handling of homeowners' claims. The designation authorizes out-of-state adjusters to process those claims. 

San Diego County authorities warned evacuees to be on guard for fire-related scams. In the rush to repair fire-damaged 

dwellings, homeowners can end up hiring disreputable contractors or falling prey to scams involving bogus insurance 

adjusters or fake charities. 
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Poway toll: At least 88 homes  
 

By Pat Kumpan  

 

-ÏÓÔ ÏÆ 0Ï×ÁÙȭÓ χȟπππ ÅÖÁÃÕÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÔÕÒÎing home this week to 
discover a surreal situation of contrasts: charred remains of some 
homes or others untouched by the wicked ways of the Witch Creek 
fire.  

At least 88 homes burned during the destruction in an erratic 
hopscotch pattern throughout the community, sparing some homes 
and claiming others in exclusive neighborhoods such as The 
Heritage, then moving to Bridlewood homes and randomly down 
Espola Road to the Range Park neighborhood behind the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at the Espola and Twin Peaks road 
intersection.  

Some residents said that this week was just a shadow of the 2003 
Cedar fire, similar in some ways, but more devastating and far-
reaching in scope.  

Hot spots in the community that fire officials were watching, as of press time Wednesday night included a 
section of Espola Road at the top of the Poway Grade, as it connects to state Route 67, and High Valley, also 
off Espola.  

Residents of High Valley, located on the east side of Espola Road, slightly south of Poway High School, were 
the latest victims of the Witch Creek fire.  

That same neighborhood was the last neighborhood to face the Cedar Fire, when firefighters dug in stop the 
fire from spreading to Lake Poway and the Blue Sky Ecological Reserve.  

As winds shifted and temperatures dipped slightly by mid-week, Santa Ana conditions eased up, but, 
ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 0Ï×ÁÙȭÓ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ #ÈÉÅÆ 'ÁÒÒÙ -ÁÃ0ÈÅÒÓÏÎȟ Ȱ7ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÏÄÓ ÙÅÔȢȱ  

It was the Santa Ana conditions that helped to fuel the fire and push it in all directions, MacPherson said.  

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔȢ ςυ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÆÏÒ 0Ï×ÁÙȟ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÙÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÆÉÒÅÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ 
deputies could take a breather from the hectic pace of the previous few days, he added.  

Pomerado Hospital officials evacuated 202 patients earlier this week to other hospitals as the fire crept 
closer to the site on Pomerado Road. But the hospital was not damaged, said Palomar Pomerado Health 
spokesman Andy Hoang.  

Ȱ!ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÃÒÕÂÂÉÎÇȟ ÖÁÃÕÕÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÓÏÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÈȟȱ (ÏÁÎÇ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
Ȱ7ÅȭÖÅ ÓÃÒÕÂÂÅÄ ÂÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÉÐÅÄ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÁÓ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢȱ  

 
Fran Meyers and Kristina Ford 

console each other after 

returning to High Valley Road 

in Poway on Tuesday. Photo 

by Steve Spangler.  



The return of patients is contingent on county officials giving the go-ahead, probably in a few days, he said.  

The Poway Chamber of Commerce, located at 13381 Poway Road in the Poway Plaza shopping Center, set up 
a wireless system for computers in their office this week. Those with home-based businesses or other 
residents can stop by to use the office space, but CEO Luanne Hulsizer suggests calling before arriving.  

The city of Poway has established a care team for Poway fire victims who need information about rebuilding 
or for other reasons. For help, call 858-668-4552.  

Ȱ7ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÕÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÇÏ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÔ 
Jennifer Johnson.  

According to Johnson, Poway is teaming up with the city of San Diego and will have representatives at the 
Local Assistance Center now in place at the Glassman-Rancho Bernardo Recreational Center, 18448 West 
Bernardo Drive.  

That center will have FEMA forms and other pertinent information for fire victims.  

4ÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 2ÅÄ #ÒÏÓÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0Ï×ÁÙȭÓ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0Ï×ÁÙ 
Community Park auditorium on Civic Center DrÉÖÅ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0Ï×ÁÙ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ ÓÕÂÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

Because the city authorized the return of Poway evacuees to their homes on Wednesday, it was likely that 
only displaced fire victims from Ramona and Rancho Bernardo would probably be staying at the center.  

Former Poway fire chief Bob Krans helped set up that evacuation center, which he said assisted 1,000 
evacuees. Several community volunteers and city employees worked at helping displaced residents feel more 
comfortable, he said.  

Sysco in the South Poway Business Park donated most of the food, while Wal-Mart and other merchants also 
pitched in with disposable diapers and other items. A generous donation of blankets was also given, he said.  

About 250 horses were moved to the Poway Valley Riders Association, according to Russ Sheldon. That 
group had experience from the Cedar fire, he said.  

(Å ÓÕÍÍÅÄ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÁÆÅ ɂ ÈÏÒÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ  

The most difficult aspect of the fire was waiting to hear if your home was still standing, said evacuees Dick 
and Nancy Horne of High Valley.  

Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÔÏÌÄ ÕÓ ÉÔ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÓÁÆÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÈÏÍÅȟȱ $ÉÃË (ÏÒÎÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÙ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÌÉÎÅÓ 
ÌÁÎÄÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÂÁÃË ÔÏȢȱ  

The Hornes found out on Wednesday from the Poway Chamber of Commerce that their home was still 
standing, but their neighborhood was not reopened.  Ȱ7Å ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÃÕÔ ÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÃÈÁÉÎ ÌÉÎË ÆÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ 
ÏÕÔȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ.Ï×ȟ ÁÒÍÅÄ ÇÕÁÒÄÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÂÁÃË ÉÎȢȱ  

4ÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ %ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃations Center was in full operation early Monday morning, in the City 
Council chambers next to city hall on Civic Center Drive.  

Ȱ7Å ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ρυ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÏÎ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ ÐÌÁÎȟ ÐÕÌÌÉÎÇ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȟȱ 
-ÁÃ0ÈÅÒÓÏÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÈÁÄ Á ÒÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÔÅÁÍ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈȢȱ  



One lesson learned from the Cedar Fire was that better communication was needed on all levels. This time 
around, that was accomplished, he added.  

The Christian Life Assembly Church at 14047 Twin Peaks Road was expecting four truckloads of food on 
Thursday, Oct. 25 from its sister church in Los Angeles to help fire victims in Poway and Rancho Bernardo, 
according to Kurt Vitrano of Poway. For more details, call Vitrano directly at 858-922-6113.  
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Regio nal fire assistance center opens  
By Elizabeth Marie Himchak 

To make the recovery process as simple as possible, a local assistance center for Rancho Bernardo, Poway 
and Escondido residents has been established at the Rancho Bernardo-Glassman Recreation Center.  

Services are available to those whose homes were destroyed or damaged in the Witch Creek fire.  

The center at 18448 W. Bernardo Drive will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays for as long as needed.  

!Ó ÏÆ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ 7ÅÓÔ×ÏÏÄȭÓ ÍÁÎÄÁÔÏÒÙ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒÄÅÒȟ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔ 
Bernardo Drive exit off Interstate 15.  

City Councilman Brian Maienschein established a similar center ɂ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Á ȰÏÎÅ-ÓÔÏÐ ÓÈÏÐȱ ɂ in 
Scripps Ranch four years ago to help those who lost homes in the Cedar fire.  Ȱ) ÁÍ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏÉÎÇ 
ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÍÙ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÎÏÒÍÁÌ ÁÓ ÓÏÏÎ ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȟȱ 
Maienschein said.  

The center has a minimum of 40 city, county, state and federal agencies; utility companies including Time 
Warner Cable and San Diego Gas & Electric; the U.S. Postal Service; Social Security Administration; law 
enforcement and mental health representatives available.  

In addition, Maienschein has set up a local office at the center so he and his staff members can assist Rancho 
Bernardo residents. A new phone number has been established at 858-924-9406. His staff can also be 
reached at the downtown office by calling 619-236-6655.  
The cities of Poway and Escondido also have booths with information specific for their residents.  

Postal deliveries are resuming as the mandatory evacuations are lifted, said Mike Cannone, U.S. Postal 
Service spokesman.  Those who are displaced for the short or long term will be able to pick-up their mail 
from their local post office.  

&ÏÒ 2ÁÎÃÈÏ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄÏ ÁÎÄ τ3 2ÁÎÃÈ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÏÌÄȱ ÐÏÓÔ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÁÔ ρφωφπ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄÏ #ÅÎÔÅÒ $ÒÉÖÅȢ 
They can call 858-487-0857 for additional information.  

Ȱ7ÅȭÌÌ ÄÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×Å can to accommodate residents for the short or long term due to losses (caused by) 
ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ #ÁÒÏÌ #ÏÎÒÏÙȟ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÐÏÓÔÍÁÓÔÅÒȢ  

San Diego city trash collection was suspended on Tuesday throughout the city ɂ including Rancho Bernardo. 
Those customers will have trash pickup on Saturday, Oct. 27 and additional special collection services will be 
available as needed.  

Until further notice, all regularly scheduled classes and activities held inside the Rancho Bernardo-Glassman 
Recreation Center have been canceled for the foreseeable future due to the assistance center filling the 
rooms and gymnasium.  Helen Phillips, center director, said outdoor activities will resume when the air 
quality improves.  As of press time, she was also looking at options for reÌÏÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 
Halloween party scheduled for Monday, Oct. 29.  
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Witch Creek fire news updates  

Items are posted in the order received, with the most current on top. Check back frequently for news and 
updates.  

Monday, Nov. 5 - The Rancho Bernardo Community Foundation  has announced that Rancho Bernardo 
and Poway residents who have lost their homes in the recent fires are invited as the guests of County 
Supervisor Pam Slater-0ÒÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ρψÔÈ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ ,Õncheon. The luncheon is being 
held at the Rancho Bernardo Inn on Tuesday, November 20th in the new Aragon Ballroom. A reception 
begins at 11AM and a traditional turkey dinner with all the trimmings will be served at noon. City 
Councilman Brian Maienschein will emcee and there will be live musical entertainment.  Reservations are 
required, so to reserve your seats (2 members per family), please call 858-229-9053  

The Poway Unified School District has established the PUSD Fire Relief Fund and is working in 
collaboration with the Palomar Council PTA to assist all staff, students, and families affected by the recent 
wildfires.   This relief fund was created for the purpose of accepting general and specific monetary donations.  

Donations may be designated to assist staff, students, and families at a particular site.  Please make checks 
payable to PUSD Fire Relief Fund and mail to: PUSD Fire Relief Fund, Attn:  Mary Jo Stollfuss, Accounting 
Department, 13626 Twin Peaks Road, Poway, CA 92064-3034  

Friday, Nov. 2 - San Diego Rebuild!  is presenting free informational workshops for those whose homes 
or businesses need to be rebuilt  either in total or in part. The workshops will be hosted by legitimate and 
licensed construction organizations and contractors, material suppliers and attorneys along with tax and 
lending professionals. The event will take place on Friday, November 16, 2007 from 2:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at 
the California Center for the Arts, Escondido which donated its Conference Center for the free public event.  

Thursday, Nov. 1 - !Î ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÌÏÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ×ÁÙȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ 
interested in donating an instrument, know of someone who might, or might have connections in the music 
industry, please e-mail powayfiremusicrelief@cox.net. All donations will be made directly to the Poway 
Unified School District and are tax deductible.  

The California Center for the Arts, Escondido has initiated a toy drive  which will start on Sunday, 
November 11 with the performance of bluegrass band, Cherryholmes and end on Sunday December 16 with 
ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ (ÁÎÄÅÌȭÓ -ÅÓÓÉÁÈȢ  The Salvation Army, whose mission is to help families in need, will 
distribute the toys.  
 
For those wishing ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅȟ ÔÏÙÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ 
building. On performance days or nights, toys can be brought to the Center Theater or Concert Hall.  For 
events in the Conference Center, toys can be left in that faciliÔÙȭÓ ÌÏÂÂÙȢ  

The Home Depot and the American Red Cross are offering free wildfire recovery clinics from 3 to 4 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4, 11 and 18 at The Home Depot in Poway, 12175 Tech Center Drive.  4ÈÅ ÃÌÉÎÉÃȭÓ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ 
include how to clean up safely, keep oneȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÓÁÆÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒȟ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÆÉÒÅ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
home and create a family communications and evacuation plan.  For more information, call the Poway store 
at 858-668-1417, go to http://www.homedepotclinics.com  or http://www.redcross.org .  

mailto:powayfiremusicrelief@cox.net
http://www.homedepotclinics.com/
http://www.redcross.org/


9:20 a.m. Wednesday - 4ÈÅ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ #ÉÔÙ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÌÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÁÎÄÌÏÒÄÓ 
are illegally hiking rental housing pric es due to the recent fire disaster in the county that impacted the 
city of San Diego.  

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÁÎÖÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓ ÉÎ 2ÁÎÃÈÏ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄÏ ÓÉÎÃÅ 
Saturday speaking with residents affected by the fires.  Rent manipulation during an emergency is a 
misdemeanor and is punishable by imprisonment for up to one year in county jail and/or a $10,000 fine.  

4ÈÅ #ÉÔÙ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÕÒÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÒÅÎÔ ÇÏÕÇÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÔÏ 
contact the City AÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ #ÏÎÓÕÍÅÒ ÁÎÄ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ 5ÎÉÔ ÁÔ ɉφρωɊ υσσ-5600. Staff members 
are available between the hours of 9 a.m. - 11 a.m., and 1 p.m. - 3 p.m., Monday-Friday.  Victims can also find 
Á ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔ ÆÏÒÍ ÂÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ ×ÅÂ ÓÉÔÅ at http://www.sandiegocityattorney.org   

11:15 a.m. Tuesday - Due to a steadily increasing volume of patients, the Scripps Medical Response Team 
will extend the operations of its Mobile Medical Unit in Rancho Bernardo through Sunday, Nov. 4.  

Scripps opened the Mobile Medical Unit at Rancho Bernardo Community Park Thursday, Oct. 25 and initially 
anticipated being open for one week.  But with a growing stream of patients being referred to the center 
during the past several days, the San Diego Fire Department asked Scripps to extend its operations.  To date, 
the Scripps Mobile Medical Unit has treated 305 patients in Rancho Bernardo, many of whom would have 
otherwise required 911 calls and placed a greater strain on local emergency response efforts.  

5:30 p.m. Monday - City of San Diego officials, including Mayor Jerry Sanders and Councilman Brian 
Maienschein, will lead a community forum at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 1 at the RB Community 
Presbyterian Church, 17010 Pomerado Road, so that RB area residents who lost their homes can come 
together and discuss the next steps in the rebuilding process.  

4:45 p.m. Monday - A fund to help the estimated 98 Poway families who lost their homes in the Witch Creek 
Fire has been established through a collaboration of the City of Poway, the Poway Rotary Foundation, and 
San Diego National Bank.  One hundred percent of donations to the fund will go directly to Poway residents 
whose homes were destroyed in the fire.  The money will be allocated by representatives from the City of 
0Ï×ÁÙȭs Care Team and the Poway Rotary Foundation.  All affected families will have access to the funds.  

Donations are tax deductible and can be made in several ways. Checks made payable to the Poway Rotary 
Foundation - Fire can be deposited in the Poway Rotary &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ &ÉÒÅ !ÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÁÔ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
Bank, 13395 Poway Road.; mailed to the Poway Rotary Foundation at P.O. Box 184, Poway CA 92074; or 
placed in an envelope marked Poway Fire Victims and dropped off at Poway City Hall, located at 13325 Civic 
Center Drive, or in the overnight drop box located in the City Hall parking lot.  

12:23, Monday ɂ Utility update  

The San Diego Gas & Electric Co. says most customers whose service was affected by the wildfires will have 
their service restored by Sunday, Nov. 4. As of Monday, Oct. 29, 5,200 households remain without power, 
says SDG&E spokeswoman Jenny Redmond. Redmond said the utility expects to restore service to 97 percent 
of those homes ɂ or about 5,044 ɂ by the weekend.  

An up-to-date picture of the outages, including estimated restoration times, is available online at 
http://www.sdge.com  under the San Diego Firestorm 2007 link. According to Redmond, the wildfires 
knocked out 1,200 utility poles, downed 60 transformers and destroyed 35 miles of overhead electrical 
wires, which now must be replaced. The utility company has 750 employees and 475 contractors working on 
the restoration.  



Ȱ!Ó ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÃË ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒÓ ÓÁÆÅÌÙȟȱ 
2ÅÄÍÏÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ/ÕÒ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÁÉÒ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÁÍÁÇÅÄ ÁÓ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÁÓ 
ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢȱ  

Residents are being warned not to touch any downed transmission lines, including telephone or cable wiring, 
which may also be energized.  Customers can contact the utility at 1-800-411-SDGE.  

11:30 a.m. Monday - Thursday Town Hall  
A Town Hall meeting organized by City Councilman Brian Maienschein will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 1 in the Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church, 17010 Pomerado Road. 
Representatives from Environmental Services will discuss clearing debris and lots and those from 
Development Services will talk about the permitting process. There will also be a question and answer 
period on how to move forward with recovery. The meeting is geared toward those who lost their homes in 
Rancho Bernardo.  
For more information, call 858-924-9406.  

The RB Community Council (http://www.RBCommunityCouncil.com) has set up a special page on its web 
site with rental listings. The council is working with various Realtors in the area and are encouraging them to 
send us the listing to post.  

Residents who live in San Diego County, which includes all 18 cities and the unincorporated areas of the 
county, are encouraged to register their cell phones and e-mail addresses for emergency notifications by 
visiting http://www.alertsandiego.org  within the next few days. Possible moderate to strong Santa Ana 
winds are forecast for next weekend.  Once e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers are registered, it will 
take up to 24 hours for that information to be updated into AlertSanDiego, the County of San Diego mass 
notification system that is commonly referred to Reverse 911.  

5:40 p.m. Friday - The Air Pollution Control District is requesting all residents throughout the San Diego Air 
Basin to avoid using leaf blowers to clean up residual ash, dirt and debris.  These devices can pick up the ash 
from the current wildfires and re-suspend it into the air.  

5:30 p.m. Friday - The Christian Life Assembly Church at 14047 Twin Peaks Road has food, water and 
clothing for free distribution to help fire victims in Poway and Rancho Bernardo, according to Kurt Vitrano of 
Poway. For more details, call Vitrano directly at 858-922-6113.  

3:20 p.m. Friday - Residents with potentially hazardous materials to clean up, such as cleaning products, 
paint, batteries, gasoline, and fuel, are encouraged to call for information on how to properly dispose of the 
materials. Unincorporated areas residents call (877) 713-2784, North County city residents call (800) 714-
1195 and City of San Diego residents call (858) 694-7000.  

3:15 p.m. Friday - Supervisor Pam Slater-Price called for fire victims to proceed through the rebuilding 
process with caution and not jeopardize their insurance claims or FEMA assistance. Yesterday, many Rancho 
Bernardo residents and others in the burned areas of the Witch fire indicated that they wanted to begin 
clearing their land immediately.  However, clearing land ahead of filing an insurance claim, which may 
require an insurance official to survey the property as it is, may void insurance coverage. For more fire 
recovery information, visit http://www.sdcountyrecovery.com .  

2:20 p.m. Friday - The San Diego North Chamber of Commerce (based in RB) has set up the following fire 
relief assistance site: http://www.sdncc.com/sdfires2007 .  

11:15 a.m. Friday - The Westwood Club, 17394 W. Bernardo Drive, is accepting donations of non-perishable 
food and clothing. Those able to help others are encouraged to leave their names, phone numbers and 

http://www.alertsandiego.org/


available services at the club.  Rancho Bernardo residents will be able to pick-up donated items, as available, 
and also leave postings detailing their specific needs.  

8:40 a.m. Friday - 4ÈÅ 0Ï×ÁÙ !ÄÕÌÔ $ÁÙ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÁÒÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ #ÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ 'ÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ Ȱ3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ 
2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÃÅÎÔ &ÉÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÒÅÁȱ ÏÎ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖȢ χ ÁÔ ρπ ÁȢÍȢ ÔÏ ρρȡσπ 
a.m.  Free respite care at the Center is available.  Call Social Worker Liz Landram for more information.  

2:25 p.m. Thusday - Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage has announced that its office locations in San 
Diego are open as drop-off points for needed items that will be forwarded to the American Red Cross or 
delivered to local evacuation shelters.  The needed items, which must be new, are cases of water and 
Gatorade; paper products such as plates, bowls, napkins and cups; plastic utensils; large trash bags; new 
ÐÁÃËÁÇÅÄ ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃËÓ ÉÎ ÍÅÎȭÓȟ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÓÉÚÅÓȠ Ó×ÅÁÔ ÓÈÉÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÎÔÓȠ ÄÉÁÐÅÒÓȟ 
especially sizes #1 and #2; baby wipes; baby formula; energy bars, canned foods with pull tops; toiletries 
such as toothpaste and toothbrushes, disposable razors, deodorants, and hand sanitizer; chapstick; 
sunscreen; bar or liquid soap; new blankets; new towels; dry pet food for dogs and cats; kitty litter; and 
playing cards or board games.  

!ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ #ÏÌÄ×ÅÌÌ "ÁÎËÅÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅȟ ÆÁØ ÁÎÄ 
copying services to anyone who has been displaced by the fire and requires assistance in making insurance 
claims or conducting other fire-related business.  The two RB offices are at 16363 Bernardo Center Drive and 
15703 Bernardo Heights Parkway.  

2 p.m. Thursday - Free support groups are being offered by Palomar Family Counseling Servicce in Poway for 
families with children who have emotional issues as the result of the fire.  Cal 858-748-3610 for details.  

10:45 a.m. Thursday - County Assessor Gregory J. Smith wishes to advise all property owners whose 
property was damaged or destroyed during the recent firestorm that property tax relief is available.  This tax 
relief program requires the reassessment of the property to reflect its damaged condition.  The reduced 
value will remain in effect until such time as the property is rebuilt or repaired.  More importantly, after the 
property is repaired or replaced, the owners can retain their previous taxable value if the property is rebuilt 
in a like or similar manner.  This means that the property tax assessment will not be increased beyond what 
it was prior to the fire. The necessary form and related information is posted at http://www.sdarcc.com .  

 
10:10 a.m. Thursday - 4ÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÆÏÒ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÁÒÅȭÓ 0Ï×ÁÙ 5ÒÇÅÎÔ #ÁÒÅ ɉ0ÏÍÅrado Hospital Campus, 
Pomerado Outpatient Pavilion, 15611 Pomerado Road, 3rd Floor) is open from 9 am to 9 pm. During these 
hours, they will assist with any urgent health care needs, respiratory issues, and medication refills. If a 
Centre patient has an appointment scheduled with his/her primary care physician or specialty physician, 
please contact that department to verify the physician is in.  
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Firefighters find sanctuary at Poway High  
School offers food, break from service  

 

By Blanca Gonzalez ~ STAFF WRITER  

A shower and hot meal may not sound like much, but to hundreds of weary, soot-covered firefighters, the 

food and facilities provided at Poway High School have been a 

welcome oasis.  

The campus has been a home base where firefighters and 

sheriff's deputies can sit at a table for a meal and relax a bit 

before returning to battling blazes or patrolling evacuated 

neighborhoods.  

Joy Clausen and Kitty Stallings are used to preparing meals for 

thousands of students at Poway and Westview high schools. 

This week they've been providing scrambled eggs, French 

toast, biscuits and gravy, and spaghetti to firefighters and 

others involved in the firestorms. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÅÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÏ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓȟȱ #ÌÁÕÓÅÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÙͻÒÅ 

thanking us profusely, but my goodness, they've saved our 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

Hundreds of firefighters have been able to sleep on mats in the 

wrestling gym, shower in locker rooms and eat at tables under the lunch shelter at the recently renovated 

campus. 

San Diego fire Capt. Lance Takata was among several dozen firefighters taking a breather at the lunch tables 

ÙÅÓÔÅÒÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȢ Ȱ)ÔͻÓ ÎÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁØȟ ÇÅÔ Á ÃÕÐ ÏÆ ÃÏÆÆÅÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

Takata and fellow firefighters said the campus facilities are a welcome change from using portable toilets 

and showers, and the mats on the gym floor provide a respite from sleeping on the ground next to homes 

they've worked to save. 

#ÁÒÙ $ÒÅÓÓÌÅÒȟ Á ÓÈÅÒÉÆÆͻÓ ÎÁÒÃÏÔÉÃÓ ÄÅÔÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ 0Ï×ÁÙ (ÉÇÈ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 

Á×ÅÓÏÍÅȟȱ $ÒÅÓÓÌÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ)ÔͻÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÓÉÔ ÄÏ×Î ÁÎÄ ÅÁÔȢȱ 

Dressler was assigned to 4S Ranch, west of Rancho Bernardo, to make sure people returning to evacuated 

neighborhoods really belong there. 

Clausen and Stallings said they are happy to keep the kitchen staffed so food is available 24 hours a day. 

Stallings said she was grateful to see so many out-of-town fire units helping. 

Ȱ)ͻÍ ÁÍÁÚÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÆÉÒÅÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ !ÌÁÍÅÄÁȟ 3ÁÎÔÁ 2ÏÓÁȟ (ÁÙ×ÁÒÄȟ 6ÅÎÔÕÒÁȟ #ÏÎÃÏÒÄ ȢȢȢ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒȟȱ 3ÔÁÌÌÉÎÇÓ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

 

SCOTT LINNETT / Union-Tribune 

A sign directed firefighters to the grub at 

Poway High School. Schools are closed for 

the week, but workers are feeding 

firefighters. 



Teacher Jebette Caterina dropped off a couple of pies yesterday after hearing that Poway High was a meal 

ÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÆÉÒÅÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓȢ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȠ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÈÅÒÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ #ÁÔÅÒÉÎÁȟ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ #ÁÒÍÅÌ 

Mountain Ranch and teaches in Poway at Abraxas High School. 



October 25, 2007  

 

Poway Unified sc hools unharmed; cleanup efforts begin  

By Kathy Fairbanks 

Schools in Poway Unified were left unscathed during the fires that raged through the area this week.  

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÇÏÏÄ ÏÒÄÅÒȟȱ 053$ 3ÕÐÅÒÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÎÔ $ÏÎ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐÓ ÓÁÉd Tuesday 
evening.  

(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÃÌÅÁÎÕÐ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ στ ÃÁÍÐÕÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÉÒ 
quality will have to be at an acceptable level before classes can resume, according to Phillips.  

As of Tuesday, he was uncertain when cleanup would begin. The fires must be contained and the ash must 
stop falling before work on campuses will begin, he said, adding that parents will be notified by phone when 
classes will resume.  

Once cleanup begins, maintenance personnel and custodial crews will follow guidelines when ridding the 
ÃÁÍÐÕÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÓÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȭ ÈÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÏÌÉÎÇ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÏ ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇȟ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐÓ ÓÁÉÄȢ 4ÈÅ 
process will take a couple days of work at each site.  

While no schools were damaged during the fire, there was a point on Tuesday when district officials worried 
the fire along eastern Espola Road in Poway would jump the road and destroy Poway High School.  

That school, while first set up as an evacuation center on Sunday, morphed into a place where firefighters 
could get a hot meal, grab a catnap or shower, Phillips said.  

)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÓ ÏÎ 4×ÉÎ 0ÅÁËÓ 2ÏÁÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ 
command center during the fire, according to Board Trustee Linda Vanderveen.  

PUSD officials set up their command center at Poway City Hall in the Council Chambers.  

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÕÐ-to-ÄÁÔÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȟȱ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÍÅÎÔȢ  

Meanwhile, district transportation employees were on hand relocating patients out of Pomerado Hospital in 
PUSD buses and food service workers cooked meals for firefighters at PHS and evacuees at the Poway 
Community Center.  

Ȱ)ȟ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÁÍ ÖÅÒÙ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅÄ ÈÏ× ÏÕÒ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓ ÊÕÍÐÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
done. They plaÙÅÄ Á ÐÉÖÏÔÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÐÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇȟȱ 6ÁÎÄÅÒÖÅÅÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ  

Phillips said that once school resumes, counselors will be on hand to offer assistance to students who may be 
dealing with losses from the fire. In addition, district employees who lost their homes will be given 10 days 
of paid leave.  

Ȱ7ÅȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÏÃÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÈÉÆÔ ÔÏ ÈÏ× ×Å ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ  



Vanderveen noted that parents might be receiving multiple calls from the district in an effort to reach as 

many people as possible. Those calls are also being sent out in Spanish to parents who noted that preference 

at the beginning of the school year. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRES PROV E A SPEEDY KILLER  
By SCOTT GLOVER, JACK LEONARD and MATT LAIT ~ Los Angeles Times 

%3#/.$)$/ȟ #ÁÌÉÆȢ ȿ 4ÈÅ ÈÏ×ÌÉÎÇ 3ÁÎÔÁ !ÎÁ ×ÉÎÄÓ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÖÅÄ 2ÏÇÅÒ "ÉÅÌÁÓÚȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÅÖÅÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ 

threatened to end it. 

5ÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÌÅÅÐ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÄȭÓ ÒÁÃËÅÔȟ "ÉÅÌÁÓÚ ÇÏÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÂÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ρ ÁȢÍȢ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÉs 

window just in time to see flames shooting up to his hilltop home. Within minutes the fire surrounded his 

house and four others. 

With no time to escape, Bielasz and his wife, Dena Bielasz, did the only thing they could think of to survive: 

They jumped inÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ó×ÉÍÍÉÎÇ ÐÏÏÌȟ ÓÁÉÄ 2ÏÇÅÒ "ÉÅÌÁÓÚȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟ +ÉÍÂÅÒÌÙ -ÉÌÅÙȢ 

7ÒÁÐÐÉÎÇ ×ÅÔ ÔÏ×ÅÌÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÁÄÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȭÓ ÈÅÁÔȟ ÔÈÉÃË ÓÍÏËÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÄ-hot 

embers, the Bielaszes sat on an underwater ledge in the pool for more than three hours, shivering in the cold 

water as their home, just feet away, burned to the ground. 

The Bielaszes were recovering Friday at a hotel. 

Their next-door neighbors did not make it out of their house in time. Authorities confirmed Wednesday that 

the remains of Ô×Ï ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÉÅÌÁÓÚÅÓȭ Ä×ÅÌÌÉÎÇȢ ! ÃÏÒÏÎÅÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ 

identified the victims as John Christopher Bain, 58, and Victoria Fox, 55, a married couple. 

3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ ÄÅÐÕÔÉÅÓ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÐÌÅȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅË ÏÎ Á ÍÉÓsing-persons report but did not find 

them. In a second visit by a search-and-rescue team Wednesday, the remains were discovered. 

*ÅÒÒÙ .ÉÃÈÏÌÁÓȟ "ÁÉÎȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÁÌËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÈÉÇÈ-school buddy on the phone as the 

fire approached. 

Ȱ(Å ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅȟȱ .ÉÃÈÏÌÁÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÅȢ 

He said that Bain, a physically fit 6-foot, 3-inch outdoorsman, must have been surprised by the speed of the 

flames. 

Jennifer Walters, superintendent of Escondido Unified 3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȟ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ &ÏØ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ×ÈÏ 

ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÁÃÈ Á ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÉÆ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

2ÉÎÃÏÎ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ *ÏÎ #ÅÎÔÏÆÒÁÎÃÈÉ ÓÁÉÄ &ÏØ Ȱ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ×ÁÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÉÎÇȟ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÌÉËÅ ÔÏ Á 

lot of studeÎÔÓȢȱ 



The fire demolished all five homes on the half-mile stretch of Highland Valley Road, which overlooks avocado 

and citrus groves and has views of the Wild Animal Park and the rugged peaks and valleys that surround it. 

Like some others who live in homes ringing the San Pasqual Valley, the residents along Highland Valley Road 

ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÎÏ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÔ ÎÏ ȰÒÅÖÅÒÓÅ ωρρȱ ÔÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅ ÃÁÌÌÓȢ 

!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅ ÁÌÅÒÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÉÄÅÌÙ ÐÒÁÉÓÅÄȟ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ $epartment officials 

have acknowledged that some residences were overlooked. 

 
People begin returning to their home communities  

3!. $)%'/ ȿ 4ÈÏÕÓÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÅÖÁÃÕÅÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÈÉÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÅÅËȭÓ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ×ÉÌÄÆÉÒÅÓ 

returned Friday to neighborhoods stripped bare.  

Other communities remained emptied because of blazes that remained threatening and unpredictable. 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÓȡ 

Ɇ3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏȟ Á ÆÉÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ρȟπππ ÈÏÍÅÓ ×ÁÓ ÃÈÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ *ÕÌÉÁÎȢ 4ÈÅ 

town of 3,000, nestled in the rolling hills of an apple-growing region, was under mandatory evacuation. 

Ɇ%ÁÓÔ ÏÆ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏȟ ÆÉÒÅÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÆÌÁÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÁËÅ -ÏÒÅÎÁȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ 

hundreds of homes. 

Ɇ3ÈÅÌÔÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÌÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÏÆ Íore than 10,000 displaced residents who sought refuge at 

1ÕÁÌÃÏÍÍ 3ÔÁÄÉÕÍ ÉÎ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÂÙ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÅÎÄȢ 

Ɇ4ÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÔÏÌÌȡ 4ÈÅ ×ÉÌÄÆÉÒÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÂÌÁÍÅÄ ÆÏÒ ËÉÌÌÉÎÇ Á υς-year-old man in Tecate along the Mexican 

border and a couple in Escondido. Border Patrol agents also found four charred bodies in what was thought 

to be a migrant camp east of San Diego. Medical examiners were trying to determine their identities and 

whether they had died in a fire that destroyed almost 100 homes. Seven people died of other causes 

connected to the evacuations. 

Ɇ4ÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÔÏÌÌȡ /Æ ÔÈÅ ρȟψππ ÈÏÍÅÓ ÌÏÓÔ ÓÏ ÆÁÒȟ ψπ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÆÉÒÅÓ 

remained far from being fully contained. The property damage there alone surpassed $1 billion. 
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Firefighters see outpouring of gratitude  
SIGNS ,  NOTES AND APPLAUSE E XPRESS RESIDENTS '  THANKS  

 

By Janine Zúñiga ~ UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER  

After battling raging wildfires from the border to North County, worn and weary firefighters are being 

thanked by county residents in big ways and small.  

Makeshift but heartfelt hand-lettered signs are popping up on 

fences, walls and churches, blessing and praising those who 

placed their lives on the line to save people and property.  

ñGOD BLESS OUR FIREFIGHTERS!ò said a sign on the second-floor 

railing of The Church at Rancho Bernardo. The sign, with letters 

fashioned from black duct tape, faces northbound Interstate 15 

commuters at Rancho Bernardo Road. 

ñWe were talking about how amazing the firefighters are,ò said 

Stephanie Kornman, a church director. ñWe saw a little old lady this 

morning walking to the fire station with a plate of cookies. We just 

wanted to show everybody, obviously, how much we appreciate their 

nonstop work.ò 

Less visible but no less meaningful are the spontaneous outbursts of 

applause as emergency workers, particularly firefighters, pass by.  

On Wednesday, about 30 people gathered at Steele Canyon and 

Campo roads in Jamacha to watch a ridge burn.  They speculated about the fire and introduced themselves to neighbors, 

hushing only to quietl y clap when a firetruck drove by. Sometimes, an exhausted firefighter waved feebly. Others ï from 

Reno, Foster City, Redwood City, Belmont-San Carlos ï honked a horn or rang a bell.  

Vickie Federoff of Rancho Bernardo recalled a scene at the Elephant Bar Restaurant in Rancho Bernardo on Thursday. 

She and her husband, Alexander Federoff, a priest at St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church in Poway, decided to grab 

some dinner. While there, they saw two firetrucks pull up. When the firefighters entered the restau rant, everyone stood 

and applauded.  ñThen after we left, a friend said she went to the same restaurant and everyone there passed the hat 

and paid for the dinners of about 30 other firefighters,ò Federoff said. ñPeople have been wonderful.ò 

Someone decided a fence along Bear Valley Parkway at San Pasqual Road in Escondido would be the perfect place to 

create a sign. The fence lines Kit Carson Park, now a base camp, command center and rest area for firefighters. White 

foam cups formed a heart in a chain-link fence in front of the words THANK U FIREFIGHTERS!! 

Ramona Chamber of Commerce officials reported signs along the west end of Highway 67 that read ñThank You CDF.ò 

Signs sprouted up yesterday along Espola Road in Poway, parts of which had been evacuated. 

On Bonita Road in the South Bay, a sign near the Bonita-Sunnyside fire station said: ñFire Fighters YOU ROCK.ò Fire Chief 

Scott Walker said residents have been dropping off cupcakes, hams and handwritten notes.  One little girl's penciled note 

read: ñDear Fireman, Thank you for putting out the firestorm. We are okay! Love, Myra.ò 

 

EDUARDO CONTRERAS / Union-Tribune 

A sign at Bonita Road and Acacia Avenue, 

across from the Bonita-Sunnyside Fire 

Station 2, expressed the feelings of the 

neighborhood. 



Other children got involved, too. Girl Scout Troop 3698 in San Carlos plans to bake cookies Sunday and deliver them to 

local fire stations. 

The 27,000 students at the Chula Vista Elementary School District's 44 campuses plan to write thank-you letters Monday, 

Superintendent Lowell Billings said. They will be distributed to police and fire departments.  

ñPeople have been very appreciative,ò Walker said, ñbut this is our job. We're proud to do it. It's called the fire service for 

that reason. We don't take that lightly.ò 
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California Fires Abate; Some San Diego Schools Reopen  
 

By Peter J. Brennan 

 

Oct. 27 (Bloomberg) -- Firefighters in Southern California made inroads against wildfires that forced the 

evacuations of as many as 1 million people, allowing some children to return to school as winds that fanned 

the flames abated.  

San Diego's Poway School District will resume classes on Oct. 29 for its 33,000 students after fires in the past 

week left about 300 children and 10 teachers without their homes.  

The National Weather Service forecast light winds and showers covering the fire-ravaged area with a trace of 

rain, creating more favorable conditions for fighting fires. The winds will gust to 20 miles per hour (32 

kilometers) tomorrow as the skies remain cloudy. The Santa Ana winds began easing on Oct. 25 after 

sometimes reaching hurricane force, spreading flames and preventing aircraft from dumping water or fire 

retardants.  ̀ `Since the Santa Ana winds stopped blowing and we started to see that offshore flow come in, 

firefighters have been able to aggressively attack,'' CalFire Chief Dave Hillman said yesterday.  

Residents in many areas returned home from evacuation centers. San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders told the 

National Football League that Qualcomm Stadium, where as many as 10,000 people took refuge during the 

week, will be available for the Chargers game against the Houston Texans tomorrow, the team said on its 

Web site.  

Presidential Praise  

President George W. Bush, whose administration was criticized after its slow response to Hurricane Katrina 

victims in New Orleans in 2006, said today he was ``impressed'' by the performance of first responders to the 

wildfires in California, and vowed continued help.  

``State and local authorities in California were well prepared for this crisis, and they responded quickly and 

effectively,'' Bush said in his weekly radio address.  

Wildfir es caused seven deaths, including four bodies of probable illegal immigrants were found on a 

smuggling trail a mile north of the Mexican border, said San Diego County Sheriff Sergeant Mike Radovich. 

About 64 people have been injured.  



California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said Southern California's economy ``suffered a major body 

blow.''  

Disaster's Costs  

The disaster may cost as much as $2.5 billion, including $650 million for structures and the rest for cars, 

furniture and other household goods, Merrill Lynch & Co. economist David Rosenberg said in an Oct. 25 

report. This could be the second most-expensive fire in recent U.S. history, after a 1991 northern California 

blaze that cost $2.6 billion, he said.  

The fires, nine of which have continued to spread while 14 are fully encircled, destroyed more than 1,760 

homes and 338 commercial buildings and scorched more than 500,000 acres since erupting Oct. 21. About 

20,900 homes are still threatened.  

The largest fire, called Witch, may not be surrounded until tomorrow and may be fully extinguished by Nov. 

5, Radovich said. The northern San Diego County fire has burned 197,990 acres and destroyed 1,061 homes.  

The next-largest, the Harris fire, which is also in San Diego County, may be contained by Oct. 31 and under 

full control by Nov. 4, he said. It is 50 percent contained and has charred 111 homes and 85,000 acres.  

Officials blamed arson for the Santiago fire that destroyed 14 homes, blackened 27,000 acres and injured five 

firefighters in northeastern Orange County.  

A $250,000 reward is offered for information leading to an arrest. A search is under way for a 1998-2004 

white Ford F-150 pickup truck with a standard cab and chrome tubular running boards that was seen on 

Santiago Canyon Road at 6 p.m. Oct. 21.  
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Cruddy waters: Schools return to find swimming pools 

covered in ash  

 
By: MATT NULL - Staff Writer  

With wildfires threatening lives and property throughout San Diego County, Kathy McCoy couldn't help but worry -- not 

about her house, which was safe from the flames in northern Escondido, but about the Poway High swimming pool.  

 

A pool supervisor for the Poway Unified School District for 25 years, McCoy said she started worrying about the pool on 

Sunday evening.  

"I knew what it was going t o mean with all the ash floating around," McCoy said. "I knew we wouldn't be able to do 

anything with it for a few days and I knew it wasn't going to be pretty when we got back in here."  

 

It wasn't.  

 

Poway boys water polo coach Dan Crane said the pool, located in the middle of the 59 -acre campus, was inundated with 

ash. About an inch had accumulated at the bottom of the pool, the deck surrounding the pool was covered, and many of 

the chairs and tables that dotted the pool area -- coated with ash themselves -- were strewn about.  

 

"Getting the ash out is just the beginning," Crane said. "Once we get all the ash out, then we have to get the chemicals 

balanced so the pool is safe for the kids."  

 

Said McCoy: "The ash puts a lot of demand on the filtration system.  So that is just a delicate balance that we just have to 

work out. But getting the pool clean is part of that end product."  

 

Crane, who is also the athletic director at Poway, said he became concerned about the pool on Tuesday. 

 

"We have five (physical education) classes that are scheduled every day for this pool," Crane said. "So it is important for 

the pool to be up and running so the classes can be doing what they should be doing so that things can get back to 

normal." 

 

The Titans have only one home game remaining, against Rancho Bernardo on Thursday. 

 

Rancho Bernardo's pool may have been the most affected, but the Broncos' home schedule for the season is complete. 

Both Rancho Bernardo and Poway could be in line to host CIF San Diego Section playoff games, though the postseason 

doesn't begin until Nov. 6.  

 

Broncos athletic director Peggy Brose believes her school's pool was used by helicopters airlifting water to battle the fire.  

The water level, she said, is down 4 to 5 feet.  

 

"The back fields of the school were used as a staging area for helicopters," Brose said. "So we are assuming maybe they 

had one of those helicopters come in somehow and use the pool water."  

 

The water depth does not allow pool supervisor Tim Oelgoetz to get vacuums in the pool, meani ng it can't be cleaned 

until it is refilled.  

 

In the past, the school has used fire hoses to fill the pool, but since none are available now, the Broncos must use 



garden hoses. As a result, Brose said, it will take about 48 hours to fill the pool.  

 

"We expect the pool to be out of service all of next week as well," said Brose, adding that Mt. Carmel and Westview have 

offered the use of their pools to the Broncos.  

 

McCoy and Crane estimate that they will spend at least 60 hours cleaning up the mess left behind by the Witch Creek 

fire, which has burned nearly 200,000 acres throughout North County.  

 

In Ramona, which the Witch Creek fire tore through on Sunday, Bulldogs water polo coach Donny Williams said the high 

school pool sustained major damage. 

 

"It was al l black in there," Williams said.  

 

Williams lives across the street from the school and decided not to heed mandatory evacuation orders, citing the heavy 

traffic congestion on Highway 67 out of town. The closest the fire came to his house, Williams said, w as two miles. 

 

"I was actually one of the lucky ones," he said.  

 

Williams' junior varsity goalie, Nick Ashton, wasn't so lucky. Williams said the teenager's home, which was located in the 

Highland Valley area of Ramona, was destroyed. 

 

Because Ramona residents weren't allowed to re -enter the city until late Wednesday night, Williams knew no one would 

be available to assess the damage until today. 

 

"I wouldn't think it would take that long to clean, but I haven't cleaned it before, so I don't know," Williams  said. "As long 

as I don't have to fill the water, it shouldn't be an issue as far as getting the thing ready."  

 

Williams isn't sure when the pool will be ready for use, but he said it's important to get the team back in the water.  

 

"They have been out of the water for a week, so now it's a matter of conditioning," Williams said. "Now it is about 

getting the pools back into play so we can play one or two games and then we go into CIF playoffs."  

 

In Escondido, San Pasqual athletic director Meredith Marcus said all city pools will be closed next week because the city 

doesn't have enough manpower to clean them. None of Escondido's three high schools has an on-campus pool. 

 

Orange Glen athletic director Kevin Brown said the three Escondido teams, which use Washington Park and Jim Stone 

pools, could move their games to Palomar College, though that pool is already used by four teams. 

 

Both Palomar teams are practicing for the Pacific Coast Conference championships, and both Mission Hills and San 

Marcos highs use the facility. Brown said he would start making calls on Monday to reschedule next week's games. 

 

Poway also must look ahead to future games, as the Titans are a likely playoff participant. But Crane hopes simply for a 

return to normalcy for a school and town  that were ravaged by the fires.  

 

"I don't know how prepared we are going to be on site," he said. "We would like to think everything will be up and 

running. But anything can happen between now and Sunday, and hopefully it is all good things."  

 

Contact staff writer Matt Null at mnull@nctimes.com. 

 

The 36-team San Diego Open, along with the 12-team San Diego Elite Invitational were also canceled this past week and 

Granite Hills coach Rhett Gaeir, who puts on the San Diego Open, said he understands why the games were canceled, 

but added that teams will suffer because of the lack of games.  

 



"In essence, there won't be teams that make the playoffs because this tournament didn't exist," said Gaeir. "It is going to 

be those last few teams, the 13, 14, 15, 16th -seeded teams that won't make it."  

 



October 30, 2007  

 

Schools reopen, helping students cope, reco ver  
County finds comfort in getting back to class  
 

By Chris Moran, Blanca Gonzalez, and Leonel Sanchez ~ UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS  

 

It looked like the first day of school at Westwood Elementary in 

Rancho Bernardo yesterday, only more somber.  

A big, colorful sign on the school fence greeted the returning families: 

Ȱ7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ "ÁÃË 7ÅÓÔ×ÏÏÄȢ 7Å ,ÏÖÅ 2" ɀ Thank You Fire Fighters, 

0ÏÌÉÃÅȟ !ÒÍÅÄ &ÏÒÃÅÓȢȱ 

Parents escorted nearly all the children to campus, which is the norm 

at Westwood. But masks to protect against foul air aren't. Nor is a 

student showing up without a backpack, without a lunch, without 

anything. 

An estimated 50 Westwood families lost all their possessions last 

week in a fire that wrought its most spectacular property destruction 

within walking distance of the school. 

The tight-knit school community had already banded together to 

supply 100 fully stocked backpacks for any student who needed one. 

After dropping off their children, dozens of parents accepted Principal 

Mike Mosgrove's invitation to coffee and doughnuts ɀ and counseling 

and other services if needed ɀ in the school's multipurpose room. 

Kim Santos, a mother of four whose home was not destroyed, said 

spending time with her neighbors is good therapy.   
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Summer Corey had her 

children Jared, 4, and 

Landon, 21 months, wear 

masks as she dropped off 

another one of her children  

 

yesterday at Westwood 

Elementary School in Rancho 

Bernardo.  

 

 

 



Ȱ) ÓÔÏÐȟ ) ÔÁÌËȟ ) ÃÒÙȢ Ȣ . Ȣ ) ÓÔÏÐȟ ) ÔÁÌËȟ ) ÃÒÙȟ ÔÈÁÔͻÓ ÍÙ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇȟȱ 3ÁÎÔÏÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÓ ÓÈÅ ÃÈÁÓÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÅÒ ÔÏÄÄÌÅÒȢ 

About 300 homes in Rancho Bernardo and the rest of the 

Poway Unified School District were lost in the fires, including 

20 belonging to teachers and staff members. But the schools 

were among the first to reopen after a week in which the 

county's public schools were shut down. 

Of the county's 42 public school districts, 23 held classes 

yesterday. Students in most other districts return today. By 

tomorrow, nearly all of the county's half-million students in 

kindergarten to 12th grade should be back in class. 

Megan Harshman, 16, a Rancho Bernardo High junior, said 

most students were glad to return to campus yesterday.  Ȱ)ÔͻÓ 

nice to be able to see everyone and hug each other . . . just to 

ÓÅÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟȱ -ÅÇÁÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ  

About 100 students and three staff members at the school lost 

their homes last week.   

One of them is sophomore Kari Afshari, 15. She said she didn't feel emotionally ready to return to school but 

did so because she wanted to see her close friends, including her boyfriend, junior Chris Kutner, 16, who also 

lost his home. 

Ȱ)ÔͻÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÕÒÒÅÁÌ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÁÃËȟȱ #ÈÒÉÓ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÒÅÁÔȢ 7Å ÓÐÅÎÔ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔ 

ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÉÓȢȱ 

So do the folks at Granite Hills High in El Cajon. Rachel Valenzuela, 24, a Granite Hills English teacher, said 

ÓÈÅ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ȰÈÅÌÐÌÅÓÓȱ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ 3ÁÎ 

Diego during the Cedar fire. 

She organized a fundraiser then and decided to do so again, calling on her school community to give to 

Rancho Bernardo High fire victims. 

Ȱɉ'ÒÁÎÉÔÅ (ÉÌÌÓ (ÉÇÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓɊ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÅÄÁÒ ÆÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÅÙ 

×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÄÅÖÁÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȟȱ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

More than 100 students who attended Granite Hills lost their homes in the 2003 Cedar fire.  The mood at the 

ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÁÓ ȰÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÃÈÉÌÌȱ ÙÅÓÔÅÒÄÁÙȟ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ 3ÔÁÃÙ 7ÉÌËÉÎÓ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ɉ×ÁÓɊ ÈÕÇÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÙÏÕͻÒÅ 

/+Ȣȱ 

Ȱ-ÏÓÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÁÃË ÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟȱ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÌÉËÅ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙͻÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

have to make up the work they missed and what's going to happen to homecoming, which was canceled last 

×ÅÅË ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅÓȢȱ 

In the Poway district, Westview High Principal Dawn Kastner got a call at her Rancho Bernardo home at 4 

a.m. last Monday that she needed to open her Rancho Peñasquitos campus to evacuees. 

 
PEGGY PEATTIE / Union-Tribune 

Principal Mike Mosgrove of Westwood 

Elementary in Rancho Bernardo talked to 

parents Jennifer Behling (left) and Megan 

Brockbank yesterday, the first day of classes 

at the school since last week's fires. 



She asked if she had time to shower and was told no.  Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÎÏ×ȟȱ +ÁÓÔÎÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ 

because officials needed to make the Reverse 911 calls and the shelter had to be open to accept evacuees. 

She grabbed some clothes and her makeup bag; her house was ashes and debris the next time she saw it. 

Ȱ0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅȟȱ +ÁÓÔÎÅÒ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÙÅÓÔÅÒÄÁÙȢ Ȱ3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ËÉÄÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÈÕÇ 

ÍÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȢȱ 

Local campus closings were more extensive than in 2003. 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell has already indicated that schools won't have to 

make up the days to collect state funding based on daily attendance, so the fires aren't likely to extend 

anyone's school year. 

Yesterday, the schools in session restricted physical activity because of air quality. 

Chula Vista fourth-graders chatting happily about being back in school showed off a new vocabulary word: 

evacuation. 

They were among the 27,000 students in the Chula Vista Elementary School District back in school 

yesterday. The students wrote thank-you notes to the city's police officers and firefighters. They called them 

heroes and thanked them for saving their homes. 

Virginia Loh, a teacher at Liberty Elementary School, has her third-graders write every day, and she was as 

persistent as ever in marking punctuation, spelling and grammar errors with her brown pen. 

But she could see the undercurrent of anxiety in the thank-ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔÅÓȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÒÏÔÅȟ Ȱ) ÃÁÎ ÓÔÉÌÌ 

ÓÍÅÌÌ ÓÍÏËÅȢ ) ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ÉÆ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÁÆÅ ÏÒ ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÅÄȢȱ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÒÏÔÅȟ Ȱ) ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÆÉÒÅ ÇÅÔÓ ÏÎ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐȟ ÄÒÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÌÌȢȱ 

Liberty sixth-grade teacher Dawn Navarro started the day by talking with her students before she moved on 

to textbooks. 

But the fire spread to the ensuing math lesson. When Navarro had her students open their books to the 

chapter on percentages, a girl started the lesson by mumbliÎÇȟ Ȱυ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÄȢȱ 
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Students back in class, return to routines, normalcy  
 

By Kathy Fairbanks 

 
Calling Monday a day to ñrebuild the social fabric of our community,ò Poway 

Unified School District Superintendent Don Phillips said the first day back to 

school following the devastation of the Witch Creek fire saw low absentee rates 

from both students and staff members.  

He said counselors and members of the districtôs Crisis Team were out in force 

at the schools most impacted ð Westwood and Chaparral elementaries, 

Bernardo Heights and Twin Peaks middle, and Rancho Bernardo and Poway 

high schools ð by the fire.  

ñMonday was about compassion and understanding,ò Phillips said Tuesday, 

adding that the low absentee rate is a sign that people have a desire for things 

to get back to normal.  

Following a week that saw the district mobilize its transportation and food service departments for emergency services, it wa s 

back to business for PUSD and its 33,000 students.  Part of that business was helping students, parents and even staff 

members cope with losses from the wildfires.  

According to Executive Director of Student Support Services, Elaine Cofrancesco, the district worked with counselors over the 

weekend to help them gather ideas for teachers to use to help their students cope with losses, fears and other feelings.  

ñUsually, a crisis occurs at one school, this was a first for us to have every school affected,ò she said, adding that the Crisis 

Team is comprised of psychologists, counselors and nurses.  PUSD counselor Sheri Arnold said: ñWe all heard wonderful stories 

(from the schools on Monday) that communities are supporting (victimsô) basic needs. That was very strong at Westwood 

(Elementary).ò  

Phillips said in addition to counselors being on hand at the schools, parents shared stories and sometimes tears, especially at 

Westwood, where 40 to 50 students lost homes in the fire.  In all, there are just under 300 students and 20 staff m embers 

throughout PUSD who lost their homes, Phillips said.  

To help those students, and all the students who faced the fear of losing their homes, teachers on Monday encouraged students  

to share their feelings either through drawings, writing, discussions  or art projects, Arnold said.  ñSometimes in children, it could 

be a couple weeks or months before they have reactions. Thatôs not unexpected or abnormal,ò she added.  

Westwood Principal Mike Mosgrove said getting back to school is important for children to ñre-establish some normalcy in a 

place that is central to the community.ò  Counselors will be ready to help children in the months to come, he said. Meanwhile, 

the school and PTA organized a trick or treating event on Halloween for students.  

In additio n, Mosgrove is coordinating relief with several community organizations, such as Scouts, the Westwood Community 

Center, the schoolôs foundation and PTA so as not to overlap efforts.  ñWeôre trying to reach out to folks and have things 

available when they need them,ò he said.  ñItôs been challenging, but weôre happy to have the doors open again and have 

teachers doing what they do best,ò Mosgrove said.  

At Chaparral, the Kids Korps has stepped in to organize a ñpicture drive.ò  Organizer Sue Sullivan said parents are encouraged to 

search through their pictures for photos of children who lost homes in the fire.  There will be envelopes in the school offic e with 

studentsô names where photos can be placed, she explained.  About 30 children from Chaparral lost homes in the fires.  ñWhat 

people are going to miss are the things they canôt replace,ò said Sullivan.  

 
PUSD worker Art Wolf tackles the clean - up 

at Westview High School on Saturday.  


