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o Dry conditions, air
quality expected to
worsen today
Harris fire roars
unchecked in East

Wildfires rage

County asks for 1,000 more firefighters

By Jeff McDonald, Janine Zuniga and Kristina DaviSTAFF WRITERS

A pair of wildfires roared through M}’ _ .
San Diego County yesterda killing « Wind-driven Witch
one person, injuring at least 17 fire burns 8,000 acres

others and destroying an untold
number of homes and businesses, overwhelmed fire officials said.

Mandatory evacuation orders were issued after 11 p.m. in the San Pasqual Valley, home of the San Diego
Wild Animal Park. Officials said they had teams standing by to evacuate some its hundreds of exotic animals
if necessary.

Two hours earlier, similar orders were given for the backcountry communities of Ramona and nearby San
Diego Country Estates as walls of flamegached up to 200 feet high.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergency in San Diego County and six other Southern
California counties late last night. He is expected to visit the area this morning.

Santa Ana winds blowing up to 60 mph comhbed with temperatures into the 90s to create in the worst
possible fire conditions.

Traffic snarled roads and highways as residents sought to
escape what is being called the Witch fire, which ignited at
Witch Creek west of Santa Ysabel. Most schools acrdiss fire
region were declared closed today.

Smoke and ash blanketed the region as residents as far away|
as Escondido, Lakeside and Poway were warned to be
prepared to evacuate.

The first fire ignited about 9:30 a.m. 45 miles east of San Diego. NELVIN CEPEDA / Unioifribune
It tore through steep canyons and parched hillsides between flames from the Harris fie engulfed a home
the communities of Potrero and Tecate, Mexico. south of state Route 94, just west of Hatfielc

. _ . Road yesterday.
The blaze, called the Harris fire because of its proximity to

Harris Ranch Road, killed one person and injured more than a dozen others, including four figéfters,
officials said. At least four homes were destroyed.

By nightfall, the fire had blackened more than 20,000 acres on both sides of the WM@xico border, and
hundreds of people had fled their homes.
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Local officials requested up to 1,000 additiondirefighters from around the state. Although reinforcements
were rushing south toward San Diego County last night, they were not expected to arrive until early this
morning.
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Fire Chief Tracy Jarman The fire has split into two heads; one headed for Poway and the other for San
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Power lines that were apparently knocked down by strong Santa Lake Smies
Ana winds are suspected of sparking the fire, which broke out Sutherland - & Santa Ysabel
northeast of Ramona about noon. - QWi_tch JuliaR g .

. Creek :
The Witch fire scorched more than 8,000 acres through the night ! Cleveland :
and was threatening thousands of homes to the south and west in Witch fire National
the direction of Poway and Escondido. ; Forest
L . . , . —
There was no end in sight for either blaze late last night, with Escondido Ramona J' .
. . . .0 ulian

barely 5 percent containment by one estimate for the Harris fire. @ @

@ SAN DIEGO
Thick smoke enveloped the East County and pushed all the way to San . COUNTY
the Pacific Ocean. Ash rained down over hundreds of square miles Diego =

El Cajon

The darkened midday skies and heavy smell of smoke harkentd Chula
the pair of fires that erupted four years ago this week, killing 17 *Vista |-/}
people and destroying more than 2,400 homes in San Diego Coun —
The Cedar fire, which destroyed homes from Crest in East County ﬁ_rnim Barrett Cleveland

Scripps Ranch in San Diego, was the worst blaze tate history. Lokezy National

Forest
Over the last several days, emergency officials had worried that
conditions were ripe for another series of catastrophic firestorms. ?ntrer;l
: Harris fire —m
High winds and temperatures reaching into the 90g eerily similar ; ___::;Ieea{r
to the days leading up to the Cedar and Paradise firgfanned the SOURCES: Cal Fire; San Diego
Harris and Witch blazes. County Sheriff s Depariment
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The fires are expected to burn at least through today and likely

into this week, fanned by Santa Ana winds that are expected to

persist over the next several days. Officials urged people to pay :

attention to news reports and to be prepared to leave their homes CHARLIE NEUMAN / UniofTribune

at a moment's notice. Sheriff's deputies and police urged resident
of Ramona to evacuate yesterday. Last nigl
a mandatory evacuation order was issued
for the area.




The winds vexed fire crews all afternoon, grounding the air tankers that have succeeded in beating back fires
quickly in remote parts of the county.

Five helicopters and five air takers were fighting the Harris fire, along with 45 engines and about 300
firefighters, California Department of Forestry spokeswoman Audrey Hagen said. At the same time, two air
tankers and 60 engines with 350 firefighters battled the Witch fire.

Firefighters were already stretched thin by other wildfires burning across Southern California, most notably
a Malibu blaze that destroyed a church and several expensive homes.

The county's Web site, set up to inform residents about the advance of the fires, agely not working,
apparently because of overwhelming demand.

No information was released about the person who died in the area of the The firefighters included three
men and one woman. Of those five victims, two were being treated in the burn centexgctwere in intensive
care and one was in the emergency room.



Hundreds of people evacuated to shelters set up at Steele Canyon
High School in Jamul, Poway High School and Escondido High Schc

By 10:40 p.m., the more than 100 people who had signed in at the
Poway center were told it was closing. They were directetd go to
Mira Mesa High School in San Diego.

Even though they were safe, many fire refugees were distraught.

Eyes red with tears, Tina Haus arrived at the Steele Canyon
emergency center worried about her husband and son. Authorities
had cut off traffic an the road through Barrett Junction just as she
tried to reach them and the fire was getting close.
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yesterday afternoon.

A fellow evacuee, Micele Pynenburg, stepped in with a reassuring
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Despair turned to anger, however, after two sheriff's deputies
arrived at the center and told evacuees, who peppered them with
guestions, that the fire was burning out of control and they knew
little more.

Information on the number of homes burned in the Harris fire was
difficult to come by. At least four houses were destroyed, according
to officials who were hampered by massive smoke and darkness.

Several houses were seen burning along Romo Road and state Rou
94. A cluger of homes along Hatfield Road near Dulzura was among
the hundreds of houses that were evacuated.

Monica Morales, her three children and her husband were busily
packing their belongings. The family has lived in the neighborhood
for seven years. The Ceddire missed them in 2003.
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Morales was upset about having to leave their two horses behind.
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As the Witch fire headed their way, Dan and Melanie Niedens of Sar

Diego Country Estates remembered staying up for three days to
protect their Del Amo Road home from the Cedarré in 2003.

CLOSURES TODAY DUE TO
FIRE

SCHOOL CLOSURES:

sPoway Unified School District
schools

sRamona Unified School District
schools

sJamutDulzura Union $hool
District

sDehesa School District

sCalvary Christan Academy in
Chula Vista

sBarona Indian Charter School

sSaint Pius X School in Chula
Vista

sSteele Canyon High School; all
other Grossmont Union district
schools remain open

=San Diego Unified School
District's Palomar Mountain
campus. No sixthgrade camp.
The district also canceled all field
trips and is limiting sports
activities.

ROAD CLOSURES:

sState Route 94 between Harris
Ranch Road and state Route 188.
State Routes 78 and 79 from
Julian to Ramona

sState Route 79 from Ramona to
Sutherland Dam Road

sState Route 67 limited to
southbound traffic

OTHER CLOSURES
=sSan Diego County courts

sTecate border crossing

“\J

¢

O



This time, the couple's children and pets were packed up and ready to go, but the family had not left by early
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the ridge behind her louse.

Several nearby residents headed to Mount Gower to get a better look at where the fire was headed. Tina
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The 14-year resident was evacuated during the Cedar firand said she is still haunted by memories of
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300,000 flee fires

BLAZES MARCH TOWARD C OAST; HUNDREDS OF HOMES DE STROYED IN COUNTY ; 'PROBABLY THE
WORST FIRE THIS COUN TY HAS EVER HAD,' COUNTY SHERIFF SAYS

By Jeff McDonal@nd Liz Neely~ UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS

Wildfires raced unchecked across San Diego County for the second straight day yesterday, forcing nearly
300,000 peoplez about 10 percent of the region's populatiory to flee their homes. The enormity of the
crisis forced county officialsto grapple with the unthinkable just four years after enduring the biggest
wildfire in California history.

Ailt's probably the worstiweilrle wohrisse ctohuannt yt hhea sC eedvaerr fhiarde, 0 s a
referring to the effects from t he Witch Creek fire, one of two major brushfires ravaging the county.

The blazes have killed one person and injured about three dozen others, according to hospital officials
countywide. At least 13 firefighters were injured, and three remained in criticatondition last night. High
winds and low humidity are expected to persist at least through today, meaning more damage is likely.

Al no |l onger own a suit,o said Jeff Mangum, an attorney froi
changeofclot hes before his home burned to the ground. Al have ab

Firefighters scrambled to control up to eight separate fires at one point yesterday, and disaster officials worried the two
largest blazes could burn all the way to the ocean. The coastal cities of Del Mar and Solana Beach both received
mandatory evacuation orders late yesterday.

The Witch Creek fire started near Ramona on Sunday, then jumped Interstate 15 yesterday morning and spurred
evacuations from Scripps Rand to Solana Beach. By 7:30 p.m., it had burned at least 500 houses and 100 commercial
properties as part of its 145,000 -acre spread.

Residential areas of Poway, Rancho Bernardo and Escondido all suffered significant damage. Multimilliordollar estates
were burning in Rancho Santa Fe through last night. Firefighters said none of the blaze was contained.

The Harris fire, the county's other major blaze, began Sunday morning near Potrero and was approaching Chula Vista last
night. It has killed one person and injured at least 18 others. The victim was identified as Thomas Varshock, 52, an
environmental engineer from Potrero who died defending his home Sunday. Varshock's 15-year-old son suffered burns

on more than half of his body and was being treated at UCSD Medical Center in Hillcrest.

About 25,000 acres had burned in the Harris fire and officials reported just 5 percent containment last night. Emergency
crews said the blaze, which has cost $1.3 million to fight, would not likely be contained before Hallowee n.

Wildfires also erupted in places such as Descanso, San Marcos and Fallbrook. Up to 100 homes were
destroyed in the Rice Canyon fire in Fallbrook. Another brush fire near San Marcos was contained yesterday
afternoon after blackening about 300 acres.

Schools were closed across the county because of thick smoke and ash, sending thousands of children home early. Most
districts will remain closed at least until tomorrow.



Private businesses and some public agencies also told employees to stay home. The San go Chargers, which are
supposed to host the Houston Texans on Sunday, announced they would train in Arizona. No decision had been made
about where the game will be played.

Most fire officials said the situation would worsen before it improves. fi Wi t hwind blosving the way it is, it's very
di fficult for the firefighters to get out ahead of this thi:i

Promises of help poured in from Sacramento and Washington, D.C.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger pledged to provide whateve assistance the county can use and said the same was
promised by President Bush during a brief telephone conversation. During a hews conference yesterday afternoon,
Schwarzenegger announced that 800 National Guard troops stationed at the U.S-Mexico border would be redeployed to
help provide fire relief. Three hours later, San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders said 1,200 Guardsmen were being reassigned
to fire duty.

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps provided helicopters and other aircraft to help combat the fires; the Coast Guard
supplied a rescue helicopter to transport victims.

Santa Ana winds continued to gust past 60 miles an hour in some places, but firefighters were able to launch air tankers

to stem some of the flames. Despite the air assaults, damage from th e brush fires continued to pileup. AWe ' r e bur nin
in a fuel bed that hasn't burned i n 25 \(weuationcentesssprudgusdllat e f i
over the county as fire victims sought refuge from the runaway flames.

Residentsin at least two dozen communities from Chula Vista to Fallbrook were ordered to vacate their homes by late
yesterday. Many left with pets in tow; the 2,400 stalls on the backstretch of the Del Mar Racetrack were filled with
displaced horses by 9:30 yesterday morning.

Kolender, the sheriff, pleaded with residents to take the evacuation orders seriously. When homeowners refuse to leave,
he said, it can divert resources from fighting the fires to rescuing people. " We don't want to come get
sa d. iwe want them to go. o0

In Crest, which was threatened by the Witch Creek fire, Joe and Janet Hart were packing their belongings into a trailer
yesterday afternoon. It was the same trailer they lived in after losing their home in the 2003 Cedar fire.

ilttook us three years to get i n hstorereplacement hdmeliheyemodéledaftera 59, ou
picture he and his wife saw in a magazine. Down the street, Ruth Maas was piling her third batch of valuables into a
van. She too lost her home in the Cedarfire. il can't believe it's happening again, o

Chula Vista city officials also were recommending that people prepare to leave; residents in Rolling Hills Ranch and the
Bella Lago subdivision were handed mandatory orders to leave last night.

The largest evacuation center was opened yesterday at Qualcomm Stadium, where relief workers handed out emergency
supplies to thousands of people who registered as fire evacuees. Donors streamed into the massive parking lot with food,
clothes and other donations.

There was significant confusion in other areas yesterday as residents struggled to figure out where to go. For example,
hundreds of people from a convalescent home in Rancho Bernardo were transported to the Del Mar Fairgrounds, where
they lacked mattresses, blankets, food and water yesterday afternoon.

Officials at Pomerado Hospital in Poway, taking no chances as the Witch Creek fire moved closer to their facility, moved
all 75 of their patients to other sites by late morning yesterday.



The fires were wreaking havoc beyond the burn areas. Tens of thousands of homes and businesses lost power, said San
Diego Gas & Electric officials. Disasterrelief managers urged people throughout the day to stay off cell phones so fire
crews could communicate more easily. Web sites aimed at keeping people informed crashed repeatedly due to
overwhelming demand.

Some improvements were apparent in the emergency response to the latest wildfires, compared with the San Diego
County fires four years ago. Communication among various fire agencies has improved since the Cedar and Paradise
fires, officials said. Also, almost 200,000 households were warned to evacuate by the so-called reverse 911 system. Lack
of notice to residents was a significant factor in the death and destruction of the 2003 wildfires.

Even though fire crews were rolling into San Diego County from across California and the West, local officials still need
more help. By the second full day of the Cedar and Paradise fires, 12 people had lost their lives, 800 homes had been
destroyed and 284,000 acres had been burned.

At the same point, more than 3,200 firefighters had arrived in San Diego County to fight the wildfires. There were about
1,900 firefighters battling the Harris and Witch fires yesterday.
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Help from above

THE TOLL 500,000 EVACUATEP 300,000 ACRES CHARREDL, 300 BUILDINGS DESTROYED
THE FRONT LINES AIR FLEET GROW,SGROUND REINFORCEMEBRARRIVE WEATHER EASES

By Jeff McDonalénd Anne Krueger~- UNIONTRIBUNE STAFWRITERS

Reinforcements swooped into San Diego County by air and

ground yesterday, infusing new energy into battles against a
deadly firestorm that has compelled the largest evacuation in §
state history.

More-favorable winds permitted giant air tankers to enter the fray for
the first time. They joined a fleet of helicopters in fighting four major
wildfires that continued to burn out of control.

Additional crews from several states joined the effort in San Diego
County. By sunset, more than 3,200 firefighters were in action.

K.C. ALFRED / UniofTribune

Ron Lane, operations director for the county Office of Emergency

Services, welcomed the fresh resources after days of strained staffing. Al_amedg County firefighters WatCh_ed asan
AThe worst is behind us.o he sai diegoFireRescue Department helicopter

battle flames yesterday near Via Conejo
But no one was declaring victory. between Lake Hodges and Escondido.

Photo galleries

At least a halfmillion people have been forced from their
homes. That's roughly one in every six county residents
scattered in shelters, hotels and spare rooms of friends and relatives.

Nearly 1,300 houses and other structures have been razed as flames have charred about 300,000 acres since Sunday.
The property tally is expected to climb.

Officials reported four fire -related deaths in addition to the man killed Sunday while defending his home in Potrero.
Three people in their 90s died after being evacuated. A 62-year-old woman was killed after falling at a restaurant
Monday. She had just fled her home in Rancho Bernardo.

Countywide, hospitals have treated almost 100 people for burns, cuts, smoke inhalation and other health proble ms linked
to the fires. That includes 27 firefighters, three of whom remain in critical condition at the UCSD Medical Center's burn
unit.

Many more people sought medical help at shelters. About a dozen clinics have closed countywide, along with an untold
number of doctors' offices.

Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff, who met with evacuees at Qualcomm Stadium yesterday, said the crisis
resembled the magnitude of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. But he said federal officials anticipated the wildfires bett er than
theydidthestoom. iThere' s no question that there were a coupl e
here, 0 Chertoff said.
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http://signonsandiego.lamphost.net/wildfires

President Bush designated San Diego County and six other counties in Southern California as federal disasteareas early
yesterday, making them eligible for emergency funding. He is scheduled to tour San Diego County tomorrow.

While firefighters gained an upper hand on a few fronts yesterday, new blazes erupted in other areas of the county. The
nightmarish wildfires of 2003 were relived by residents in portions of Julian and Harbison Canyon, who have been urged
to evacuate.

Valley Center, Del Dios and Palomar Mountain were the latest communities to become engulfed in flames. By midday,
eight brush fires raged in t he region as the tally of broken lives and homes mushroomed.

One of the most serious new threats was dubbed the Poomacha fire, which erupted on the southern slope of Palomar
Mountain yesterday morning. About 20,000 acres had burned as of last night. For years, disaster officials have worried
that the mountain was particularly vulnerable to wildfires because it is pocked with thousands of dead and dying trees.

More than 50 homes and trailers and a landmark Catholic church burned on the Rincon Indian Reservation near Valley
Center as the Poomacha fire expanded. i You coul d have had every wunit in the

anything, o0 said Bo Mazzetti, a Rincon tribal council man.

Rong Yao Ma, 3, a cook at Harrah's Rincon Casino, jumped from the window of his second-floor apartment after seeing
flames and smoke at 5:30 a.m. He landed on concrete and tried to get up, but he had broken his hip. He crawled across
a mile of dirt until he reached th e highway, smoke and hot wind blasting hisface. iFor a moment , I di

wh o
ATl

dn' t

anything, o he said from his bed at Pal omar Medi cal Center i1

About 20 people sought refuge from the Poomacha ®stgpainat
the whole mountain, o spokesman Scott Kardel said.

In the greater Fallbrook area, the Rice Canyon fire ballooned to 7,500 acres. It was 10 percent contained last night but
had destroyed more than 200 houses and charred about 20,000 avocado trees. The Rice Canyon firefighters caught
somewhat of a break thanks to lighter winds. But weather forecasters predicted that Santa Ana gusts wouldn't die out
until tomorrow.

AiNormally after two to three days t he ommandesforthe WistkCregk s a i
blaze. Not this time, he added.

Again yesterday, fire officials were most concerned with Witch Creek, which jumped the San Dieguito River and raced
into Fairbanks Ranch after decimating about three dozen estates in Rancho SantaFe.

t he
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Al came up and there was a wall of smoke, 0 said Val Popescu,
his Zumaque Street home. fAEverything around my house burned.

Other fortunate residents included those in Scripps Ranch, who were allowed to return to their homes.

Residents of the Del Dios enclave near Lake Hodges were not so fortunate. Up to 100 fire trucks arrived within minutes
to defend the community after one finger of the Witch Creek fire began pointing to the south. Nevertheless, flames
consumed dozens of homes.

By last night, the Witch Creek fire had burned nearly 197,000 acres and destroyed at least 480 homes, businesses and
outbuildings. It was listed as 1 percent contained.

Thousands of homes in East County still are threatened by the Harris fire, which started Sunday morning near Potrero
before cutting a swath just east of heavily populated Chula Vista.



A man was killed in the first hours of the Harris blaze before it spread quickly to the west. Thousands of people in
suburban neighborhoods in eastern Chula Vista were ordered out yesterday, but favorable weather conditions allowed
firefighters to make measured progress.

Evacuation orders were lifted for Sunnyside and San Miguel Ranch, but remained in effect for much of Jamul, the state
Route 67 corridor north of Lakeside and Rancho San Diego.

Despite the evacuation order, Wilfredo Radoc was hosing down his white stucco home in San Miguel Ranch yesterday
morning. Al want to protect my house, 0 sgak.Baildy Bateotion Cemterin®ani or cook

Di ego. Al worked too hard for this. I " m prepared to die in 1

Tony DeSantiago of Spring Valley was among hundreds of people who stood along Jamacha Boulevard to watch the

flames creep north from Mount San Miguel. Al can't hel p but feel that the majorit.y
sai d. il understand property values are higher there, but p
have. o0

Calmer winds and water drops by military helicopters helped push the Harris fire away from the northeastern corner of
Sweetwater Reservoir, sparing the Rancho San Diego and Spring Valley communities.i They t ook t he heart
one, 0 Augie Ghi o, chief of ttheéelicBpers. Mi g u e | Fire District, s ai

As smoke and flames rose from nearby mountains, nearly 600 people at Steele Canyon High School followed the advice
of firefighters and made the campus a fishelter in place. o TI
has a wide safety perimeter.

Most schools and universities across the county will remain closed for the rest of this week. Some government services
also are being rescheduled or put off due to the fires.

Officials at every level of government continued to pledge unprecedented help for San Diego County and other fire-
ravaged areas of California.

Schwarzenegger toured the evacuation center at Qualcomm Stadium for the second day in a row. He announced a
hangar full of additional firefighting equipment was on the way : two air tankers, two DC -7 airplanes and 10 helicopters,
among them.

The White House produced a list of people and supplies destined for Southern California, including 1,200 federal
firefighters; more than 100 engines; two dozen aircraft, including six gi ant C-130 transport planes; and 1,600 National
Guard personnel.

Meanwhile, the Air Force plans to deploy high-altitude drones as soon as today to more accurately map the runaway
fires. Equipped with specialized radars and other sensors, the jet will fly at 60,000 feet continuously for at least 24 hours
and transmit data to a ground crew. The crew will relay images to an Internet site used by fire officials.

The resolution of the images is good enough d os dlipd ckd owWal kay |l
Northrop Grumman executive who works on the company's San Diego-based Global Hawk program.

All the crises strained the region's power grid, prompting utility officials to plead with residents to turn off air conditio ners
and minimize electricity use. In previous days, health officials had encouraged people to run on their AC units to lessen
indoor respiratory strain.

Damage from the fires and the shutdown of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station forced San Diego Gas & Electric
to rely almost entirely on local generators to keep the lights on and refrigerators humming. More than 33,000 homes
and businesses remained without power last night.



An aerial view showed that only three homes appear to have escaped serious fire damage
yesterday in this neighborhood in Rancho Bernardo.
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Major local fires

WITCH CREEK FIRE

As of 10 p.m. yesterday

Area: Communities including Del Dios, Lakeside, Poway, Ramona, Rancho Bernardo, Rancho Santa Fe, Rincon, San
Marcos, Valley Center and Wildcat Canyon. Julian and Pine Hills threatened.

First reported:  12:37 p.m. Sunday

Acres burned : 196,420

Containment : 1 percent

Structures lost: At least 480 structures destroyed and 65 damaged

Resources : 1,492 firefighters

Deaths : Two people died after being evacuated from their Rancho Bernardo homes; Suzanne Elizabeth Casey, 62, died
from a fall at a restaurant on Monday and June E. Brewer, 95, died of natural causes in her room at an Old Town hotel

yesterday.

Injuries : 12 firefighters

HARRIS FIRE

As of 10 p.m. yesterday

Area: East County communities of Dulzura, Indian Springs, Jamul, Potrero, Tecate and parts of Deerhorn Valley

First reported:  9:23 a.m. Sunday

Acres burned: 72,000

Containment: 10 percent

Structures lost: 200 to 500 homes destroyed or damaged

Resources: 1,210 firefighters, 65 engines

Deaths : Thomas James Varshock, 52, of Potrero died on his property during the Harris fire on Sunday; Donald Swarting,
92, died of natural causes at the Mount Miguel Covenant Village Nursing Home in Spring Valley yesterday after becoming

unresponsive during the evacuation.

Injuries : 21 civilians, five firefighters



RICE CANYON FIRE

As of 10 p.m. yesterday

Area: Fallbrook and western Rainbow

First reported : 4:16 a.m. Monday

Acres burned: 7,500

Containment: 10 percent

Structures lost: 206 homes; two commercial properties, 40 outbuildings, 91 vehicles, 20,000 avocado trees
Resources: 170 firefighters, 55 engines

Deaths: Alla M. Robinson, 91, was an in-patient at Fallbrook Hospital who died while being evacuated to Tri-City Medical
Center on Monday.

Injuries: 1 firefighter, minor injury

POOMACHA FIRE

As of 10 p.m. yesterday

Area: Highland Valley, La Jolla Indian Reservation, Mt. Woodson and Valley Center
First reported:  4:10 a.m. yesterday

Acres burne d: 20,000

Containment : O percent

Structures lost: 50 homes destroyed

Resources : 218 firefighters

Deaths : zero

Injuries : 10 firefighters
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5. MYLOCALNEWS
Witch Creek blaze hits RB hardest
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By Jose A Lopez

For more than two days, Rancho Bernardo residents saw their | /4
community under siege on television, its destruction at the hands o
the Witch Creek fire forming the dramatic backdrop for rounethe-
clock newscasts that reached across the country.

was limited during those harrowing hours, in which evacuees
depended on fragmented and sometimes contradicting information
to determine whether their homes had burned or were left intact.
Even while a large swath of San Diego County remained threatene
or in flames, it became evident Rancho Bernardo would be one of @long Lancashire Way were
the communities most heavily hit by the fire storms. destroyed. A few other homes

on the street survived. Photo
As of press time Wednesday night, a preliminary count suggests py Steve Spangler
295 homes? not including a condominium complex? were lost to
the Witch Creek fire inRancho Bernardo.
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More than two -dozen homes

Most impacted was the Westwood community, where entire culde-sac were turned into crumbled piles of
smoldering debris. The fastmoving fire razed more than 134 homes in that community, which remained off
limits to residents as of presdime.

Wednesday, Oct. 24, officials announced that residents of the least affected areas of Rancho Berrardo
including sections of Oaks North, High Country West, Gatewood, Greens North, Eastview and the Knolls
would be let back into their homes.

Slowly ? in some cases with frustration? residents began to trickle into their neighborhoods, anxious to
OAA xEAO AAi AcCA OEA ZEEOA EAA xOI OCEOh AT A O1 AI1T E£EO
on Web sites or television reports.

One thing tha became clear immediately was the capricious course of the Santa Ana wismtept blaze,
which took some homes but not other® even as they stood siddy-side.

6EOCET EA OOEAAR A #AAEIT A 01 AAA OAOEAAT énarred Aice®dRA 1 A A
hedges on her backyard, a tree in front of her home but did not touch the house.

The fire came so close to her home, it melted a plastic flower pot dangling from her back patio.
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so fortunate.



At least three homes lay in ruins, a collapsed gage on one of the houses revealing a fiavaged car and
what was left of a patio jutting awkwardly into the air.

Ruby Asbury, whose lives directly across the cude-sac and whose house was spared, said she was not home
when the fire that devastated hemeighborhood arrived.

She left her Oaks North home and went to Carmel Mountain Ranch early Sunday at the urging of her

daughter.

O4EAOA xAOA OEA EI OOAOC T A iU TAECEAT OO6ho OEA OAEAN
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Charles Davis, a resident of the Montelena neighborhood, was one of the Rancho Bernardo residents who
was not able to return to his home on Wednesday.

0) 080 OAOU AOOOOOAOEIT Chd EA OAEA8 ADO XATAAT®IO A CGETED

As of press time, residents from other parts of Rancho Bernardo Westwood, Montelena, the Trails,
Bernardo Vista del Lage remained cut off from their homes.

Officials said the reopening of neighborhoods closed during the firdighting effort depended on the safety of
the houses, and whether the fires had been put out.

In addition to lifting the mandatory evacuation order for parts of Rancho Bernardo, city officials allowed
residents of Rancho Penasquitos, Del Sur, Santaluz andrég Highlands back into their homes.

There were no reports of burned buildings in those areas of the city.
On Wednesday, a lack of personnel led city officials to scrap a service offered a day before that let Westwood

residents return to their homes esorted to pick up medications, making their way through snaky roads
where homes lay in ruins.

10 EA xAEOAA ET 1 ETAnh 40AOAAU "TA +0OAOGEU OAEA EA xI
his home on the 17700 block of Creciente Way. Sevetaimes across the street were up in flames.

O07A EAA 11 11 0EAAhe EA OAEA8 O7A EAA 11 OEI A AT A xA
AT A T AAEAAOCEITO ) TAAAS8SG

Kresky said he knew his home had not burned because he saw a news report, inahhihe camera operator
switched back and forth between shots of his house and of the homes of his neighbors which had been
destroyed.

Angel Astorgano said he was roused from his sleep by a neighbor knocking on the door of his home of
Lancashire Way, a Motelena street that appears to have lost six homes to the fire.

He and his family stayed at a hotel, and as he waited for his short return, he said he was bracing himself for
what he would see.

0) 861 OAAAAT AAho EA OAEAS8 )O3i6i CPOIA® ADAAK GH 00 DA Al O ATA

Though his home was spared, he wondered about the lontgrm effects of the displacement such as air
guality? and wondered how long it would be before he would feel safe moving his family back home.
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Hope and heartbreak
AS FIRES CONTINUE TO BURN, RESIDENTS SEE SIGNS OF PROGRESS

By JohnMarelius ~ STAFF WRITER
Yesterday was a time filled with mixed emotions.

Although steadily diminishing winds helped firefighters gain the upper
hand against certain blazes, other infernos continued to rage unchecked.

Although some evacuees had to flee the path of growing wildfires and
many remained at shelters, thousands were allowed to return home.

And while many residents remained without power last night, San Diego
Gas & Electric was able to restore a major transmission line and prevent
blackouts that would have affected 100,000 people.

AWhat we were facing was somet hing y E !
said Michael Niggli, chief operating officer for SDG&E. NANCEE E. LEWIS / Uniemribune
Erin O'Sullivan (left) hugged hemother,
Since Sunday, the wildfires in San Diego County have forced aboptitricia (back to camera), her father,
560,000 people to flee heir homes. The fires also have caused  Patrick, and sister Lauren Telliard in front of
more than $1 billion in property damage, disasterelief experts  her parents' home on Aguamiel Road in

said yesterday. Rancho Bernardo yesterday. A police escor
took the family to the house that was
As of early last night, fire officials reported that five blazes had burned destroyed in the Witch Creek fire, and faity

more than 327,000 acres and destroyed at least 1,100 homes. members found pieces of china and

. . . . childhood memorabilia amid the rubble.
The conflagrations also have strained the region's health care facilities.

Hundreds of people have received medical treatment at hospitals, clinics, doctors' offices and evacuation centers.



Hospitals reported that a surge of evacuees began streaming in
yesterday with respiratory problems, bruises, splinters, fractures and
injuries caused by items that fell on them.

Some had not realized they were wounded because they were racing to fleea
fire, said Dr. Shawn Evans, an emergency room physician at Scripps Memorial
Hospital in La Jolla.

In Oceanside, Tri-City Medical Center was handling nearly double its typical
number of maternity patients. Some of the deliveries were premature, perhaps
because of stress from fire evacuations and the loss of homes, said Tri-City
spokesman Jeff Segall.

Usually, the hospital's neonatal intensive care unit treats 11 newborn babies at a
time. Yesterday, it had 21.
A nonstop fi ght
The dichotomy of heartbreak and hope was experienced by people such as Jeff from north to south (PDF)
and Ann Owens, who found out late Monday that flames destroyed the five -
bedroom home near Lake Poway they had been remodeling for four years.

As they stood in front of the rubble yesterday, Ann found a way to lighten their spirits. She presented her husband with a
car amel cinnamon cake and a mini AHappy Birthdayo ball oon f

Al was really surprised, 0 J e flthavegere theougk afewddays df serionsege d eed . @ s mi | ¢

From Palomar Mountain to Jamul, residents braced for the worst as the Witch Creek, Poomacha and Harris
fires expanded toward them. But as of late last night, firefighters were optimistic alb blunting the blazes'
advance.

They also were more confident about controlling the Rice Canyon fire, which has charred roughly 9,500 acres in the
Deluz and Fallbrook region.

Yesterday afternoon, fire officials said they were preparing to lift Fallorook's mandat ory evacuation or d
future. o They didn't offer more -

The evacuation order remained in place there to enable power to be
fully restored and to make sure the town's water supply is adequately
treated, said state fire spokesman David Shew.

At Camp Pendleton, unpopulated swaths of the base were charred
and roads were closed by three blazes.

Early yesterday, the fires forced the evacuation of about 800 people
on the base. They also prompted officials to temporarily close
Interstat e 5 from state Route 76 to the Orange County border.

K.C. ALFRED / UniofTribune

Aiwe just have a lot of fire and |imited resources, o said Bil
Pendleton's fire inspector. @TheA¢lgckeeordggwher the\Vikch eieekditev e gr o
tremendously in the |l ast day. | tdestsoyafdhefgway bomgetJefbang §rerr . o

Owens, who returned thereyesterday. They
bought the home the week of the 2003
Cedar fire.



By contrast, evacuation orders were lifted in some neighborhoods of Escondido, Rancho Bernardo and Rancho
Pefnasquitos.

In the Trails section of Ranch Bernardo, the randomness of flames from Monday could be seen in the large, estate-style
homes that were destroyed.

One home on Bernardo Trails Drive had basically
disintegrated, while a red Jeep with its top down in the
driveway looked like it could be driven away.

Over at the neighboring subdivision of Montelena, jack-o'-lanterns
made of paper and ghosts made of white sheets hung in the front
yard of a home on Locksley Street.

Mark Huettinger was relieved when he called the fax machine at his
Abra Place home in Rancho Bernardo on Tuesday and it answered.
Then his brother brought him down to earth.

NELVIN CEPEDA / UnioiTribune

ifYou mi ghtk ctoomea bcahci mney and a f%ry'&gxcu@édnaqaw?lsp'}irilk?ertg\r/vgtérher

said. .
down a neighbor's roof yesterday at a hous:

Yesterday, Huettinger and his wife, Frances, found their two -story, off Honey Spring Road in Jamul.

cream-colored stucco home intact. Their only complaints were an
accumulation of ash and a slight smell of smoke in the laundry room.

Awnderful, absolutely wonderful. It looks | ike nothing ever

In places still threatened by flames, firefighting crews used at least 57 airplanes and helicopters to dump water and fire
retardant, according to the California De partment of Forestry and Fire Protection.

The availability and use of aircraft continued to stir controversy yesterday.

As federal and state officials patted each other's back for quick action on the aeffi@nt, critics z mainly
online bloggers and talkradio commentatorsz argued that firefighters lacked air power to battle the
infernos.

An irritated Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger bluntly said the skeptics
didn't know what they were talking about. He insisted that many of
the aircraft were unable to fly until yesterday because of high winds
in Southern California.

fiAnyone complaining about the pl 5&S
because that's a bunch of nonsen=m
during a morning inter view.

He also talked with President Bush, who is scheduled to tour some of
the fire-ravaged areas of San Diego County this morning.

K.C. ALFRED / Unioffribune

Determined to demonstrate that his disaster agencies have gotten

their acts together since the chaotic response to Hurricane Katrina Amy Fousek collected some belongings
yesterday from her Rancho Bernardo home
which suffered fire damage. She was able t
recover her 8year-old son's pet fish.



two years ago, Bush said he is pleased with the federal government's response to the fires.

il had a conversation with Governor Schwarzenegger, 0 he sai
was, 'Are you getting what you need?' . . . His answer was yes. 0

Today, Bush will take a helicopter tour over the burned areas and visit a fire -damaged neighborhood. He will have lunch
with firefighters and receive briefings from federal and state officials before returning to Washington, D.C.

One success story that local authorities have highlighted is the Reverse 911 calling systems. They said the network has
paved the way for a fairly orderly evacuation of more than a half -million people i 10 times as many as were driven from
their homes by the Paradise fire and the Cedar blaze, which began exactly four years ago today.

Weather forecasters said the Santa Ana winds that have propelled the blazes and hampered firefighting efforts since
Sunday will likely be gone today. In addition, humidity level s are expected to keep rising while temperatures are
expected to drop 6 to 8 degrees.

Yesterday, the winds decreased by as much as 36 miles per hour in some areas. That gave firefighters relief from the
gusts of almost 70 miles per hour that had whipped up flames earlier in the week.

Instead of blowing in from the east, as they have since Sunday, the winds are expected to come from the west. Those
cooler and weaker westerly winds would be a further blessing for firefighters.

But the calmer conditions would do little to help the air quality, health experts said. The fires in San Diego County have

produced so much soot, ash and other airborne particles that skies will remain polluted for awhile, said Mary Nichols,

chairwoman of the California Air Resources Bard in Sacramento. i We can certainly expect that
Diego County wil!/l be experiencing several days, if not a we:

Al so in Sacrament o, state I nsurance GommicesiemeegeBcegve aPomed!
up the handling of homeowners' claims. The designation authorizes out-of-state adjusters to process those claims.

San Diego County authorities warned evacuees to be on guard for fire-related scams. In the rush to repair fire-damaged
dwellings, homeowners can end up hiring disreputable contractors or falling prey to scams involving bogus insurance
adjusters or fake charities.
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Poway toll: At least 88 homes

NEWSPAPER

By Pat Kumpan

-1T00 T &£ 01 xAUB O x h inghomdtifisAvkeR fo A ¢
discover a surreal situation of contrasts: charred remains of some
homes or others untouched by the wicked ways of the Witch Creek
fire.
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At least 88 homes burned during the destruction in an erratic

hopscotch pattern throughout the @mmunity, sparing some homes

and claiming others in exclusive neighborhoods such as The § &

>
e
N

Heritage, then moving to Bridlewood homes and randomly down
Espola Road to the Range Park neighborhood behind the Church ¢
Jesus Christ of Latteday Saints at the Espla and Twin Peaks road Fran Meyers and Kristina Ford

Intersection. console each other after

. . ) i returning to High Valley Road
Some residents said that this week was just a shadow of the 2003 .

Cedar fire, similar in some ways, but more devastating and far | | 0&Y On Tuesday. Photo
reaching in scope. by Steve Spangler.

Hot spots in the community that fire officials were watching, as ofrpss time Wednesday night included a
section of Espola Road at the top of the Poway Grade, as it connects to state Route 67, and High Valley, also
off Espola.

Residents of High Valley, located on the east side of Espola Road, slightly south of Poway &iglool, were
the latest victims of the Witch Creek fire.

That same neighborhood was the last neighborhood to face the Cedar Fire, when firefighters dug in stop the
fire from spreading to Lake Poway and the Blue Sky Ecological Reserve.

As winds shifted ard temperatures dipped slightly by midweek, Santa Ana conditions eased up, but,

AAAT OAET ¢ O 01l xAUBO S$EOEOEIT #EEAEZE ' AOOU - AAOEAOOI
It was the Santa Ana conditions that helped to fuel the fire and push it in all direotis, MacPherson said.
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deputies could take a breather from the hectic pace of the previous few days, he added.

Pomerado Hospital officials evacuated 202gdients earlier this week to other hospitals as the fire crept
closer to the site on Pomerado Road. But the hospital was not damaged, said Palomar Pomerado Health
spokesman Andy Hoang.
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The return of patients is contingent on county officials giving the gahead, probably in a few days, he said.

The Poway Chamber o€ommerce, located at 13381 Poway Road in the Poway Plaza shopping Center, set up
a wireless system for computers in their office this week. Those with horAgased businesses or other
residents can stop by to use the office space, but CEO Luanne Hulsizgggsts calling before arriving.

The city of Poway has established a care team for Poway fire victims who need information about rebuilding
or for other reasons. For help, call 85&68-4552.

O7A80A Al OAAAU CAOOEIT C AAIT 1 O AOI i£ BDATERAIT A hHAOERAER OARAT
Jennifer Johnson.

According to Johnson, Poway is teaming up with the city of San Diego and will have representatives at the
Local Assistance Center now in place at the GlassmBRancho Bernardo Recreational Center 8848 West
Bernardo Drive.

That center will have FEMA forms and other pertinent information for fire victims.

4EA i AOEAAT 2AA #01 00 xAO AAIT A O1 OAEA 1 6AO OEA Ib
Community Park auditorium on Civic Center DE OA AAEET A OEA 01 xAU 3EAOQOEAASO

Because the city authorized the return of Poway evacuees to their homes on Wednesday, it was likely that
only displaced fire victims from Ramona and Rancho Bernardo would probably be staying at the center.

Former Poway fire chief Bob Krans helped set up that evacuation center, which he said assisted 1,000
evacuees. Several community volunteers and city employees worked at helping displaced residents feel more
comfortable, he said.

Sysco in the South Poway Busine Park donated most of the food, while Wa¥lart and other merchants also
pitched in with disposable diapers and other items. A generous donation of blankets was also given, he said.

About 250 horses were moved to the Poway Valley Riders Association, acting to Russ Sheldon. That
group had experience from the Cedar fire, he said.

(A O0O0i i AA Ob OEA AEOA ACDPAODEADAAOAWBT AADAT Ol ABA AOA

The most difficult aspect of the fire was waiting to hear if your home was still standing, istkevacuees Dick
and Nancy Horne of High Valley.
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The Hornes found out on Wednesdaydm the Poway Chamber of Commerce that their home was still
standing, but their neighborhood was not reopened®07 A EAA O1T AOO 1 00 xAU OEOI O¢
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4EA AEOUB O %i Aaighd CeAter wasinifull dpérafigh early Monday morning, in the City

Council chambers next to city hall on Civic Center Drive.
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One lesson learned from the Cedar Fire was that better communication was needed on all levels. This time
around, that was accomplished, he added.

The Christian Life Assembly Church at 14047 Twin Peaks Road was expegtiour truckloads of food on
Thursday, Oct. 25 from its sister church in Los Angeles to help fire victims in Poway and Rancho Bernardo,
according to Kurt Vitrano of Poway. For more details, call Vitrano directly at 85822-6113.
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Regio nal fire assistance center opens
By Elizabeth Marie Himchak

To make the recovery process as simple as possible, a local assistance center for Rancho Bernardo, Poway
and Escondido residents has been established at the Rancho Bernaf@massman Recreation Ceer.

Services are available to those whose homes were destroyed or damaged in the Witch Creek fire.

The center at 18448 W. Bernardo Drive will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saturdays and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays for as longhasded.

10O T £ POAOGO OEi Ah AOGA O1 7A00x11AG0 1 A1 AAOT OU AOAAOD
Bernardo Drive exit off Interstate 15.

City Councilman Brian Maienschein established a similar center x EA® EA A OO DA -Oda | @il A
Scripps Ranch four years ago to help those who lost homes in the Cedar fi@) Al AT [ [ E C) OAA Ol
AOAOUOEET ¢ ET 1T U PixAO O CcAO iU ATiiTOTEOU | AI AAOOS
Maienschein said.

The center has a minimum of 40 citygounty, state and federal agencies; utility companies including Time

Warner Cable and San Diego Gas & Electric; the U.S. Postal Service; Social Security Administration; law
enforcement and mental health representatives available.

In addition, Maienscheinhas set up a local office at the center so he and his staff members can assist Rancho
Bernardo residents. A new phone number has been established at 8984-9406. His staff can also be

reached at the downtown office by calling 61236-6655.

The cities ofPoway and Escondido also have booths with information specific for their residents.

Postal deliveries are resuming as the mandatory evacuations are lifted, said Mike Cannone, U.S. Postal

Service spokesmanThose who are displaced for the short or longerm will be able to pickup their mail

from their local post office.

&1 0 2AT AET " AOT AOAT AT A 13 2A1T AE OAOGEAAT 66h OEAO EO
They can call 858487-0857 for additional information.

O7A81 1 Al AéhAoGtténimbdate residdnts for the short or long term due to losses (caused by)
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San Diego city trash collection was suspended on Tuesday throughout the dityincluding Rancho Bernardo.
Those customerswill have trash pickup on Saturday, Oct. 27 and additional special collection services will be
available as needed.

Until further notice, all regularly scheduled classes and activities held inside the Rancho Bernar@assman
Recreation Center have beeoanceled for the foreseeable future due to the assistance center filling the

rooms and gymnasium.Helen Phillips, center director, said outdoor activities will resume when the air

quality improves. As of press time, she was also looking at options forirel AAOET ¢ OEA AAT OAOG6
Halloween party scheduled for Monday, Oct. 29.
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Witch Creek fire news updates

Items are posted in the order received, with the most current on top. Check back frequently for news and
updates.

Monday, Nov. 5 The Rancho Bernardo Community Foundation has announced that Rancho Bernardo

and Poway residents who have lost their homes in the recent fires are invited as the guests of County

Supervisor Pam Slatel0 OEAA O1T OEA &1 O1 AAOCET 1 theéheop. JHe Einchebrlishéding 4 E A1
held at the Rancho Bernardo Inn on Tuesday, November 20th in the new Aragon Ballroom. A reception

begins at 11AM and a traditional turkey dinner with all the trimmings will be served at noon. City

Councilman Brian Maienscheimwill emcee and there will be live musical entertainment.Reservations are

required, so to reserve your seats (2 members per family), please call 8229-9053

The Poway Unified School District has established tH&USD Fire Relief Fundand is working in
collaboration with the Palomar Council PTA to assist all staff, students, and families affected by the recent
wildfires. This relief fund was created for the purpose of accepting general and specific monetary donations.

Donations may be designated to asdistaff, students, and families at a particular sitePlease make checks
payable to PUSD Fire Relief Fund and mail to: PUSD Fire Relief Fund, A#tary Jo Stollfuss, Accounting
Department, 13626 Twin Peaks Road, Poway, CA 92080834

Friday, Nov. 2- San Diego Rebuild!is presentingfree informational workshops for those whose homes

or businesses need to be rebuilt either in total or in part. The workshops will be hosted by legitimate and

licensed construction organizations and contractors, material sygliers and attorneys along with tax and

lending professionals. The event will take place on Friday, November 16, 2007 from 2:30 p-#:00 p.m. at

the California Center for the Arts, Escondido which donated its Conference Center for the free public event.
Thursday, Nov. ! T A ££& 00 O OADPI AAA OOOAAT 668 1 OOEAAI EIT 00
interested in donating an instrument, know of someone who might, or might have connections in the music
industry, please email powayfiremusicrelief@cox.net All donations will be made directly to the Poway

Unified School District and are tax deductible.

The California Center for the Arts, Escondido has initiated a toy drive  which will start on Sunday,
November 11 with the performance of bluegrass band, Cherryholmes and end on Sunday December 16 with
OEA DPAOAI O AT AA 1THe SaMaiioA Aydvihose AisSiGrasitdh@lp families in need, will
distribute the toys.

For those wishingdT AT T AOAh OT UO AAT AA AAI EOAOAA 40AO0AAU OE
building. On performance days or nights, toys can be brought to the Center Theater or Concert Hadir
events in the Conference Center, toys can be leftinthatfa@lu 6 © 1 T AAU8

The Home Depot and the American Red Cross are offering free wildfire recovery clinics  from 3to 4

p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4, 11 and 18 at The Home Depot in Poway, 12175 Tech Center DdveA Al ET EA8 O O
include how to clean up safely, keepoie® ET i A AT A ZAI EI U OAEA AOOEIT C AEO
home and create a family communications and evacuation plafor more information, call the Poway store

at 858-668-1417, go tohttp://www.homedepotclinics.com or http://www.redcross.org .


mailto:powayfiremusicrelief@cox.net
http://www.homedepotclinics.com/
http://www.redcross.org/

9:20 a.m. Wednesday4 EA 3 AT $EACT #EOU ! OO0I Ol AuéoO / £#£EAA EO E
are illegally hiking rental housing pric esdue to the recent fire disaster in the county that impacted the
city of San Diego.
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Saturday speaking with residents affected by the fires.Rent manipulation during an emergency is a
misdemeanor and is punishable by imprisonment for up to one year in county jail and/or a $10,000 fine.
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are available between the hours of 9 a.m11 a.m., and 1 p.n.3 p.m., MondayFriday. Victims can also find
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11:15 a.m. Tuesday Due to a steadily increasing volume of patients, th&cripps Medical Response Team

will extend the operations of its Mobile Medical Unit in Rancho Bernardo through Sunday, Nov. 4.

Scripps openedhe Mobile Medical Unit at Rancho Bernardo Community Park Thursday, Oct. 25 and initially
anticipated being open for one weekBut with a growing stream of patients being referred to the center
during the past several days, the San Diego Fire Departmergked Scripps to extend its operationsTo date,
the Scripps Mobile Medical Unit has treated 305 patients in Rancho Bernardo, many of whom would have
otherwise required 911 calls and placed a greater strain on local emergency response efforts.

5:30 p.m.Monday - City of San Diego officials, including Mayor Jerry Sanders and Councilman Brian
Maienschein, will leada community forum at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 1 at the RB Community
Presbyterian Church, 17010 Pomerado Road, so that RB area residents who losethhomes can come
together and discuss the next steps in the rebuilding process.

4:45 p.m. Monday A fund to help the estimated 98 Poway families who lost their homes in the Witch Creek
Fire has been established through a collaboration of the City of wWay, the Poway Rotary Foundation, and
San Diego National BankOne hundred percent of donations to the fund will go directly to Poway residents
whose homes were destroyed in the fireThe money will be allocated by representatives from the City of

0 T x ACalie Team and the Poway Rotary FoundatioAll affected families will have access to the funds.

Donations are tax deductible and can be made in several ways. Checks made payable to the Poway Rotary
Foundation - Fire can be deposited in the Poway Rotarg& | OT AAOET 180 &EOA | AAT 61 O A
Bank, 13395 Poway Road.; mailed to the Poway Rotary Foundation at P.O. Box 184, Poway CA 92074; or

placed in an envelope marked Poway Fire Victims and dropped off at Poway City Hall, located at 13325 Civic
Center Drive, or in the overnight drop box located in the City Hall parking lot.

12:23, Monday» Utility update

The San Diego Gas & Electric Co. says most customers whose service was affected by the wildfires will have
their service restored by Sunday, Ne. 4. As of Monday, Oct. 29, 5,200 households remain without power,

says SDG&E spokeswoman Jenny Redmond. Redmond said the utility expects to restore service to 97 percent
of those homes? or about 5,044 by the weekend.

An up-to-date picture of the outayes, including estimated restoration times, is available online at
http://www.sdge.com under the San Diego Firestorm 2007 link. According to Redmond, the wildfires
knocked out 1,200 utility poles, downed 60 transformers and destroyed 35 miles of overheadtketrical

wires, which now must be replaced. The utility company has 750 employees and 475 contractors working on
the restoration.
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Residents are being warned not to touch any downed transmission lines, including telephone or cable wiring,
which may also be energizedCustomers can contacthe utility at 1-800-411-SDGE.

11:30 a.m. Monday Thursday Town Hall

A Town Hall meeting organized by City Councilman Brian Maienschein will be held from 7 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 1 in the Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church, 17010 Pomer&izad.
Representatives from Environmental Services will discuss clearing debris and lots and those from
Development Services will talk about the permitting process. There will also be a question and answer
period on how to move forward with recovery. The meting is geared toward those who lost their homes in
Rancho Bernardo.

For more information, call 858924-9406.

The RB Community Councilhttp://www.RBCommunityCouncil.com) has set up a special page on its web
site with rental listings. The council is woking with various Realtors in the area and are encouraging them to
send us the listing to post.

Residents who live in San Diego County, which includes all 18 cities and the unincorporated areas of the
county, are encouraged to register their cell phones@ e-mail addresses for emergency notifications by
visiting http://www.alertsandiego.org within the next few days. Possible moderate to strong Santa Ana
winds are forecast for next weekend.Once email addresses and cell phone numbers are registered, it will
take up to 24 hours for that information to be updated into AlertSanDiego, the County of San Diego mass
notification system that is commonly referred to Reverse 911.

5:40 p.m. Friday- The Air Pollution Control District is requesting all residents throughout the San Diego Air
Basin to avoid using leaf blowers to clean up residual ash, dirt and debri§hese devices can pick up the ash
from the current wildfires and re-suspend it into the air.

5:30 p.m. Friday- The Christian Life Assembly Church at 14047 Twin Peaks Road has food, water and
clothing for free distribution to help fire victims in Poway and Rancho Bernardo, according to Kurt Vitrano of
Poway. For more details, call Vitrano directlat 858-922-6113.

3:20 p.m. Friday- Residents with potentially hazardous materials to clean up, such as cleaning products,
paint, batteries, gasoline, and fuel, are encouraged to call for information on how to properly dispose of the
materials. Unincorporated areas residents call (877) 712784, North County city residents call (800) 714
1195 and City of San Diego residents call (858) 694000.

3:15 p.m. Friday- Supervisor Pam SlatetPrice called for fire victims to proceed through the rebuilding
processwith caution and not jeopardize their insurance claims or FEMA assistance. Yesterday, many Rancho
Bernardo residents and others in the burned areas of the Witch fire indicated that they wanted to begin
clearing their land immediately. However, clearing &nd ahead of filing an insurance claim, which may

require an insurance official to survey the property as it is, may void insurance coverage. For more fire
recovery information, visit http://www.sdcountyrecovery.com .

2:20 p.m. Friday- The San Diego NorttChamber of Commerce (based in RB) has set up the following fire
relief assistance sitehttp://www.sdncc.com/sdfires2007 .

11:15 a.m. Friday The Westwood Club, 17394 W. Bernardo Drive, is accepting donations of Rpearishable
food and clothing. Those ale to help others are encouraged to leave their names, phone numbers and


http://www.alertsandiego.org/

available services at the clubRancho Bernardo residents will be able to pickip donated items, as available,
and also leave postings detailing their specific needs.

8:40 a.m. Fridy-4 EA 01T xAU ! AOI O $AU (AAI OE #AOA #A1 OAO #AOA«
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a.m. Free respite care at the Center is availableCall Social Wdker Liz Landram for more information.

2:25 p.m. Thusday Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage has announced that its office locations in San
Diego are open as drojff points for needed items that will be forwarded to the American Red Cross or
delivered to local evacuation shelters.The needed items, which must be new, are cases of water and
Gatorade; paper products such as plates, bowls, napkins and cups; plastic utensils; large trash bags; new
especially sizes #1 and #2; baby wipes; baby formula; energy bars, canned foods with pull tops; toiletries
such as toothpaste and toothbrushes, disposable razors, deodorants, and hand sanitizer; chapstick;
sunsaeen; bar or liquid soap; new blankets; new towels; dry pet food for dogs and cats; kitty litter; and
playing cards or board games.

I AREOET T AT T UR #1 1 AxAl1l "ATEAOBO T £#£ZEAAOG AOA AOAEI AA
copying seavices to anyone who has been displaced by the fire and requires assistance in making insurance

claims or conducting other firerelated business.The two RB offices are at 16363 Bernardo Center Drive and

15703 Bernardo Heights Parkway.

2 p.m. Thursday- Free support groups are being offered by Palomar Family Counseling Servicce in Poway for
families with children who have emotional issues as the result of the firecCal 858748-3610 for details.

10:45 a.m. Thursday County Assessor Gregory J. Smith wish to advise all property owners whose

property was damaged or destroyed during the recent firestorm that property tax relief is availableThis tax
relief program requires the reassessment of the property to reflect its damaged conditiof.he reduced

value will remain in effect until such time as the property is rebuilt or repaired.More importantly, after the
property is repaired or replaced, the owners can retain their previous taxable value if the property is rebuilt
in a like or similar manner. This means that the property tax assessment will not be increased beyond what
it was prior to the fire. The necessary form and related information is posted dttp://www.sdarcc.com .

10:10 am. Thursday4 EA # A1 OOA &1 O ( AA1 OE # AddHBospitabdamphs) 5 OCAT O
Pomerado Outpatient Pavilion, 15611 Pomerado Road, 3rd Floor) is open from 9 am to 9 pm. During these

hours, they will assist with any urgent health care needs, respiratory issues, and medication refills. If a

Centre patient has an apointment scheduled with his/her primary care physician or specialty physician,

please contact that department to verify the physician is in.
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Firefighters find sanctuary at Poway High
School offers food, break from service

By Blanca Gonzalez STAFF WRITER

A shower and hot meal may not sound like much, but to hundreds of wga soot-covered firefighters, the
food and facilities provided at Poway High School have been a
welcome oasis.

The campus has been a home base where firefighters and
sheriff's deputies can sit at a table for a meal and relax a bit
before returning to battling blazes or patrolling evacuated
neighborhoods.

Joy Clausen and Kitty Stallings are used to preparing meals fa&s
thousands of students at Poway and Westview high schools.
This week they've been providing scrambled eggs, French

toast, biscuits and gravy, and spaghetti to firefighters and SCOTT LINNETT / UniofTribune

others involved in the firestorms. . . o
A sign directed firefighters to the grub at

O4EA EEOAEECEOAOO EAOA AAAT Poiay Hd Bchddll OO distare #ldsdd@®O AT O
thanking us profusely, but my goodness, they've saved our the week, but workers are feeding
ATiT1 061 EOUSBSO firefighters.

Hundreds of firefighters havebeen able to sleep on mats in the
wrestling gym, shower in locker rooms and eat at tables under the lunch shelter at the recently renovated
campus.

San Diego fire Capt. Lance Takata was among several dozen firefighters taking a breather at the lunch tables
UAOOAOAAU i1 OTEIC8 O)0OGoO TEAA O1 AA AAT A O1 ATT A 160
Takata and fellow firefighters said the campus facilities are a welcome change from using portable toilets

and showers, and the mats on the gym floor provideraspite from sleeping on the ground next to homes

they've worked to save.
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Dressler was assigned to 4S Ranch, west of Rancho Bernardo, to make sure people returning to evacuated
neighborhoods really belong there.

Clausen and Stallings said they are happy to keep the kitchen staffed so food is available 24 hours a day.
Stallings sad she was grateful to see so many odf-town fire units helping.
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Teacher Jebette Caterina dropped off a couple of pigesterday after hearing that Poway High was a meal
OEOA &£ O EEOAEECEOAOO8 O4EEO EO i1 U Aiii1O61TEOUN OEEO
Mountain Ranch and teaches in Poway at Abraxas High School.
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Poway Unified sc hools unharmed; cleanup efforts begin

By Kathy Fairbanks

Schools in Poway Unified were left unscathed during the fires that raged through the area this week.

O4EAOAB8O 11 AAI AcCA O61 OAEITT1Oh AOAOUOEET C cEMesday CI 1
evening.
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guality will have to be at an acceptable level before classes can resume, according to Phillips.

As of Tuesday, he was uncertain vén cleanup would begin. The fires must be contained and the ash must
stop falling before work on campuses will begin, he said, adding that parents will be notified by phone when
classes will resume.

Once cleanup begins, maintenance personnel and custodiaéws will follow guidelines when ridding the
AAi POOAO 1T &£ AOE8 4EA OAEITT1 06 EAAOEI ¢ AT A ATTIEITC O
process will take a couple days of work at each site.

While no schools were damaged during the fire, re was a point on Tuesday when district officials worried
the fire along eastern Espola Road in Poway would jump the road and destroy Poway High School.

That school, while first set up as an evacuation center on Sunday, morphed into a place where fitekgs
could get a hot meal, grab a catnap or shower, Phillips said.

Yyl AAAEOEIT T h OEA AEOOOEAOBO AAI ETEOOOAOEOA 1T EEEAAO
command center during the fire, according to Board Trustee Linda Vanderveen.

PUSDofficials set up their command center at Poway City Hall in the Council Chambers.
07A EAA OBAAIGAOETOEm Of ACETT AO Pi OOEAI Ahd OEEITEDPO C
Meanwhile, district transportation employees were on hand relocating patients out d?omerado Hospital in

PUSD buses and food service workers cooked meals for firefighters at PHS and evacuees at the Poway
Community Center.

O)h DPAOOITAITUR Al OAOU DPOTI OA AOO 110 OOOPOEOAA EI x
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Phillips said that once school resumes, counselors will be on hand to offer assistance to students who may be

dealing with losses from the fire. In addition, district employees whdost their homes will be given 10 days
of paid leave.

07A811 CAO OEOI OGCE OEA #Z£EOAR OEAT 100 & AOO xEI1 OE



Vanderveen noted that parents might be receiving multiple calls from the district in an effort to reh as
many people as possible. Those calls are also being sent out in Spanish to parents who noted that preference
at the beginning of the school year.

KansasCi%,, com

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRES PROV E A SPEEDY KILLER

By SCOTT GLOVER, JACK LEONARDCMATT LAIT~ Los Angeles Times

%3#/.%$)$/ h #AlEA8 s 4EA EixI EITC 3ATO0A '"TA xETAO 1 AU
threatened to end it.
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window just in time to see flames shooting up to his hilltop home. Within minutes the fire surrounded his

house and four others.

With no time to escape, Bielasz and his wife, Dena Bielasz, did the only thing they could think of to survive:

They jumpedinrDil OEAEO OxEi il ETC BPIT1h OAEA 21 CAO "EAI AOGUBSO
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embers, the Bielaszes sat on an underwater ledge in the pool for more than three heushivering in the cold

water as their home, just feet away, burned to the ground.

The Bielaszes were recovering Friday at a hotel.

Their next-door neighbors did not make it out of their house in time. Authorities confirmed Wednesday that
theremainsofOx 1 AAOI OO xAOA &£ O1T A ET OEA EIT OOA TA@O O1 OE
identified the victims as John Christopher Bain, 58, and Victoria Fox, 55, a married couple.
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them. In a second visit by a searehnd-rescue team Wednesday, the remains were discovered.
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fire approached.
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He said that Bain, a physically fit 8oot, 3-inch outdoorsman, must have been surprised by the speed of the

flames.

Jennifer Walters, superintendent of Escondido Unified AET T 1 $EOOOEAOh AAOAOEAAA &
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The fire demolished all five homes on the haffile stretch of Highland Valley Road, which overlooks avocado
and citrus groves and has views of the Wild Animal Park and the rugged peaks and valleys that surround it.

Like some others who live in homesinging the San Pasqual Valley, the residents along Highland Valley Road
OAEA OEAU OAAAEOAA 11 AOAAOAOCEIT 1T OAAO &£OiIi AOOEI OE
'l OET OCE OEA OAI APETTA Al AOOO EAOA A Akpaiment &fisidld U DOAE
have acknowledged that some residences were overlooked.

People begin returning to their home communities

3!, $)% / s 4EI OOAT A0 1T £ AOGAAOGAAOG &EOI I AOAAO EAOA E
returned Friday to neighborhoods stripped bare.

Other communities remained emptied because of blazes that remained threatening and unpredictable.
&OEAAUGO AAOAITT Pi AT O00(q
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town of 3,000, nestled in the rolling hills of an applegrowing region, was under mandatory evacuation.
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hundreds of homes.
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border and a couple in Escodido. Border Patrol agents also found four charred bodies in what was thought

to be a migrant camp east of San Diego. Medical examiners were trying to determine their identities and

whether they had died in a fire that destroyed almost 100 homes. Seven [p® died of other causes
connected to the evacuations.

E4EA EET AT AEAT Oiill1q /&£ OEA phynn ETTAOG 11006 01 £EAO
remained far from being fully contained. The property damage there alone surpassed $1 luitii



@he San Bicgo Union-Tribune.

Firefighters see outpouring of gratitude
SIGNS, NOTES AND APPLAUSE E XPRESS RESIDENTS' THANKS

By Janine Zufiga UNIONTRIBUNE STAFF WRITER
After battling raging wildfires from the border to North County, worn and weary firefighters are being
thanked by county residents in big ways and small.

Makeshift but heartfelt hand-lettered signs are popping up on 3
fences, walls and churches, blessing and praising those who
placed their lives on the line to save people and property. B

AGOD BLESS OUR FI REFI GHTERSlgor s a
railing of The Church at Rancho Bernardo. The sign, with letters
fashioned from black duct tape, faces northbound Interstate 15
commuters at Rancho Bernardo Road.

AiWe were talking about how amazil
Stephani e Kornman, a awalittleok ladydhisr e

morning walking to the fire station with a plate of cookies. We just EDUARDO CONTRERAS / Uni@rnibune
wanted to show everybody, obviously, how much we appreciate their
nonstop work.o A sign at Bonita Road and Acacia Avenue,

across from the BonitaSunnyside Fire
Station 2, expressed the feelings of the
neighborhood.

Less visible but no less meaningful are the spontaneous outbursts of
applause asemergency workers, particularly firefighters, pass by.

On Wednesday, about 30 people gathered at Steele Canyon and

Campo roads in Jamacha to watch a ridge burn. They speculated about the fire and introduced themselves to neighbors,
hushing only to quietly clap when a firetruck drove by. Sometimes, an exhausted firefighter waved feebly. Others i from
Reno, Foster City, Redwood City, BelmontSan Carlosi honked a horn or rang a bell.

Vickie Federoff of Rancho Bernardo recalled a scene at the Elephant Bar Retaurant in Rancho Bernardo on Thursday.

She and her husband, Alexander Federoff, a priest at St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church in Poway, decided to grab

some dinner. While there, they saw two firetrucks pull up. When the firefighters entered the restau rant, everyone stood

and applauded. n Then after we |l eft, a friend said she went to the s
and paid for the dinners of about 30 other firefighters, o F¢

Someone decideda fence along Bear Valley Parkway at San Pasqual Road in Escondido would be the perfect place to
create a sign. The fence lines Kit Carson Park, now a base camp, command center and rest area for firefighters. White
foam cups formed a heart in a chain-link fence in front of the words THANK U FIREFIGHTERS!!

Ramona Chamber of Commerce officials reported signs along t|
Signs sprouted up yesterday along Espola Road in Poway, parts of which had been evacuated.

On Bonita Road in the South Bay, a sign nearthe Bonita-Sunnysi de fire station said: fAFire
Scott Walker said residents have been dropping off cupcakes, hams and handwritten notes. One little girl's penciled note
read: fAbemanfF Thank you for putting out the firestorm. We at



Other children got involved, too. Girl Scout Troop 3698 in San Carlos plans to bake cookies Sunday and deliver them to
local fire stations.

The 27,000 students at the Chula Vista Elementary School District's 44 campuses plan to write thank-you letters Monday,
Superintendent Lowell Billings said. They will be distributed to police and fire departments.

APeople have been very appreciative, odtodai. Ksecalledshe firelservidefout t hi
that reason. We don't take that |lightly.o

Bloomberg.com

California Fires Abate; Some San Diego Schools Reopen

By Peter J. Brennan

Oct. 27 (Bloomberg)-- Firefighters in Southern California made inroads against wildfires that forced the
evacuations of as many as 1 million people, allowing some children to return to school as winds that fanned
the flames abated.

San Diego's Poway School District will resume aaes on Oct. 29 for its 33,000 students after fires in the past
week left about 300 children and 10 teachers without their homes.

The National Weather Service forecast light winds and showers covering the firavaged area with a trace of
rain, creating nore favorable conditions for fighting fires. The winds will gust to 20 miles per hour (32
kilometers) tomorrow as the skies remain cloudy. The Santa Ana winds began easing on Oct. 25 after
sometimes reaching hurricane force, spreading flames and preventimgyrcraft from dumping water or fire
retardants. "~ Since the Santa Ana winds stopped blowing and we started to see that offshore flow come in,
firefighters have been able to aggressively attack,” CalFire Chief Dave Hillman said yesterday.

Residents in many areas returned home from evacuation centers. San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders told the
National Football League that Qualcomm Stadium, where as many as 10,000 people took refuge during the
week, will be available for the Chargers game against the Houst®axans tomorrow, the team said on its
Web site.

Presidential Praise

President George W. Bush, whose administration was criticized after its slow response to Hurricane Katrina
victims in New Orleans in 2006, said today he was “impressed" by the performze of first responders to the
wildfires in California, and vowed continued help.

““State and local authorities in California were well prepared for this crisis, and they responded quickly and
effectively,” Bush said in his weekly radio address.

Wildfir es caused seven deaths, including four bodies of probable illegal immigrants were found on a
smuggling trail a mile north of the Mexican border, said San Diego County Sheriff Sergeant Mike Radovich.
About 64 people have been injured.



California Governor Anold Schwarzenegger said Southern California's economy "“suffered a major body
blow."

Disaster's Costs

The disaster may cost as much as $2.5 billion, including $650 million for structures and the rest for cars,
furniture and other household goods, Merill Lynch & Co. economist David Rosenberg said in an Oct. 25
report. This could be the second moséxpensive fire in recent U.S. history, after a 1991 northern California
blaze that cost $2.6 billion, he said.

The fires, nine of which have continued to siead while 14 are fully encircled, destroyed more than 1,760
homes and 338 commercial buildings and scorched more than 500,000 acres since erupting Oct. 21. About
20,900 homes are still threatened.

The largest fire, called Witch, may not be surrounded uittomorrow and may be fully extinguished by Nov.

5, Radovich said. The northern San Diego County fire has burned 197,990 acres and destroyed 1,061 homes.
The nextlargest, the Harris fire, which is also in San Diego County, may be contained by Oct. 3l wader

full control by Nov. 4, he said. It is 50 percent contained and has charred 111 homes and 85,000 acres.

Officials blamed arson for the Santiago fire that destroyed 14 homes, blackened 27,000 acres and injured five
firefighters in northeastern Orange County.

A $250,000 reward is offered for information leading to an arrest. A search is under way for a 192804
white Ford F150 pickup truck with a standard cab and chrome tubular running boards that was seen on
Santiago Canyon Road at 6 p.m. Oct..21
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Cruddy waters: Schools return to find swimming pools
covered in ash

By: MATT NULL- Staff Writer

With wildfires threatening lives and property throughout San Diego County, Kathy McCoy couldn't help but worry -- not
about her house, which was safe from the flames in northern Escondido, but about the Poway High swimming pool.

A pool supervisor for the Poway Unified School District for 25 years, McCoy said she started worrying about the pool on
Sunday evening.

"I knew what it was going t 0 mean with all the ash floating around," McCoy said. "I knew we wouldn't be able to do
anything with it for a few days and | knew it wasn't going to be pretty when we got back in here."

It wasn't.
Poway boys water polo coach Dan Crane said the pool, loated in the middle of the 59 -acre campus, was inundated with
ash. About an inch had accumulated at the bottom of the pool, the deck surrounding the pool was covered, and many of

the chairs and tables that dotted the pool area -- coated with ash themselves -- were strewn about.

"Getting the ash out is just the beginning,” Crane said. "Once we get all the ash out, then we have to get the chemicals
balanced so the pool is safe for the kids."

Said McCoy: "The ash puts a lot of demand on the filtration system. So that is just a delicate balance that we just have to
work out. But getting the pool clean is part of that end product.”

Crane, who is also the athletic director at Poway, said he became concerned about the pool on Tuesday.

"We have five (physical education) classes that are scheduled every day for this pool," Crane said. "So it is important for
the pool to be up and running so the classes can be doing what they should be doing so that things can get back to
normal.”

The Titans have only one home game remaining, against Rancho Bernardo on Thursday.

Rancho Bernardo's pool may have been the most affected, but the Broncos' home schedule for the season is complete.
Both Rancho Bernardo and Poway could be in line to host CIF San Diego Section playoff gamesthough the postseason

doesn't begin until Nov. 6.

Broncos athletic director Peggy Brose believes her school's pool was used by helicopters airlifting water to battle the fire.
The water level, she said, is down 4 to 5 feet.

"The back fields of the school were used as a staging area for helicopters,” Brose said. "So we are assuming maybe they
had one of those helicopters come in somehow and use the pool water."

The water depth does not allow pool supervisor Tim Oelgoetz to get vacuums in the pool, meani ng it can't be cleaned
until it is refilled.

In the past, the school has used fire hoses to fill the pool, but since none are available now, the Broncos must use



garden hoses. As a result, Brose said, it will take about 48 hours to fill the pool.

"We expect the pool to be out of service all of next week as well," said Brose, adding that Mt. Carmel and Westview have
offered the use of their pools to the Broncos.

McCoy and Crane estimate that they will spend at least 60 hours cleaning up the mess left behind by the Witch Creek
fire, which has burned nearly 200,000 acres throughout North County.

In Ramona, which the Witch Creek fire tore through on Sunday, Bulldogs water polo coach Donny Williams said the high
school pool sustained major damage.

"It was al | black in there," Williams said.

Williams lives across the street from the school and decided not to heed mandatory evacuation orders, citing the heavy
traffic congestion on Highway 67 out of town. The closest the fire came to his house, Williams said, w as two miles.

"l was actually one of the lucky ones," he said.

Williams' junior varsity goalie, Nick Ashton, wasn't so lucky. Williams said the teenager's home, which was located in the
Highland Valley area of Ramona, was destroyed.

Because Ramona resi@nts weren't allowed to re -enter the city until late Wednesday night, Williams knew no one would
be available to assess the damage until today.

"l wouldn't think it would take that long to clean, but | haven't cleaned it before, so | don't know,"” Williams  said. "As long
as | don't have to fill the water, it shouldn't be an issue as far as getting the thing ready.”

Williams isn't sure when the pool will be ready for use, but he said it's important to get the team back in the water.

"They have been out of the water for a week, so now it's a matter of conditioning,” Williams said. "Now it is about
getting the pools back into play so we can play one or two games and then we go into CIF playoffs.”

In Escondido, San Pasqual athletic director Meredith Marcus sad all city pools will be closed next week because the city
doesn't have enough manpower to clean them. None of Escondido's three high schools has an on-campus pool.

Orange Glen athletic director Kevin Brown said the three Escondido teams, which use Washngton Park and Jim Stone
pools, could move their games to Palomar College, though that pool is already used by four teams.

Both Palomar teams are practicing for the Pacific Coast Conference championships, and both Mission Hills and San
Marcos highs use the facility. Brown said he would start making calls on Monday to reschedule next week's games.

Poway also must look ahead to future games, as the Titans are a likely playoff participant. But Crane hopes simply for a
return to normalcy for a school and town that were ravaged by the fires.

"I don't know how prepared we are going to be on site," he said. "We would like to think everything will be up and
running. But anything can happen between now and Sunday, and hopefully it is all good things."

Contact staff writer Matt Null at mnull@nctimes.com
The 36-team San Diego Open, along with the 12-team San Diego Elite Invitational were also canceled this past week and

Granite Hills coach Rhett Gaeir, who puts on the San Diego Open, said he understands why the ganes were canceled,
but added that teams will suffer because of the lack of games.



"In essence, there won't be teams that make the playoffs because this tournament didn't exist," said Gaeir. "It is going to
be those last few teams, the 13, 14, 15, 16th -seeded teams that won't make it."
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Schools reopen, helping students cope, reco ver
County finds comfort in getting back to class

By Chris MoranBlanca Gonzalezand Leonel Sanchez UNIONTRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS

It looked like the first day of school at Westood Elementary in
Rancho Bernardo yesterday, only more somber.

A big, colorful sign on the school fence greeted the returning families:
O7AT AT T A "AAE 7 A O@Thark % Fireg Bighters, O A
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Parents escorted nearly all the lsildren to campus, which is the norm
at Westwood. But masks to protect against foul air aren't. Nor is a
student showing up without a backpack, without a lunch, without
anything.

An estimated 50 Westwood families lost all their possessions last
week in a fre that wrought its most spectacular property destruction
within walking distance of the school.

PEGGY PEATTIE / Union -
Tribune

The tight-knit school community had already banded together to

supply 100 fully stocked backpacks for any student who needed one. Summer Corey had her

children Jared, 4, and
Landon, 21 months, wear
masks as she dropped off
another one of her children

After dropping off their children, dozens of parents accepted Principal
Mike Mosgrove's invitation to coffee and doughnutg and counseling
and other services if needeq in the school's multipurpose room.

Kim Santos, a mother of four whose home was not destroyed, said

spending timewith her neighbors is good therapy. yesterday at Westwood
Elementary School in Rancho
Bernardo.
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About 300 homes in Rancho Bernardo and the rest of the
Poway Unified School District were lost in the fires, including %
20 belonging to teachers and staff members. But the schools il.

were among the first to reopen after a week in which the
county's public schools wereshut down.

Of the county's 42 public school districts, 23 held classes
yesterday. Students in most other districts return today. By
tomorrow, nearly all of the county's halfmillion students in
kindergarten to 12th grade should be back in class.

PEGGY PEATTIE / Unieffiribune
Megan Haréiman, 16, a Rancho Bernardo High junior, said Principal Mike Mosgrove of Westwood

most students were glad to return to campus yesterdayO) O %I@mentary in Rancho Bernardo talked to
nice to be able to see everyone and hug each other justto  parents Jennifer Behling (left) and Megan
OAA DPAT DBl Ahd -ACAT OAEASB Brockbank yesterday, the first day of classe

at the school since last week's fires.
About 100 students and three staff members at the scholulst

their homes last week.

One of them is sophomore Kari Afshari, 15. She said she didn't feel emotionally ready to return to school but
did so because she wanted to see her close friends, including her boyfriend, junior Chris Kutner, 16, who also
lost his home.
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So do the folks at Granite Hills High in El Cajon. Rachel Valenzuela, 24, a Granite Hills Ergbsimer, said
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Diego during the Cedar fire.

She organized a fundraiser then and decided to do so again, calling on her school community to give to
Rancho Bernardo High fire victims.
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More than 100 students who attended Granite Hills lost their homes in the 2003 Cedar firdhe mood at the
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have to make up the work they missed and what's going to happen to homecoming, which was canceled last
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In the Poway district, Westview High Principal Dawn Kastner ga call at her Rancho Bernardo home at 4
a.m. last Monday that she needed to open her Rancho Pefiasquitos campus to evacuees.



She asked if she had time to shower andwastoldn®@4 EAU OAEA Ui O 1T AAA O1 1 AAOA
because officials neede to make the Reverse 911 calls and the shelter had to be open to accept evacuees.

She grabbed some clothes and her makeup bag; her house was ashes and debris the next time she saw it.
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Local campus closings were more extensive than in 2003.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell has already indicated that schools won't have to
make up the days to collect state funding tz@d on daily attendance, so the fires aren't likely to extend
anyone's school year.

Yesterday, the schools in session restricted physical activity because of air quality.

Chula Vista fourthgraders chatting happily about being back in school showed off @w vocabulary word:
evacuation.

They were among the 27,000 students in the Chula Vista Elementary School District back in school
yesterday. The students wrote thankyou notes to the city's police officers and firefighters. They called them
heroes and thanled them for saving their homes.

Virginia Loh, a teacher at Liberty Elementary School, has her thigraders write every day, and she was as
persistent as ever in marking punctuation, spelling and grammar errors with her brown pen.

But she could see the unercurrent of anxiety in the thankUT & 11T OAOG8 /T A T &£ EAO OOOA
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Liberty sixth-grade teacker Dawn Navarro started the day by talking with her students before she moved on
to textbooks.

But the fire spread to the ensuing math lesson. When Navarro had her students open their books to the
chapter on percentages, a girl started the lesson by mumbliCh Ouv DAOAAT O Ai 1 OAET AA86



Students back in class, return to routines, normalcy

By Kathy Fairbanks

Calling Monday a day to fArebuild the social fabric of our c¢ommt
Unified School District Superintendent Don Phillips said the first day back to

school following the devastation of the Witch Creek fire saw low absentee rates

from both students and staff members.

He said counselors and membeversoutanfforce he di strictdés Crisis Team
at the schools most impacted 8 Westwood and Chaparral elementaries,

Bernardo Heights and Twin Peaks middle, and Rancho Bernardo and Poway

high schools & by the fire.

AiMonday was about compassion and undBuskwrkemigyolhegklesghecRdni | | i-wos sai d
adding that the low absentee rate is a sign that people have a desire for things &t \Westview High School on Saturday.
to get back to normal.

Following a week that saw the district mobilize its transportation and food service departments for emergency services, it wa s
back to business for PUSD and its 33,000 students. Part of that business was helping students, parents and even staff
members cope with losses from the wildfires.

According to Executive Director of Student Support Services, Elaine Cofrancesco, the district worked with counsebrs over the

weekend to help them gather ideas for teachers to use to help their students cope with losses, fears and other feelings.

AfUsually, a crisis occurs at one school, this was aefisisst for
Team is comprised of psychologists, counselors and nurses. P U S
(from the schools on Monday) that communities are supporting (Vv
(Ele mentary). o

Phillips said in addition to counselors being on hand at the schools, parents shared stories and sometimes tears, especiallyat
Westwood, where 40 to 50 students lost homes in the fire. In all, there are just under 300 students and 20 staff m embers
throughout PUSD who lost their homes, Phillips said.

To help those students, and all the students who faced the fear of losing their homes, teachers on Monday encouraged students
to share their feelings either through drawings, writing, discussions or art projects, Arnold said.
be a couple weeks or months before they have reactions. Thatos
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Westwood Principal Mike Mosgrove said getting back to school is important for childrent o -éstaldish some normalcy in a
pl ace that is central to the community.o Counselors wil/l be r e
the school and PTA organized a trick or treating event on Halloween for students.

In additio n, Mosgrove is coordinating relief with several community organizations, such as Scouts, the Westwood Community
Center, the school ds foundation and PTA so as not to overlap ef
available whentheyneed t hem, 0 he said. iltdés been challenging, but wedr

teachers doing what they do best, o Mosgrove said.

At Chaparral, the Kids Korps has stepped in t o rentsaesencowwagedto Api ct
search through their pictures for photos of children who lost homes in the fire. There will be envelopes in the school offic e with
student sd names where photos can be placed, shmeesexpnl aihnee df.i r ehsh.c

people are going to miss are the things they cand6t replace, 0 se¢



