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Principal's Message 
 

Dear Shoal Creek Families, 

 

The first six weeks of school have gone very well; 

students and staff are settling into their daily 

routines and Shoal Creek is an exciting place to be!  

I hope you visit often and experience the magic of 

our community! 

 

By now, you should have received your childõs Star 

Testing Report. Congratulations to you, your 

children, and the Shoal Creek staff for continuing 

to show excellent results in the California 

Standards Test (CST).  While we are pleased that 

our Academic Performance Index (API) remains 

well above the national target of 800, we are 

concerned that our API did show an overall drop 

from 908 in 2008 to 895 in 2009.  We are analyzing 

the data to gain a better understanding of program 

strengths and areas for improvement and are 

dedicated to finding ways to help students reach 

their learning potential.  Teachers will be 

discussing plans for your childõs academic growth 

during conference week in November. 

 

School safety has been on my mind in recent weeks 

as I have tried to convey the importance of parking 

lot procedures through call-outs and conversations.  

Please take a moment to review the TRAFFIC 

GUIDELINES posted on our website as well as 

review the safety issues listed below: 

 

SCHOOL SAFETY DRILLS - Each year, we 

review our formal safety plan and procedures for 

responding to fire, lockdown, duck and cover and/

or evacuation with staff and students.  At school 
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sites across the district we practice three different 

types of safety drills regularly throughout the year. 

Fire drills are the simplest evacuation drills. When 

the alarm begins, everyone evacuates the buildings 

and proceeds to the northeast field where 

attendance is taken. Once all the buildings are 

checked and students are all accounted for, 

everyone is released to return to the classrooms. 

Earthquake preparedness occurs during our duck, 

cover, and evacuation drills. Initially, everyone 

takes cover under a desk, table or other safe place 

with their hands over their heads. When the 

announcement is broadcast, everyone evacuates to 

the northeast field. At that time, teams of staff 

members check the buildings, or simulate 

delivering first aid or a variety of other 

responsibilities necessary in the event of an actual 

emergency. During some drills, different scenarios 

such as student and staff injuries are simulated as 

well. Finally, lockdown drills are practiced in the 

event of an intruder or environmental hazard. 

These drills are subtly but seriously executed as 

well.  If you happen to be on campus during a 

drill, you will be expected to evacuate the facility 

with us. 

 

VISITOR SIGN IN - Just a reminderéwe need 

your help to ensure a safe campus.  Each and every 

time you visit campus, including accompanying 

your child to the playground before school, be sure 

to enter via the front office, sign in as a visitor, and 

wear the visitor badge.  Staff has been asked to 

redirect any adult on campus without a visitor 

badge to the front office.  Although we are very 

familiar with most Shoal Creek families, this is 

essential and we ask for your cooperation with this 

expectation.  We also ask that you remind your 

child to report anything about possible safety 

concerns to an adult on campus or to you at home.  

We are committed to doing everything we can to 

keep our children safe.  If you have any questions 

about our site emergency plan, donõt hesitate to 

call me at school.  Additional information about 

the district emergency preparedness plan can be 

found at powayusd.com. 

 

ANIMAL GUIDELINES - Although the area 

outside our gates is not specifically restricted by 

district policy, I do ask that you exercise caution 

and compassion when bringing your pets with you 

to drop off or pick up students, including Friday 

Flag attendance.  Some of our students are afraid 

of dogs and are unable to enter or leave the school 

when animals are present.  If you must bring your 

pet with you, please stay on the outskirts of the 

arrival/dismissal area and away from the view of 

our general school population. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Shoal 

Creek staff, students, and programs ð when we 

work together as a school community, there is no 

limit to the possibilities! 

Shoal Creek  

Family Fun Night  
 
Mark your calendars, dress up in your 

costumes and join us for a Family Dinner 
and Movie Night to be held on Friday, 
October 30th @ 5:30pm!  We will be 

showing the movie Bedknobs and 
Broomsticks which is a classic family G 

rated movie.  Pizza and beverages will be 
served before the movie at 5:30pm.  If you 

are interested in the movie only, the start 
time will be 6:30pm.  Although admission 
to the movie is free, space is limited and 

youõll need a ticket.  You can pick up your 
tickets before Friday Flag on October 9, 16, 

or 23.  Tickets can also be picked up on 
Tuesday, October 13 and Tuesday, 

October 20 after school.  We will have a 
table set up at these times.  Hope to see you 
there.  More information will 

be going out in the near future 
with regards to the presale of 

food, snacks, and beverages. 
 

Come and join us for  

a fun Family Night!  
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PTA Presidentõs   

Message 
 

Thank you to those of you who attended our first 

PTA Association meeting on September 16th.  Our 

PTA works hard to encourage and enhance the 

relationship between home and school, and parents 

and teachers.  By attending the meeting and voting 

to approve budgets and programs, you made a 

difference. 

 

If you were unable to attend the meeting, there are 

many other ways to get involved by joining PTA.  

Membership in the PTA is ongoing so please turn 

in your membership envelope.  You can make a 

positive impact at our school which benefits all 

children. 

 

Volunteering at the school will help keep you 

directly involved with your child(ren)õs education 

at the school.  Thank you to those of you who have 

turned in the volunteer form.  We really appreciate 

your help!  But, we are always in need of more 

people.  If you havenõt signed up for anything yet, 

weõll have ongoing volunteer needs throughout the 

school year.  For more information on volunteer 

activities please feel free to contact me.  Weõll find 

a good fit for you. 

 

If you are unable to volunteer, financially 

supporting the school will help keep you directly 

involved with your childõs education at the school 

as well.  By supporting Cash for Kids and the 

Holiday Gift Sale this month, you will be helping 

fund many activities, events and programs such as 

Harvest Festival, Book Fair, Reflections, Family 

Movie Night and so much more!  So far Cash for 

Kids has raised $11,000 and we have not reached 

our goal yet.  Thank you very much to those of 

you who have already supported Cash for Kids.  

For those of you yet to contribute, you still have 

time.  Please help us fund all the exciting programs 

for the school through your generous financial 

support. 

 

You DO make a difference. 

 

Julie Eisenbraun 

julie.scpta@san.rr.com 

HOLIDAY GIFT SALE 
Sept. 24 ς Oct. 16 

 

Have you checked out the catalogs yet?  
So many great things to choose from: 
Holiday Items, Jewelry, Home 
Accessories, Canvas Impressions & Hand 
Crafted items from around the world.   
40-50% all ALL sales go to educational 
programs, activities and events that 
PTA provides throughout the year:  
Instructional Aide * Impact Teacher * 
Harvest Festival * Classroom Supplies * 
School Tile Project * Educational 
Assemblies  and much, much more! 
 
Our goal: 
wŀƛǎŜ ϷмнƪΦ ¢I!¢Ω{ ONLY 4 ITEMS PER FAMILY so 
share it with family and friends. 
 
Student Incentives: 
Check out the prizes on the Prize Flyer and Ducky 
Coupon Days.  The more you sell, the more you 
WIN.   
 
Teacher Incentives: 
Each receives additional classroom supplies based 
on student participation. 
 
2 ways to Purchase: 
Use ORDER FORMS or SHOP ON-LINE - go to the 
Shoal Creek website www.powayusd.com/
PUSDSCES/ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ hǳǊ DǊƻǳǇέ 
link.    
 
Thank You for Your Support! 
 
Questions?  
Please contact Dayna Klock (619) 818-5968 
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Foundation Chairõs 

Message 

McTeacherõs Night will be held Friday, 

November 6th from 4 ð 7pm at the CMR 

McDonaldõs.  It is an exciting evening as 

teachers, staff and Foundation members work 

behind the counters and at the drive-through 

window so you wonõt want to miss it!   Come 

let your teacher serve you dinner!  We will be 

raffling off an iPod and other fun prizes so be 

sure to mark your calendars.   

 

Just a reminder to register your grocery club 

cards (Albertsons, Ralphs and Vons).  This is 

an easy way to earn money for the school.  Be 

on the lookout for a form on how to register 

and renew your cards.  Donõt forget to ask 

your family and friends to sign up too! 

 

Planning aheadé.work has begun for our 

annual Parentsõ Night Out.  It will be held 

Saturday, March 20th.  Invitations will go 

home in early March so plan on attending this 

popular evening at the nearby Bernardo 

Heights Country Club. 

 

Kristin Bradvica 

"Beauty is...."  
 

2009-2010 PTA Reflections Program packets 

are available in Mrs Kifer's room SC-8. The 

theme this year is Beauty Is... This is a great 

PTA sponsored program for your children. 

Your child has the freedom to express 

themselves in the following categories: Visual 

Arts, Literature, Musical Composition, Film 

Production, Photography and Dance 

Choreography.  

 

All original pieces must be turned into Mrs. 

Kifer's classroom SC-8 by Tuesday, October 

20, 2009. Any questions please feel free to call 

or email Francine Barton 858-676-0086 or 

geologymom@sbcglobal.net. 

Friday, November 6th from 
4 ɀ 7 pm 

!Ô ÔÈÅ #-2 -Ã$ÏÎÁÌÄȭÓ 
20% of sales donated back to 

Shoal Creek 

mailto:geologymom@sbcglobal.net
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Cash For Kids 
 

Weõre still collecting for our annual Cash 
for Kids fundraiser.  Making a donation 
will help to provide much needed basic 

support for your children, including 
classroom instructional aides, classroom 
supplies, arts programs, the variety show, 
family events and much more that make 

school educational and fun for our 
students.  If you havenõt already, please 
consider one of the following donations 

per student: 

 
$.25 per day=$45 
$.50 per day=$90 

$1.00 per day=$180 

Donõt forget to clip your Box 

Tops coupons and send them 

to school with your child.  We 
are now also collecting 

Campbellõs Labels (found on 

Chunky Chili, V8, Spaghetti 
Oõs, Select Harvest, Franco- 

American, Pepperidge Farm, and Prego).  All 
proceeds go to the PTA to fund school 
activities.  

Please bring in plastic bottles and 

aluminum cans from home and place in our 

recycling bins outside the school office.  We 
will be taking these to the recycling center 
for cash for our school.  Weõre also 

collecting empty ink cartridges.  We have 

boxes in each mall and in the office for 
collection.    Dance Clinic  

 

The Mt. Carmel Dance Troupe is hosting our annual 

dance clinic on October 9th-10th. Clinic participants 

will learn about dance technique, styles, and more. In 

addition to this, they will have the opportunity to 

perform with the Dance Troupe at a Varsity halftime 

football game on October 16th.  

 

The clinic is for Grades 2nd-8th and all levels are 

welcome. Our flier and registration form are in your school 

office. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you! 

 

Laurel Darcey 

Mt. Carmel Dance Troupe 

(858) 231-5171  

10th Annual 
 

Harvest Festival 
Saturday, October 17, 2009 

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 

Come and Enjoy 

 
¶ Fabulous food! (pizza, hamburgers, 

lumpia, nachos, caramel apples, popcorn, 
ice cream, and moreé) 

¶ Carnival rides (Mind Winder, Cyclone, 

Rock Climbing Wall, Obstacle Course) 
¶ Games and activities for all age groups 

¶ The Haunted House (ònon-scaringó times 
will be announced ð so all ages are 

welcome!) 
¶ Costume Parade & Contest 
¶ Carved Pumpkin Contest 

¶ Raffle Drawings  
 

Please return your pre-sale order form with 
payment (checks payable to Shoal Creek PTA)  

 
Thank you from the Shoal Creek Elementary 

PTA for your participation! 
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CHARACTER COUNTS! &  
RED RIBBON WEEK  

 

Shoal Creek Elementary is  
a School of Character!   

 
During the week of October 19 -23, we 

will raise student awareness as we rec-

ognize CHARACTER COUNTS! And Red 

Ribbon Week.  We will emphasize the 

Six Pillars of Character as part of an 

anti -drug abuse campaign. 

 
Our theme is:  ñShow Good Character 

by Being Drug Freeò 
 
Students can show their commitment to 

character beginning Saturday, October 17th at 
the Harvest Festival where we will have art-
work available for each student to contribute 

too.  Make sure to stop by the Character 
Counts table at the entrance to our school.  

Once complete, this artwork will be on dis-
play in our MPR.  Beginning Monday, Octo-

ber 19th we will kick off Spirit Week , dedi-

cating each day to a character trait and being 

drug free: 

 
Monday 
Monday Character Trait -- Trustworthiness 

 

òSock it to Unhealthy Activitiesó ð students 
show their support by wearing their craziest 
socks to school.  Each class will also receive pa-
perwork where they will collectively come up 
with a òcommitment to their designated charac-

ter trait and how they will honor it throughout the 
yearó ð these commitments will be published right 
here in future months. 

 

Tuesday 
Tuesday Character Trait -- Respect Yourself and 
others/Stay Drug Free 

 

 òTEAMó up for a Healthy Life ð students show 

their support against drugs by wearing their favor-
ite sports team logo.  Students can wear outfits of 
teams they have played on or college/professional 
teams that they like. 

 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Character Trait -- Be RESPONSIBLE 
for yourself, your actions and others.   

 

RED RALLY Day  ð Everyone wears RED .  This 
day will be dedicated to AWARENESS and Stay-
ing Drug Free  The top three classes with the most 

RED  both on students and in the classroom will 
win a prize!  Remember RED. 

 

Thursday 
Thursday Character Trait -- Be Fair & Care for oth-
ers around you.   

 

òPut a CAP on BAD choicesó ð students show 

their support by wearing their favorite hat both 
crazy and fun to school. 

 

Friday 
Friday Character Trait ð Citizenship 

 

Pillar Friday/Give Drugs the SLIP  ð each grade 

will wear their designated color to Friday Flag and 
their favorite pair of slippers to support how they 
can have òCharacter by being drug free!ó  (Make 
sure to pack an extra pair of shoes to change into 
after Friday Flag) 

 

Pillar Friday Colors, Please wear the 

following:  
 

Kindergarten ð Trustworthiness ð Blue 

1st Grade - Respect ð Yellow 

2nd Grade ð Responsibility ð Green 

3rd Grade ð Fairness ð Orange 

4th Grade ð Caring ð RED 

5th Grade ð Citizenship -- Purple 


