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Principal's Message 
 

Dear Shoal Creek Families, 

 

How quickly time has flown!  School has been in 

session over 10 weeks. We are approaching the end 

of the first trimester!  October was a particularly 

busy month at Shoal Creek with Book Fair, field 

trips, Fall Fundraiser, MAPs testing, Harvest 

Festival, Character Counts!/Red Ribbon Week, 

Halloween celebrations, and Family Movie Night.  

Thank you to all of the parents, community and 

staff members who worked tirelessly to make our 

special activities and events such a success. 

 

November is lining up to be just as busy as 

October!  This year, students will be dismissed at 

11:55 each day during November 16-20 so that 

parent-teacher conferences can be scheduled each 

afternoon.  This week is considered part of the 

required 180 school days and students will be 

actively engaged in academic studies each 

morning; it is important that students attend this 

week.  Our scheduled Thanksgiving Holiday is 

November 23-27.  Our districtõs school calendar 

was modified several years ago to provide 

extended breaks throughout the school year that 

allow families to take vacations without disrupting 

their childrenõs education. Please do not plan 

family vacations that conflict with the 180 school 

days. Family travel during the school year for 

several days and in many cases several weeks 

beyond the vacation schedule adversely affects 

your childõs performance in school.   
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PTA Presidentõs   

Message 
 

Wow!  October was very busy for everyone at 
Shoal Creek.  We started the month with the Fall 
Book Fair, organized by Shannon Clark.  This year 
the Book Fair was at the school library during 
classroom library time as well as during after 
school hours.  This change gave some students, 
who otherwise could not stay after school, the 
opportunity to participate in the Book Fair. 
 
Thanks to Dayna Klock, the Holiday Gift Sales 
fundraiser was brought back this year.  Because of 
all of you, the fundraiser was very successful.  
Please keep in mind, if you missed the opportunity 
to purchase something, you can always use the on-
line ordering link on the Shoal Creek website. 
 
It goes without saying that the 10th Annual Harvest 
Festival committee, chaired by Harish Divakaren 
and Deepa Suseelan out did themselves yet again 
this year by bringing us another great family event.  
Itõs amazing how many hours of planning go into 
pulling off this one event.  The DADS Club helped 
with the haunted house as well as event setup and 
clean-up.  With the help and support of many 

Shoal Creek families, it was a huge success enjoyed 
by all. 
 
This yearõs Community Concerns committee, 
chaired by Jen Carvajal and Kim Wetzker, 
collected donated food for our community during 
the Harvest Festival and during the month of 
October.  Thank you for your generosity.  If you 
were not able to give during the food collection, 
please plan to give during the Adopt-A-Family 
program in November. 
 
Character Counts was great fun and a learning 
opportunity for both the students and parents.  
Cydney Dixon and committee put together daily 
character trait activities and students decorated the 
Character Banners during the Harvest Festival, 
which were displayed during Character Counts 
week.  Students were also given red ribbons to 
display on the school fence to show their 
commitment to stay drug free and make healthy 
choices. 
 
So far Cash for Kids has raised ~$13,000 but we 

PTA Membership News  

 
A BIG thank you to all  of you who have turned 

in your PTA dues, and have become a valuable 

member of the Shoal Creek PTA!  By now you 

should have received your PTA Membership 

Cards and Legoland 2 for 1 coupons.  If you 

have not turned in your PTA dues, it's never too 

late--we welcome members all year long!  If by 

chance you have not received your "Thank You," 

or are in need of a PTA Membership envelope to 

turn in your dues, please don't hesitate to email 

Ester Berry at ester.pta@hotmail.com, or stop by 

the school office to pick up your "Thank 

You"   or an extra PTA Membership 

envelope.  Please join us at the upcoming PTA 

meetings on February 24 and April 21, 2010, and 

be sure to keep an eye out for important 

PTA member information that will be coming 

your way throughout the school year!   

 
PTA. . .Every Child, One Voice. 

Thank you all for coming out to 
the PTA Family Dinner and 
Movie Night.   An enjoyable 
evening was had by all! 
Thank you to all of our 
wonderful volunteers. Without 
you the event would not have 
been so successful. 

have yet to reach our goal.  Thank you very much 
to those of you who have already contributed to 
this program.  For those of you who have not 
contributed, contributions can be made anytime 
during the school year. 
 
Iõd like to THANK all the committee chairs for 
their hard work on these and other October events 
not yet mentioned.  The immense effort and time 
you give to the PTA programs along with your 
dedication to the school is amazing. 
 
Julie Eisenbraun 



Page 3 

 

Foundation Chairõs 

Message 

No need to cook on November 6thé.let the 

teachers do it for youé. McTeacherõs Night will be 

held Friday, November 6th from 4 ð 7pm at the 

CMR McDonaldõs. It is an exciting evening as 

teachers, staff and Foundation members work 

behind the counters and at the drive-through 

window so you wonõt want to miss it! Come let 

your teacher serve you dinner! We will be raffling 

off an iPod and other fun prizes. 

 

Work has begun for our annual Parentsõ Night Out 

so please mark your calendars for Saturday, March 

20th.  Invitations will go home in early March so 

plan on attending this popular evening at the 

nearby Bernardo Heights County Club.  

Congratulations to Joon Ong who won 2 free 

tickets to Parentsõ Night Out at Harvest Festival 

raffle. 

 

Thank you for returning your grocery club card 

forms allowing us the opportunity to renew them 

and earn money for the school.  If you have not 

already returned your form, please do so today.  

Please tell your friends and family to register their 

cards too!   

 

Kristin Bradvica 

Novemberôs character Trait is 

ñTrustworthinessò 
 

Trustworthiness 

What is Trustworthiness:  Be honest Å Donôt 

deceive, cheat or steal Å Be reliable ð do what 

you say youôll do Å Have the courage to do the 

right thing Å Build a good reputation Å Be loyal 

ð stand by your family, friends and country. 

 

Mr. Jones Kindergarten Class says: 

ñBe nice ï Do what people trust you to do and 

treat others the way you want them to treat you.ò  

Thank you to all of the students and parents who 
participated in our wonderful and successful 
Character Counts/Red Ribbon Week.  Our school 
was buzzing with school spirit and everyone enjoyed 
all of the fun each day while we continued to build 
our character and made good healthy choices.  We 
want to thank the San Diego Police K-9 Corp for 
coming to visit our school and for bringing their 
special canine helpers.   

Friday, November 6th from 
4 ɀ 7 pm 

!Ô ÔÈÅ #-2 -Ã$ÏÎÁÌÄȭÓ 
20% of sales donated back to 

Shoal Creek 
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40-50% of  all on-line sales go directly to 

Shoal Creek 
 

The Holiday Gift Sale has ended but you 

can continue to support our school and shop 
year round.  Choose from Jewelry, Bath/

Spa, Home Decor, Personalization Gifts, 

Eco-Friendly Items, Canvas Impressions, 
Magazines and much more for all your 

special occasions!   
 

ALL on -line sales will continue to help 
provide educational programs, activities, 

staff and family events that PTA provides 
throughout the year such as  an Instructional 
Aide, Impact Teacher, Classroom Supplies, 

School Tile Project, Educational Assemblies and 
our recent Harvest Festival.    

 

Go to the Shoal Creek website at 

www.powayusd.com/PUSDSCES/   

 Click on the green òSupport Our 

Groupó icon link  

 
Email this web link to family and friends 

anywhere in the country and they can shop 
online too.  Direct to Customer Delivery 

and free shipping if you spend $60 or more.    

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

If you purchased items from the 

Holiday Gift Sale CATALOGS, 

orders will be ready for pick up in 

the MPR on Friday, November 13th 

before and after school.   

 

Have questions? Please contact  

Dayna Klock (619) 818-5968 

 Bullying  
 
òWhether a child bullies another physically or joins 

in more subtle social meanness, a parent has a life 

lesson to impart.ó  Jane Clifford 

 

The article by Jane Clifford, Family Editor, in 

the Union Times on Saturday, October 6, 2007, 

is worth summarizing and sharing for those of 

you who missed it. 

 

Ms. Clifford asks the question, òDo you continue to 

ignore it (bullying) or do you follow your instincts and 

acknowledge that your child is a bully, confront your child and 

work on the problem?ó 

 

Social bullying is becoming much more common and 

extensive in our society.  It takes place in groups and 

among òfriends.ó  It is often subtle and difficult to 

detect.  It consists of excluding a child, gossiping, 

spreading rumors which may be true or untrue, taunting, 

teasing, belittling, name-calling, rude jokes, 

cyberbullying, and calling attention to physical or social 

shortcomings.  Oftentimes, school personnel and parents 

are not even aware of it.  In this kind of bullying there is 

an imbalance of power and control over others.  We 

may look at a child and think she is just òpopularó.  

Children need to report bullying so it can be addressed 

and stopped. 

 

What can you, as parents, do? 

 

¶ Investigate.  Get the whole story, not just one 

perspective. 

¶ Help the child identify the facts and why she reacted 

the way she did. 

¶ What are the underlying issues that put the child in 

the role of bully? Are there difficulties in school, 

family transitions or tension, needing to be friends 

with the popular or òinó group?  These are some 

possibilities.    

¶ What are some consequences for the bullying 

behavior?  These are necessary as well as an apology. 

 

Set an example for your children by not putting others 

down, criticizing or gossiping about others.  We need to 

model kind and respectful behavior.  Children need this 

as well as love, a good home, security, and education.   

 

As a parent, grow in wisdom and awareness of your 

childrenõs emotional needs.  They are precious! 

 

Jackie Cardinale, District Counselor 

SHOAL CREEK ON -LINE 

GIFT STORE IS OPENé 

Shop 24/7 all year long! 

http://www.powayusd.com/PUSDSCES/
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Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)  
 

Involves services for students whose cognitive needs 
may require modified classroom curriculum and 
instruction to accommodate their learning differences 
and ensure their achievement.  Parents may request 
GATE testing for students in grades 2-7. 
 
The Request Submission Window is   Oct 1-Nov 30, 
2009.  Complete an online consent form at  http://
www.po wayu sd . co m/D ep t s /LS S /GATE /
GATE_Request.pdf   or pick one up at the office. 

Navigating the Parent-

Teacher Conference 
 
Want to make sure your kids do well in life? Go back 

to school! When parents think of November, they 

usually think of Thanksgiving and the countdown to 

Christmas. But November is important for another 

reason: itõs a popular time for that foundation of 

educational success: the parent-teacher conference. 

 

So how can you make the most of it? We went 

straight to the source. Today, in celebration of 

American Education Week (November 15-21), we 

focus on the nitty gritty of the parent-teacher 
conference, with advice from the people who know it 

best: teachers. 

 

Number one on their list? Show up, please! òWe 

know parents are busy, but it is important to carve 

out time to invest in your childõs education and 

ensure success at school,ó said National Education 

Association President Reg Weaver. òTo get the most 

out of parent-teacher conferences, parents need to 

take an active role in their childõs education year-

round and come prepared to discuss how their child 

can reach their full potential.ó 

 

The National Educators Association is the largest 

educational organization in the country, representing 

3.2 million educators. Here are their tips for getting 

the most out of parent-teacher conferences. 

 

Get Ready. Do your homework prior to parent-

teacher conferences. Prepare by writing notes to 

yourself concerning: 

¶ Any questions about the schoolõs programs or 

policies. 

¶ Things you can share with the teacher about 

your child and his life at home. 

¶ Questions about your childõs progress. 

 

Ask Important Questions. Donõt be afraid to engage 

in a frank conversation with your childõs teacher. 

Your goal is to develop an action plan for your 

childõs success at school. Good questions to ask the 

teacher include: 

¶ What are my childõs strengths and weaknesses? 

¶ How does my child get along with classmates? 

¶ Is my child working up to her ability? Where 

could she use improvement? 

¶ What can we do at home to support what you 

are doing in the classroom? 

 

Initiate the Action Plan. Start immediately on the 

action plan you and the teacher put together. Discuss 

the plan with your child and track his progress. Stay 

in touch with your childõs teacher throughout the 
year with regularly scheduled òreport cardó 

conferences that can keep the communication lines 

open. 

 

òParents are the best resource for a child to make the 

grade,ó said Weaver. òWhen teachers and parents 

work together, we can help a 

child have a successful school 

year.ó 

 
These tips were provided by the 

National Education Association. 

(http://www.education.com/
magazine/article/

Ed_Navigating_Teacher/) 

In one month we collected 

$99.43 for recycling plastic 

bottles and aluminum 

cans.  Please keep sending 

those in! 

 

This month we will be 

sending in our first shipment 

of box tops.  We should be getting $400.00 for those 

box tops! 

 

We will also be sending in our first shipment of 

Campbellõs labels and Ink Cartridges. 

 

Please keep all these items coming and see how much 

we can make for Shoal Creek Elementary! 

 

Thank You!!! 
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2009 Harvest Festival 

   

Thank you to everyone who attended this yearõs Harvest Festival!  We look forward to 

seeing you again next year.   

2009 Harvest Festival  

Sponsors & Entertainment 
 

Special thanks goes to the following 

companies for sponsoring this yearõs event: 
 
Cold Stone Creamery (RB & La Jolla), Hamburger 

Factory, Betchayõs Pancit and Lumpia, 
McDonaldõs (CMR), Boston Market, Dadõs 
Firehouse Restaurant 
 

2009 Harvest Festival 

Thank you Shoal Creek for  

another Successful Year! 
 

On behalf of the Shoal Creek PTA, we would 

like to thank everyone involved in making this 

yearõs event another successful year!  So many 
people helped this year that we wish we could 

list you all by name.  From making posters & 
decorations, building the haunted house, setting 

up the booths, decorating, donating baked goods 

and candy, setting up, cleaning up and all the 
little details that go into putting together the 

Harvest Festival, we couldnõt have done it 

without you!  We hope you enjoyed the festival 
and will all help again next year. 

 
Weõd like to give a special thank you to our Harvest 

Festival Committee and their families.  It was their 

dedication and hard work that made it all happen:  

Christine Parrish (Tickets & Prizes), Christine 

Schaller (Food, Fliers), Dave Parrish (Haunted 

House), Debby Hopp (Food), Jeff Hayashi 

(volunteers), Josie Burye (Food, logistics, publicity), 

Kim Stauffer (Games), Kristin Bradvica (Food), 

Marie Nelson (Raffle) and Randy Hopp (Haunted 

House).   

 
Again this year, weõd like to thank the Shoal 

Creek K-Kids, Westview High, RB High, Del 
Norte High students, and the numerous other 

high school and middle school students who 

helped set-up, clean-up and run the booths this 
year.  Thank you to all of Shoal Creekõs students 

and staff for your help and support! 

 
Please help us thank our community partners for 

their generous donations to the festival and this 
yearõs raffle: Ackerman Family, Boston Market, 

Bradvica Family, Carmel Mountain Ranch Country 
Club, Chevyõs (CMR), Chiliõs (Scripps Ranch), Color 

Me Mine, Cold Stone Creamery (RB & La Jolla), 
Cruiser King, Dave & Busterõs of San Diego, Ladeki 
Restaurant Group, Legoland California, Mimiõs Caf®, 

Moniqueõs Skin Care, Nickel City, Pacific Southwest 
Railway Museum, Pat & Oscarõs (CMR), Ralphõs 

(CMR), Reuben H. Fleet Science Center, Ross, San 
Diego Automotive Museum, San Diego Chargers, San 

Diego Natural History Museum, Schaller Family, 
Souplantation, The Little Gym, Tutoring Club of 

Poway, Walmart, Walt Disney Resorts, Wings-n-
Things, Yak Academy and the Zoological Society of 
San Diego. 

 

Harish Divakaran & Deepa Suseelan,  Harvest 

Festival co-chairs 


