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September Calendar of Events 
 
1st Labor Day ï No School 
4th Foundation Meeting ï 5:40 pm (MPR) 
4th PTA Association Meeting ï 6 pm (MPR) 
4th Back to School Night 6:30-7:30 pm 
5th Friday Flag  - 8:30 a.m. (Rotunda) 
8th P.E. Equipment Campaign Begins 
11th PTA Board Meeting ï 6:00 p.m. 
15th Innisbrook Giftwrap Fundraiser Kickoff 
18th Foundation Meeting 6:30 p.m. (MPR) 
19th Friday Flag ï 8:30 a.m. (Rotunda) 
19th Principalôs Coffee ï 9:00 a.m. (MPR) 
19th Family Lunch ï 12-1:00 p.m. (Lunch area) 
26th School Pictures 
29th Professional Growth Day ï No School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principalõs Message 
 

Greetings Del Sur Explorers! We are off and running in our first 
year together! All of the staff at Del Sur is excited to be here 
and to have the opportunity to work with our wonderful 
students. We are looking forward to a memorable and 
productive year! Your children are fortunate to be working 
with a group of dedicated and caring professional educators.  
Every day we look forward to investing in the future of all of 
our students. Indeed, education is the key to a successful and 
fulfilling life.  
 
It was wonderful to see so many people from our community 
attend the Back to School picnic on August 15

th
.  This is an 

important way for our entire school community to meet one 
another as we embark on our first year together. I would like 
to thank our PTA for all of the dedicated hours these 
individuals put into making this event enjoyable.  Indeed, all of 
our volunteers will help make our school an outstanding place 
for students to learn and grow. Working together with parents 
ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ά!ƭƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
Learning ς ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ¢ŀƪŜǎΦέ 
 
We hope to see all of you at our Back To School Night event 
which will take place on September 4. The evening will begin 
in the multipurpose room at 5:45 pm when our Educational 
Foundation will share some information about the purpose of 
this important organization and some of their goals for the 
year. At 6:00 pm, our PTA will hold our first general meeting of 
the year. Following these two presentations, parents will be 
ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
teacher and to hear about the instructional practices, 
procedures, and curriculum plan for the year. This is a very 
important evening. Please mark this on your calendar.  
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At all Poway schools, we have a very important group on our site that helps to decide where the lottery money that our 
school receives should be spent. This is committee is termed our School Site Council. In addition to making budgetary 
decisions, this group also provides input to the principal on current issues including items related to school safety. We are 
in need of three parents to serve on this important committee. Please submit to me your name if you are interested in 
serving on this committee. We will then hold a vote for a final election of parents who will serve on our school site council. 
Please think about becoming involved in this important committee. Your voice is greatly needed.  
 
As we begin another academic year, parents it is important to develop a strong partnership with teachers. The importance 
of a strong working relationship between a child and the teacher is easy enough to understand. Keep in mind, however, 
that this is only half of the equation. Just as important to your childôs school success is the relationship that you, as a 
parent, cultivate with the teacher.  
 
You and your childôs teacher each have unique perspectives on your child and a wealth of information to share ï 
information that can be used to help your child capitalize on strengths, overcome obstacles, and thrive in the classroom. 
In addition, the teacher has access to data about your child that you may not be aware of, such as scores on achievement 
and aptitude tests and insights into your childôs learning styles.   As a result, it is critical not only to keep an open line of 
communication with the teacher ï but to create a solid working partnership. Here are five tips you can use as you build 
this partnership.  
 
There is no time like the present to introduce yourself to the teacher. Give the teacher a call early in the school year 
just to say hello. Many parents only call when a problem arises ï which is not a good way to get off on the right foot. By 
getting in touch early, you can share information and set a positive tone for the entire school year.  Use this conversation 
to talk about your childôs strengths, interests, and weaknesses. This will help the teacher as she plans instruction for your 
child. Also, be sure to give the teacher your contact information, as well as a list of times that are appropriate to call. 
Exchange phone numbers and, if possible, e-mail addresses.  
 
Put the parent-teacher conference on your calendar- and donôt miss it. Conference will be held on October 30

 
and 

31. Parent conference and other school-sponsored events are critical for staying informed about your childôs progress, 
viewing samples of your childôs work, and sharing ideas for improvement. As conferences are usually tightly scheduled, 
be sure to arrive on time ï or early ï to get the most out of the meeting.  Remember, one of the main purposes of the 
parent conference is to address your concerns. So, donôt feel as if you are putting the teacher out by asking questions. If 
you have specific questions, make a list beforehand. This will ensure all your concerns are addressed.  Also, donôt be shy 
if you have advice to offer about your child. No one knows your child better than you, and the teacher will benefit greatly 
from your ideas.  
 
Stay in regular contact with the teacher. You donôt have to wait for the parent-teacher conference to talk to the teacher. 
Whether you just want to touch base, see how your child is progressing, ask a question, or voice a concern, the teacher 
will always welcome your communication.  
 
If problems arrive, stay objective. There may be times when your child is struggling in the classroom, is having 
discipline problems, or simply has a personality conflict with the teacher. (It happens; teachers and students are human.) 
When problems such as these arise, itôs important to stay calm and give the teacher the benefit of the doubt. Get in touch 
with the teacher as soon as possible; ignoring the problem only makes them worse. Get the teacherôs perspective on the 
issue at hand, and work together to develop a solution.  If you and the teacher cannot come up with a mutual solution, 
then you may wish to take your concerns to the principal. However, keep in mind that itôs always best to try to solve the 
problem with the teacher first.  
 
Donôt be a stranger. Visit the classroom. One of the best ways to build a parent-teacher partnership-and show interest 
in your childôs learning-is to visit the classroom. While this can be difficult for working parents, even dropping by for lunch 
on occasion will be greatly appreciated by both your child and the teacher.  
 
Hopefully, some of these tips will be beneficial throughout the year as you build a positive relationship between the 
teacher and the parent.  
 
I am looking forward to a wonderful year.  
 
See you on campus.  
 
 
Doug Johnson  
 

 



 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

                  
 

Three άEŀǎȅέ ²ŀȅǎ ǘƻ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 
 

¢ƘŜ 5Ŝƭ {ǳǊ t¢! ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƛƭƭΩǎ .ƻȄ 
¢ƻǇǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ [ŀōŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ 
Education.  Simply collect product box tops 
and labels with the symbols shown above and 
put them in the collection box at the PTA 
display in the school lobby.  The PTA will 
submit all the labels for FREE STUFF for school. 
 
In addition, whenever you purchase anything 
at Office Depot, tell the cashier that your 
children attend Del Sur and the school will 
receive 5% cash back. 
 
¢ƘŜ ά9ǎŎǊƛǇέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΗ 

 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 

 

Please fill out the Volunteer Interest Sheet 

at Back to School Night.  We will be 

looking for people to help with various 

PTA programs as well as in the classroom 

and the workroom.  We can find the right 

task for you!!  Many hands make light 

work. 

 

Thank you for all your help.  

     Oqhmbho`kƍr Bneedd 

 

Please join Mr. Johnson for an informal 

Oqhmbho`kƍr Bneedd nmFriday, September 

16th at 8:45 a.m. in the multi-purpose room 

for a discussion about school issue and 

dudmsr- Sgd enbtr ne sghr lnmsgƍr bneedd hr

our Elementary Foundation.  Mr. Johnson 

enjoys hearing from the parents in these 

coffees.  Plan on joining him if you have 

some time. 

RUNNING CLUB 2008 ï 2009 
 
What is running club?  
Running club is a fun activity that takes place 
during regularly scheduled morning recess on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays (weather permitting). 
 
Who can participate? 
It is open to all kindergarten through fifth graders.  
The students meet at the lower field and are 
supervised by a PTA Volunteer. 
 
How does my child sign up? 
A sign up sheet will be posted in each K-5 class at 
Back to School Night on Thursday, September 4

th
 

6:30-7:30 p.m.  Parents, please sign the roster if 
you would like to allow your child to join us. 
 
When does it start? 
We will begin Tuesday, September 16

th
.  Children 

run, jog or walk laps.  The laps are totaled monthly, 
and ñtoe tokensò are awarded as the children reach 
the 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 mile marks.  These tokens 
are awarded during the monthly assembly.  For the 
serious runners, awards are presented at the 50, 
75 and 100 mile levels! 
 
Please remember to sign the permission sheet 
in your childôs classroom at Back to School 

Night.   

LETėS HAVE A GREAT 

YEAR RUNNING!  

    

HEALTH OFFICE NEEDS CLOTHING  

 
The Del Sur Elementary School Health Office is in need 
of used clothing.  If your child has outgrown some items 
and they are still in pretty good shape we will put them 
to good use.  We need items such as shorts, jeans, t -
shirts, sweat shirts, underwear and socks for students 
grades K -5.  Donations can be dropped off at the school 

office.  Thank you.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx
http://www.officedepot.com/;jsessionid=0000dL4YnlsWhBIPtQBYGjDfHlX:13ddq0sic


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       
INNISBROOK GIFTWRAP FUNDRAISER 

Innisbrook gift wrap sales begin September 15th and will conclude on September 29th.  The theme will 
be ñDonôt Monkey Around with the Environmentò.  This is our major fundraiser for the year, so we 

would love to have as many people participate as possible.  We will have a kick off assembly on the 
15th and packets will go home with the children that day.   

 
A display of the items to be sold will be placed in the foyer of the school.  If you have any questions 

about the fundraiser please contact alice@torreyhighlands.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday Flag 
 
Parents, please plan on joining us at our 
Friday Flag assemblies, every other Friday 
morning at 8:30 a.m.  All of us begin our 
day in an all school assembly at the 
rotunda.  The purpose of this assembly is 
to gather together as a school community 
to salute our flag and our country, to 
discuss school-wide issues, and to honor 
various students for some of their 
accomplishments.  In addition, we also 
spend time talking about one of the 
character pillars.  The event is open to all. 

 

PICTURE DAY 
 

School pictures are just around the 
corner.   

Mark your calendars for FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 26TH.  No payment is 
due on picture day.  Proofs will be 

sent home for you to look over; you 
can purchase on-line or with a check. 

Make up pictures will be taken on 
October 3rd. 

Student Directory 
 

Del Sur PTA will be publishing a Student Directory.  In order to be included in the directory, you must fill 
out the Student Directory form available at your childôs First Day Packet or Back to School Night.  
Additional copies will be available in the office.  The deadline to submit information about your child for 
the directory or purchase a copy of the student directory is September 19, 2008.  Copies of the 
directory are only $3.00 each payable to Del Sur elementary PTA. 
 
The directory is published to give Del Sur families a valuable resource to help parents and students 
communicate with each other regarding classroom and school events, homework questions, play dates, 
carpooling, birthday party invitations, etc.  If you have any questions please contact Alice Wang 
alice@torreyhighlands.com. 
 

 

mailto:alice@torreyhighlands.com
mailto:alice@torreyhighlands.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SHOW YOUR EXPLORER SPIRIT! 
 

Students wear green on Mondays to 
support the character pillar 

άwŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ 
 

On Fridays, wear ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
colors.  For example, our 5th grade 

students will be associated with UCLA this 
year.  It would be great if they would wear 

blue or gold on Fridays. 

  PARKING & TRAFFIC FLOW REMINDERS  

 
V Please be cautious when driving near the school and follow all 

procedures of state law.   
V If you are dropping off or picking up your child in the loading 

and unloading zone, please do not leave your car.  This is an 
area of drop off or pick up your child only.  Please form a single 
file so that your child enters your car from the sidewalk.  All 
cars in this area need to continue to move forward then leave 
the school through the far exit. 

V When crossing the street in the parking lot, please use the 
marked blue crosswalk before and after school. 

V Children are not allowed to step off the curb or cross the street 
unless accompanied by an adult.   

V In front of the school, please use the crosswalks on Paseo Del 
Sur and obey all safety street rules. 

V Do not enter the bus drop off circle located off the Paseo Del 
Sur.  This area is for buses only. 

 
Thank you in advance for helping to keep all of children safe as they 
arrive and leave our school on a daily basis. 

  The Del Sur Elementary PTA will sponsor a PE Equipment Campaign Kick-Off on September 
8, 2008.   We are asking parents to support the PE program by donating various PE equipment 
items, such as bowling pins, tennis balls, scrimmies, etc.  The PE Equipment will help support our 
physical education program and keep our kids active at school.  There will be a list of equipment 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƻȅŜǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘǘ {ŜƭƭŀǊǎΣ ±t 
Programs with questions at sellarsfam3@msn.com.    
 

Character Counts! 

Our children today face a challenging world that is getting smaller every day.  Modern technology and communication 

keep us informed at the touch of a finger.  It takes courage, personal fortitude and character to do well and to survive the 

demands mad upon us daily.  Pressure to succeed and compete is strong.  Our children are required to make difficult 

ethical decisions.  In light of this we will continue to integrate a òCharacter Counts!ó program in the Poway Schools.  This 

enhances existing programs of òSteps to Respectó, òSecond Stepó and òCollege In Your Futureó.  We have achieved a 

common language in all of the schools with behaviors and attitudes of Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, 

Caring and Citizenship among students and staff. 

 

We want and can make a difference in the world.  This framework makes a difference in the lives of our children, families 

and communities.  Our children are our future.   

 

Using the acronym T.R.R.F.C.C. (Terrific) will help us to remember the character traits. 

 

ÅTRUSTWORTHINESS:  Be honest, reliable and have the courage to do the right thing.  Build a good reputation and 

    be loyal to family, friends and country. 

ÅRESPECT:  Treat others the way you want to be treated.  Practice the Golden Rule.  Be tolerant.  Use good manners.  

   Be considerate of othersõ feelings, solve problems peacefully.  

ÅRESPONSIBILITY:  Do what you are supposed to do, persevere, use self-control, and think before you act.  Be  

   accountable for your choices. 

ÅFAIRNESS:  Play by the rules, take turns and share.  Listen to anotherõs perspective and donõt blame others. 

ÅCARING:  Be kind and help others.  Think of other peopleõs feelings.  Be thankful for what others do for you. 

ÅCITIZENSHIP:  Do your share to make your school and community better.  Obey the laws and rules.  Protect the  

    environment. 

Together parents and the school educate the whole child.  We, with your support, are committed to doing just that.   

 

Weõre off to another great school year!  Your school counselor is here to help. 

Mardi Johnson 

 

 

 

mailto:sellarsfam3@msn.com
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