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A Time for ThanksA Time for ThanksA Time for ThanksA Time for Thanks    
    

             As we begin our Thanksgiving Break, I want to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to the many volunteers on our PTA Board. Many of our volunteers 
work on positions throughout the year and deserve a great deal of thanks:  
• Jenn Madigan, our Treasurer, and Holly Sepa, our Financial Secretary,   
       who spend many hours each week keeping track of our finances 
• Jennifer Cavendish, our Echoes editor, who does a great job putting  
       together this newsletter each week 
• Lindsay Klemaske, who spent many hours processing all of our  
       membership forms 
• Karin Campbell, who keeps our bulletin board fun and informative 
• Julie Bigelow, who has been working hard coordinating our Character  
      Counts! program 
• Stephaine Hudson, who has been busy booking all our Parent Education  
       Nights for the year, as well as coordinating our Partners in Print evening 
• Mike Madigan, who stays busy keeping our website up to date 
• Melissa Lind and April Zauri, who coordinated our fantastic Ohana Luau 
• Dana Clarkson, who put together our wonderful school directory. 
 

Thank you to all these volunteers and to everyone who shares their time to make 
Deer Canyon a fantastic place for our children to learn and grow! 
             Have a great Thanksgiving break! 

~ Kris Hernandez~ Kris Hernandez~ Kris Hernandez~ Kris Hernandez 

Coming Soon :Coming Soon :Coming Soon :Coming Soon :    
 

 
Nov. 23-27     Thanksgiving 
                                Recess ~ 
                                NO SCHOOL 
Nov. 30              Adopt-a-Family 
                                program begins 
Dec. 3                 4th Grade Music  
                                Performance ~ 
                                6:00 p.m. 
Dec. 4,  18         Used Book       
                                Exchange & Ice 
                                Cream Sales~ 
                                  2:15 p.m. 
Dec. 4                 Holiday             
                                Bazaar  
                                5:30-8:30 p.m.. 
                                &  Children’s  
                                Gift  Shop 
                                8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., 
                                     5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 10               Adopt-a-Family 
                                gifts are due 
Dec. 10               Choir                   
                                Performance ~ 
                                6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 17                5th Grade Band 
                                Concert ~  
                                     8:15 a.m. 
Dec. 17                PTA Board Mtg. 
                                9:00 a.m. 
Dec. 22~Jan. 1 
                                Winter Break ~ 
                                NO SCHOOL 
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 Get in the holiday spirit on Get in the holiday spirit on Get in the holiday spirit on Get in the holiday spirit on     
Friday, December 4th Friday, December 4th Friday, December 4th Friday, December 4th     
at Deer Canyon PTA’s 4th annual at Deer Canyon PTA’s 4th annual at Deer Canyon PTA’s 4th annual at Deer Canyon PTA’s 4th annual     

   Holiday Shopping Bazaar    Holiday Shopping Bazaar    Holiday Shopping Bazaar    Holiday Shopping Bazaar     
            5:30 to 8:305:30 to 8:305:30 to 8:305:30 to 8:30 p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m.    

                                                                        Winter Wonderland Shop Winter Wonderland Shop Winter Wonderland Shop Winter Wonderland Shop     
                                       8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.            8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.            8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.            8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.     
                                                                &  5:30 to 7:30 p.m.    &  5:30 to 7:30 p.m.    &  5:30 to 7:30 p.m.    &  5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 



                                                                      Adopt  Adopt  Adopt  Adopt----aaaa----Family Helps Family Helps Family Helps Family Helps     
                                                                      PUSD & Deer Canyon   PUSD & Deer Canyon   PUSD & Deer Canyon   PUSD & Deer Canyon     
                                                                      Families in Need  Families in Need  Families in Need  Families in Need  
 

             We need your support of Adopt a Family this year more than ever 
before!  This year, we will be adopting four PUSD families in need, as well 
as one very special family that is a part of our Deer Canyon community.  
The families we adopt over this holiday season are counting on our 
generosity to bring a little relief to their lives. 
             The courageous Dang family was featured in Echoes two weeks 
ago.  KaSandra Dang would have been a 5th grader at Deer Canyon this 
year, but sadly she has been diagnosed with Rhabdomyosarcoma, an 
aggressive brain tumor.  For the next four months, KaSandra will be 
undergoing treatment at the City of Hope in Los Angeles, a leading 
comprehensive cancer institute.  While KaSandra‘s family is hopeful that 
this treatment will save her life, the long hospitalization so far from home 
places a hardship on her mother, sister and brother.  What would help 
them most at this time are gas gift cards (for those long drives to Los 
Angeles), and gift cards to family restaurants, Target, Walmart, as well as 
grocery store cards to help defray the cost of temporary housing in Los 
Angeles.  
             In addition to the Dang family, we’ll be adopting four other PUSD 
families.  As you may recall from previous years, Palomar Council PTA 
identifies families within PUSD that have financial difficulties. Many of them 
are single moms with children who often don’t get enough to eat, 
especially between paychecks. We also have many families that have lost 
their jobs. There are individual stories for each family that prove how hard 
they are trying to make ends meet, regardless of their situation. 
             These families usually acquire their clothing from friends, family or 
make purchases at the thrift stores. And though there is nothing wrong 
with that, it is such a great pleasure for them to receive a brand new outfit!  
Many times, as we deliver these gifts, we are greeted with tears of joy as 
families see new clothing and grocery gift cards or something they never 
could have afforded to purchase for their children.  
             A Giving Tree will be set up near the front gates of the school 

on the Monday after Thanksgiving break, November 30. It will have gift 
tags which you can sign up for and take with you while you do your holiday 
shopping. Please return all gifts to the collection box in the office by 

Thursday, December 10th. We request that all gifts be unwrapped with 
the gift tag securely attached to help us identify the recipient. Please 
include a gift receipt whenever possible, and you may substitute an 
appropriate gift card in place of any item. Gift cards in increments of $25 
are preferred, but any amount is appreciated. 
             Thank you for your support and generosity. If you have any 
questions, please contact Jeanne Wang at gwang2@san.rr.com. 

Jeanne Wang & Janet Lim ~ Jeanne Wang & Janet Lim ~ Jeanne Wang & Janet Lim ~ Jeanne Wang & Janet Lim ~     
Community Concerns CoordinatorsCommunity Concerns CoordinatorsCommunity Concerns CoordinatorsCommunity Concerns Coordinators    
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Box Top Box Top Box Top Box Top     
Container Winners Container Winners Container Winners Container Winners     
              After a difficult judging, Mrs. 
Worthington and the office staff 
selected two primary-grade and two 
upper-grade containers that best 
displayed this year’s underwater/sea 
theme. Congratulations to the winning 
classes:   
*  Mrs. Leibowitz & Mrs. Scheffers’   

   1st grade class 

*  Mrs. Swalley’s 2nd grade class 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*  Mrs. Lancaster’s 5th grade class 

*  Ms. Simms’ 5th grade class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Each of these winners will receive 50 
BoxTops to place in their containers. 
              All classes will be competing 
with one another to see who can 
collect the most BoxTops from now 
until the end of the school year. 
Monthly morning announcements will 
let everyone know which three 
classrooms are in the lead.  Ask your 
family and friends to clip BoxTops, 
and send them into your child's 
classroom where they will be placed in 
the decorated containers.  
              BoxTops earn money for our 
school, and the classes that collect 
the highest number of BoxTops will 
enjoy a special treat at the end of the 
year. 
              A big THANK YOU goes to 
everyone who sent in containers, and 
to Gail Bigelow and all the Art 

Docents for their time assisting the 
classes in decorating their containers.  

Jeanne Gage ~ Jeanne Gage ~ Jeanne Gage ~ Jeanne Gage ~     
BoxTops CoordinatorBoxTops CoordinatorBoxTops CoordinatorBoxTops Coordinator    Happy Thanksgiving! 



Principal’s Message:Principal’s Message:Principal’s Message:Principal’s Message:    

National American Indian National American Indian National American Indian National American Indian     
Heritage MonthHeritage MonthHeritage MonthHeritage Month 
 

             During the month of November, we are especially aware of how 
American Indians helped the Pilgrims survive their first years in America. 
That  was  the  beginning  of  Native  Americans’  contributions  to  the 
development of this country. Today, the list of Native Americans who hold 
public office, head corporations, and contribute to our culture could fill 
volumes. 
             Among the earliest proponents of an American Indian Day was Dr. 
Arthur C. Parker of the Seneca Nation. Parker was the director of the 
Rochester Museum and Science Center in Rochester, New York. In 1915, 
he persuaded the Boy Scouts of America to have a day for the first 
Americans. 
             The  year  before,  Red  Fox  James,  a  Blackfoot  Indian,  rode 
horseback from state to state, seeking approval for such a day. He 
presented endorsements of 24 state governments at the White House. No 
action was taken, but individual states, including New York and Illinois, 
celebrated the day beginning in 1919. 
             In 1990, President George H.W. Bush approved a joint resolution 
of Congress designating November of that year as the first National 
American Indian Heritage Month. Similar proclamations have been issued 
each subsequent year. 
             To  view  examples  of  Indian  history  and  artifacts,  visit  the 
Smithsonian  Institute’s  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  in 
Washington, D.C. It covers four acres adjoining the National Air and Space 
Museum and the National Gallery of Art. 
 

~ Terry Worthington~ Terry Worthington~ Terry Worthington~ Terry Worthington    
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Character Counts!Character Counts!Character Counts!Character Counts!    

CITIZENSHIPCITIZENSHIPCITIZENSHIPCITIZENSHIP    
 

             The students at Deer Canyon 
are celebrating the Pillar of 
Citizenship today. So... what exactly 
is Citizenship? Citizenship involves 
how we ought to behave as part of a 
community. Good citizens don't only 
know and obey the laws; they also 
volunteer and stay informed about 
the issues of the day so that they can 
be better members of a self-
governing democratic society. They 
do more than their “fair” share to 
make society work -- they give more 
than they take and do their part to 
make their community a better place 
to live.   
             How can you be a good 
citizen? Do your share to make 

your school and community better 

• Cooperate • Get involved in 

community affairs • Stay informed; 

vote • Be a good neighbor • Obey 

laws and rules • Respect authority 

• Protect the environment. 
             This year, Deer Canyon 
students will once again have an 
opportunity to be active in D.C. Kids, 
a community service outreach in 
which our students can have a direct 
impact on the surrounding 
community. In honor of the 
Citizenship Pillar, the student body 
had an opportunity today to vote on 
which service project they would like 
to accomplish first. 
             We ask that you emphasize 
at home the importance of taking an 
active role in the school and 
surrounding community.  Thank you! 

 

Julie Bigelow  ~ Character Julie Bigelow  ~ Character Julie Bigelow  ~ Character Julie Bigelow  ~ Character 
Counts!  CoordinatorCounts!  CoordinatorCounts!  CoordinatorCounts!  Coordinator 

 
 

                                    Did You Know... ?     Did You Know... ?     Did You Know... ?     Did You Know... ?     
              

             Several of our classes have student artwork from the Arts Attack 
program posted at www.artsonia.com.  If you purchase any of the 
products with your child's artwork on it from the Artsonia website, Deer 
Canyon receives 15% of the purchase price.  
             The holidays are right around the corner, and some of these items 
would make great gifts for grandparents and relatives!  

GATE Testing ReminderGATE Testing ReminderGATE Testing ReminderGATE Testing Reminder 
              If you would like to have your child evaluated for Gifted and 
Talented Education (GATE) services, remember to submit your request 

no later than Monday, November 30th.  Complete the  GATE Parent 

Questionnaire/ Test Consent form online 
(www.powayusd.com/Depts/LSS/GATE) or in the school office.  Testing 
will take place at Deer Canyon between January 11th and January 14th.   
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                                   Eat,  Shop,  Be Merry...    Eat,  Shop,  Be Merry...    Eat,  Shop,  Be Merry...    Eat,  Shop,  Be Merry...     
                                   &  WIN  PRIZES!    &  WIN  PRIZES!    &  WIN  PRIZES!    &  WIN  PRIZES!     
 

             In case we haven't given you enough reasons to come check out Deer 
Canyon PTA's 4th annual Holiday Shopping Bazaar, here is one more. We 
will be holding an Opportunity Drawing throughout the evening, with chances 
to win many fabulous prizes donated by our vendors. A full list of the prizes 
that have been donated is posted on the bulletin board by the front gate, but 
here is just a sample:  
             Dani's Designs ~ 1 large therapeutic shoulder pack and 1 eye pack 
                                       (Total Value $36)  
             Diane's Home Baked Goodies ~ Assortment of Baked Goodies     
                                       (Value $1-7)  
             Jack and Jill Handmade Scarves, Etc. ~  Purse   (Value $20)  
             Pillow Head ~  Small Pillow Blanket (Value $35)  
             Private Quarters Linens ~ Plush Throw  (Value $50)  
             ll Things Girly ~ Chargers Blanket  (Value $20)  
             Balanced Body Pilates  ~ Pilates Session (Value $75)  
             Jewelry by Christina ~  Set of 5 Silver Bracelets  (Value $25)  
This is just a partial list of the many wonderful prizes available. Drawing tickets 
will be sold at the event for $1 per ticket, or $3 for 5 tickets. Good luck!  
             The Holiday Shopping Bazaar is a fund raiser for Deer Canyon PTA, 
so please be sure to come out and support the fabulous vendors who are 
making this event possible. We'll see you on Friday, December 4th, from 

5:30- 8:30 p.m. in the MPR!  
 

Danielle Ritchie, Janet Lim & Michelle Nisly ~ Danielle Ritchie, Janet Lim & Michelle Nisly ~ Danielle Ritchie, Janet Lim & Michelle Nisly ~ Danielle Ritchie, Janet Lim & Michelle Nisly ~     
Holiday ShoHoliday ShoHoliday ShoHoliday Shopping Bazaar Coordinatorspping Bazaar Coordinatorspping Bazaar Coordinatorspping Bazaar Coordinators    

Moms In TouchMoms In TouchMoms In TouchMoms In Touch    
 

             Attention Moms!  Do you worry about your children?  Come 
experience how you can replace your anxiety and fear with peace and hope by 
praying with other moms.  Moms In Touch International gathers mom together 
to pray specifically and scripturally for our children, teachers, staff, and school.  
Won’t you consider joining us in prayer for this next generation?  An initial 
gathering is planned for Monday, November 30th from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. at 
13391 Bavarian Drive.  Please contact me at jmkelly4@gmail.com  or 240-
7323 for more information about our local group.  For more information about 
Moms In Touch International, visit www.MomsInTouch.org. 

Jennifer Kelly Jennifer Kelly Jennifer Kelly Jennifer Kelly     

    
      Choir      Choir      Choir      Choir    
      Performances      Performances      Performances      Performances    
             Come one, come all to our 
Thursday, December 10th premier 
of Rudolph, the Red Nosed 

Reindeer.  This musical is brought to 
you by the Deer Canyon Superstar 
Choir.  The show will begin at 6:30 

p.m. in the MP Room, and it is free 
for all!  We’ll have flowers and candy 
bouquets you can purchase for the 
performers.  
             There will be a second 
showing at an all-school assembly on 
Friday, December 11th at 1:30 p.m.   
  

Gail Bigelow ~ Gail Bigelow ~ Gail Bigelow ~ Gail Bigelow ~     
Choir CoordinatorChoir CoordinatorChoir CoordinatorChoir Coordinator 

 

4th Grade 4th Grade 4th Grade 4th Grade 
Music Music Music Music     
PerformancePerformancePerformancePerformance    
             This year’s “new and 
improved”  Foundation-funded 
classroom music program continues 
to be fun and educational!  For the 
past six weeks, all Deer Canyon 4th 
graders have had the opportunity to 
work with our talented music 
teacher, Mrs. Thompson.  Come 
hear our 4th graders sing songs 
from the Gold Rush on Thursday, 

December 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in the 
MP Room. 

 

The The The The 2009200920092009----10 Deer Canyon Student 10 Deer Canyon Student 10 Deer Canyon Student 10 Deer Canyon Student 
Directories Directories Directories Directories were sent home today were sent home today were sent home today were sent home today 
(one per family).  Check your child’s (one per family).  Check your child’s (one per family).  Check your child’s (one per family).  Check your child’s 
backpack!backpack!backpack!backpack!    
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Deer Canyon PTA 
13455 Russet Leaf Lane 
San Diego, CA  92129 


