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Abraxas receives student services grant

By Pat Kumpan

A $238.169 grant from Alliance
Healtheare Foundation of San Diego
will keep a student services program
alive for Abraxas High School students
for another three years.

“When schaol officials watched their
student services budget dwindle with-
qui hope of being revitalized in late
spring, they knew, that the motivating
activities that keep kids in school were
destined for elimination, according to
Principal Dan Lopez.

#We couldn’t let that happen
berause it's one of the reasons that test
scores are up and more students are
eraduating.” Lopez said.

‘Lopez, along with educators Kathy

Kasich, Mary Jo Utterback and vet-

eran srant wrter Sharon Jahn. hegan
{0 'search for non-profits and other
agencigs that cadild help keep the vital
program going,

They knew that health education,
mentoring, ene-on-une counseling and
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intervention services not only provide
ai-risk students with a better outlook
on life, but educators who provide the
services keep those students focused
on academics — and life beyond high
school, Lopez said. :
Attendance rates at Abraxas have
jumped dramatically from fi9.5 percent
in the 2003-2004 school year to 85.7
percent in the 2004-2005 school year.
Ninety one students graduated in
the 2004-2005 school year compared
to 61 the previous school year, and

“while it might not seem a substantial

trend to some, it downright " mon-
mental” at Abraxas, Lopez said.

Studenis get transferred to the
continuation school for all sorts of
ressons: behavior, drug and alcohol
use, plummeting grades, or, in some
cases, because traditional schools
can’t accommodate flexible schedules
far those who are pursuing Olympic
careers or other goals.

Olympic skater Todd Eldridge was |
one of those students' who needed to

 lengthy homeroom period for st 2
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attend Abraxas so he could keep up
with early moming sessions at ice
rinks and skating competitions.

Many PUSD students get 4 seconid
chance at Abraxas and discover they
can finish their schooling and enter
either the work force or reach for a
college degree, instead of drapping out
of school, aceording to Lopez.

Team the efforts of student ser-
vices, which is coordinated by Kathy
Kosich, along with a “block™ schedule
a1 (week session with a two week
break — imitiated more than a year
auo and students have mons reasons (o

Plese see Grant page A12.
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! sty in school, she said.

#They get two core classes pli &

| mentoring and other class prepats.on
in a welcoming environment.” k- h

said, “There's a sense of accom'™ "
ment.” i

School takes on a wholenew n-
ing when you want to Come 1o b =,
complete homework and see whll
that feads, Lope: said, i

Ahravas, a conlinuation schin
the Poway Unified School Disir.i, is
the only PUSD school to receive the
Smclent Alliance for Education grant,
known as SAFE, according to 1opez.

Mbraas gualified first for an emer-
sency $25.000 SAFE grant that kepl
counseling, imtervention, mentoring
and other health education services
Between June and late August avail-
able Tor the 300 1o 400 smdents altend-
g Abraxas.

Adter the SAFE program along with
student services efforts were evaluated,
peenits indicated that siudents’ resilien-
oy improved while reports of violence
and bullving on campus decreased -
AmOng program participants.
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