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Poway Unified Test Results Show Growth in Student Performance 

 
 
The Poway Unified School District is pleased to report that the just-released California Smarter Balanced 

Summative Assessment results show the overall growth in student performance on this state-wide test 

is positive across the District when compared to the first year of results released in 2015. The assessment, 

which was administered to over 18,000 students this past spring, saw larger numbers of students in all 

grade spans achieving the state goal of “Met or Exceeded State Standards.”  Overall 76% of students in 

English Language Arts and 67% of students in math met this goal. To see or search the results go here. 

 
The most significant gains occurred in English Language Arts which saw 3% more of the district’s students 

who were tested move into the category of achieving standards.  This represents over 800 students 

when compared to the previous year’s Smarter Balanced assessment.  In mathematics, 2%, or over 600 

more students were identified as met or exceeded state standards. This is especially noteworthy as the 

assessment was designed to represent the challenging new standards which focus more instruction in 

writing, problem solving and reasoning skills.   

 

http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/


A primary goal of the District has been to increase the achievement of students in specific student groups. 

To this end, on the English Language Arts assessment, the percentage of the District’s African American 

Students attaining proficiency grew by 8% and Latino students by 7%. Students who receive federal 

assistance through the National School Lunch Program also showed gains with 5% more students scoring 

“Met or Exceeded State Standards.”    

 
In both Mathematics and English Language Arts the district noted the largest gains in grades 3 and 8.  

Students in grade 3 take the test for the first time and in this grade level, the number of students who 

scored in the proficient ranges grew by 6% in English Language Arts.  In Grade 8, over 8% more students 

scored in the proficient range in English Language Arts and 9% more students in mathematics. PUSD 

Executive Director of Learning Support Services, Eric Lehew explained, “What is significant when looking 

at these results is that the gains were at the highest level of performance, with many more students 

scoring in the top range of ‘Exceeding Standards.’ Historically our district focuses on challenging our 

students so that each student can achieve at the highest levels.” 

 
This fall Poway Unified teachers will use these results to determine instructional improvements and assist 

students who are not yet meeting standards.  PUSD Acting Superintendent Dr. Mel Robertson noted the 

commitment of Poway staff to using data for improvement: “The use of these scores is part of a larger 

effort of looking at data for the right purpose. Our teachers do a great job of using these results and as 

importantly their own site and classroom based assessments to make adjustments to their instruction, 

not only each fall, but throughout the year. These results are a strong indication of the benefits of that 

work, and the team commitment we have in our District, working with parents, teachers and school staff 

to meet our goal of success for each student.” 

For help understanding student test scores, go here. 
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http://testscoreguide.org/ca/

