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Poway Unified’s Creekside Elementary School Named 2016 National Blue Ribbon 
School 

 
Today, U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King recognized Poway Unified School District’s 
Creekside Elementary as a National Blue Ribbon School. Secretary King made this 
announcement online via video found here.  
 
Creekside Principal Christine Donnelly and her team of staff, students and families shared the 
news this morning during a school announcement and will host a celebration during their 
Friday Flag assembly on October 7th at 9 a.m. 
 
In presenting their school to the United States Department of Education during the rigorous 
application process, Creekside highlighted their mission: Creekside Elementary School is a 
community of lifelong learners committed to high academic achievement and respect for all, in 
an environment that fosters responsibility, collaboration, communication, and celebrations. 
 

Every Student. Every Day. We want to make school special for our 
students. Visitors and parents constantly comment on both the beauty of the 
campus and the welcoming staff. The school opened in 2001 with a vision for the 
future and a goal to prepare our students to be productive citizens who will enjoy 
successful careers.  
 
Our upper grade students are each provided with an iPad that goes home daily to 
allow students to drive their own learning and produce awesome projects.  Staff, 
parents, and students have come together to create a positive learning 
environment that provides numerous opportunities for all children to experience 
rigor and relevance – built upon strong relationships. We are a high-achieving 
school and continually push ourselves to find new strategies to meet the needs of 
all students.   
 
Our PALs (Peer Assisted Learning) reading program matches first graders with 
fourth and fifth graders two mornings a week before school in the library to 
practice reading skills.  It is a simple program with great results - the PALs first 
graders show growth beyond the average year after year.  Working with the PTA, 
we have built an extracurricular program that allows students to explore a variety 
of activities like chess, foreign language, coding, math, and choir with the hope of 
finding a lifelong passion.   At the heart of it all is our incredible team of volunteers 
who give freely of their time to work with our students and support the teachers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heb5Mtr51BM&index=1&list=PL1tCTXATxf-oiAxX2IHolZaPMO833n__A
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All schools are recognized in one of two performance categories, based on all student scores, 
subgroup student scores and graduation rates: 
 

 Exemplary High Performing Schools are among their state’s highest performing schools 
as measured by state assessments or nationally normed tests. Student subgroup 
performance and high school graduation rates are also at the highest levels. 

 Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing Schools are among their state’s highest performing 
schools in closing achievement gaps between a school’s subgroups and all students 
over the past five years. Student subgroup performance and high school graduation 
rates for each subgroup are at high levels. 

 
Creekside was selected as an Exemplary High Performing School. You can learn more about 
Creekside Elementary School on their website. 
 
Secretary King recognized a total of 329 schools as National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2016. The 
Department of Educaiton will honor the schools at a recognition ceremony on November 7th-8th 
in Washington, D.C. In its 34-year history, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has 
bestowed this coveted award on more than 8,000 of America’s schools. 
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http://www.powayusd.com/schools/es/cses/home
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/index.html

